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Week 9: If the Reformation Over? Why the Reformation Still Matters Today 
“The difference between us and the papists is that they do not think that the church can be 'the 
pillar of the truth' unless she presides over the word of God. We, on the other hand, assert that it 
is because she reverently subjects herself to the word of God that the truth is preserved by her 
and passed on to others by her hands.” – John Calvin 
 
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.” – Ephesians 2:8-9  
 

 Week 1: Introduction: Why the Reformation Matters; Background to the Reformation 
 Week 2: Martin Luther and the Beginning of the Reformation 
 Week 3: Ulrich Zwingli and the Radical Reformation 
 Week 4: John Calvin and “Calvinism” 
 Week 5: The English Reformation  
 Week 6: The Puritans and Separatists 
 Week 7: The Council of Trent; Theology of the Reformation: Authority, Scripture and the 

Church; Saints and Sacraments 
 Week 8: Changes in Catholic and Protestant Relations; Theology of the Reformation 
 Week 9: Is the Reformation Over? Why the Reformation still matters today 

 
Catholic and Protestant Dialogue 

Where there is agreement (Roughly based on the Apostles’ Creed) 
 God: We believe in one eternal, infinite, triune, good God who created the heavens and 

the earth and is sovereign over all. We believe in God the Father. 
 Christ: We believe that the Son, Jesus, is both God and human, died on the cross for 

our sins, rose again three days later, is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will 
return to judge the living and the dead. He mediates before God’s throne on our behalf. 

 Mary: We believe that Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary, miraculously, without the 
involvement of a human male.  

 Holy Spirit: We believe in the Holy Spirit who sanctifies and builds the church. 
 Scripture: We believe that the Scriptures are inspired by God. 
 Church: We believe in one universal church which is the visible presence of Christ on 

the earth. 
 Humans: We believe that human beings are created in the image of God. 
 Salvation: We believe that we are saved by grace through faith and that Christ’s death 

on the cross was payment for our sin. 
 Future: We believe that we will all day be raised bodily and judged. We believe in 

eternal life.  
 
Where there is not: 

 God: We do not agree, practically, on whether God alone is to be prayed to. 
 Christ: We do not agree on whether Christ is our only mediator. We disagree on 

whether his death on the cross was sufficient payment for our salvation.  



 Mary: We do not agree that Mary is a mediatrix or that it is right to pray to her. We do 
not regard her as our mother. We do not believe in her sinlessness or the necessity for 
her to consent to the incarnation or the death of Christ.   

 Holy Spirit: Our disagreements on the doctrine of the Church influences our 
understanding of the Spirit’s work. Although the Catholic Church does believe that the 
Spirit works in individual believers, the Spirit’s primary work is through the sacraments of 
the Church not by the indwelling of believers.  

 Scripture: We do not agree on the authority of the Scripture in relationship to the 
Church. We do not agree on the inclusion of the Apocrypha. We disagree, somewhat, on 
the source of the Scripture (God or the Church?). Practically, the emphasis we place on 
Scripture differs in our worship and lives before God.  

 Church: We differ on what the church fundamentally is. We believe that the Church is 
the sum total of all believers and that Christ is the head. The Catholic Church sees the 
Church as being the means through which humans are saved. We also disagree about 
the purpose and efficacy of the sacraments.  

o In this particular area of doctrine, there are many areas where there is superficial 
agreement and superficial disagreement. The Catholic understanding of “what is 
the Church” is multi-faceted.  

 Humans: We do not believe it is appropriate to pray to other human beings (Mary and 
the Saints). 

 Salvation: We believe that we are saved by grace alone and through faith alone and 
that the payment for our sin was Christ’s work alone. Again, there are some areas that 
are difficult to clearly delineate. The Catholic Church may claim agreement on our 
salvation by grace alone, but has a different understanding on how that grace is given to 
us. (Our understanding of the Sacraments are in play here too). 

 Future: We do not believe in Purgatory. This disagreement relates to both our 
understanding of Scripture (there is no basis for it in the Protestant Bible) and our 
understanding of grace in salvation.   

 
Are Catholics “Brothers” and “Sisters”? It is important for us to remember, as Evangelical 
Christians, that it is Christ who saves us, not the church. We are not saved by or through the 
church, but become the church by the grace of God and through our faith in the gospel. This is 
not to denigrate the importance of the church and Christian community – they are vitally 
important! But the church is not what saves us. Some practical implications of how this relates to 
our understanding of this question: 

 Both Catholics and Protestants are saved through faith in Christ. Although much of 
Catholic doctrine might lead one to put their faith in the Church or in the Sacraments, 
being a Catholic does not, in and of itself, separate you from Christ. Similarly, being a 
Protestant or having the correct “doctrine” does not save you. The demons know the 
truth about who God is but do not have “faith.” 

 This does not mean that the differences between Catholics and Protestants do not 
matter – they do! Every doctrinal difference between us is important and can serve to 
strengthen our faith and walk or damage it. Although there is a core of “essential 
doctrines” without which we are not worshipping the same God, this does not mean that 
secondary doctrines do not matter greatly. The differences between Catholics and 
Protestants and Catholics are real and significant.  

 Catholics who have placed their faith and trust in Christ for their salvation, and not the 
Church or their own effort, are our brothers and sisters.  

 Many Catholics, however, do not understand the gospel and have placed their faith in a 
system of works and not in Christ. Although this is also true of many Protestants, the 



deficiency of understanding in this case is not in spite of the Catholic Church’s teaching 
but because of it.  

 Because the differences between Catholics and Protestants are so central to the life of 
the believer, they should not be ignored or de-emphasized for the sake of unity.  

 
Wrap-up: 

 Review of History 
 Review of where things lie today 
 Review of the central doctrines of the Reformation 
 Continuing the Spirit of the Reformation 
 Misunderstanding the Reformation  

 
Discussion: 

 Reflections on the class – “take aways.” 
 The importance of history – why is it important to know the past.  
 The 5 Solas and the Life of the Church 

o Sola Scripture 
o Sola Gratia 
o Sola Fide 
o Solo Christo 
o Sola Deo Gloria 

 What next? Taking this class forward. 
 

Recommended Further Reading: 

 The Unquenchable Flame: Discovering the Heart of the Reformation by Michael Reeves 
 Rescuing the Gospel: The Story and Significance of the Reformation by Erwin Lutzer 
 Long Before Luther: Tracing the Heart of the Gospel from Christ to the Reformation by 

Nathan Busenitz 
 Is the Reformation Over?: An Evangelical Assessment of Contemporary Roman 

Catholicism by Mark Noll 
 The Theology of the Reformers by Timothy George  
 The Story of Christian Theology by Roger Olson 
 The Story of Christianity by Justo Gonzalez  

 


