
Sermon Notes – December 20, 2020 
Advent Preaching 2020 
This year’s Advent sermons explore the central themes of our 
weekly Christmas play: “The Virgin’s Son: Savior of the World”  
November 29th: “God Speaks in the Darkness” 
December 6th: “God Comes in Human Flesh” 
December 13th: “God Visits Us with Tender Mercies” 
December 20th: “God Calls to the Na ons” 

Today’s text 
The Bible tells the story of God calling to lost people, calling them to 
turn from their false hopes and empty dreams to find true rest in 
Him. Jesus Christ is the focal point of God’s redemp ve call – the 
Word made flesh, Emmanuel, God with us. He is the one who came 
to “save His people from their sins.”  

God Calls to the Na ons in the Christmas Story  
(Luke 2:1-20 and Ma hew 2:1-12) 
 God’s “good news” came for ____________. God did not send a 

politician or an economist or an educator; He answered our 
truly greatest need – a Savior! This has significant consequences 
for where we place our hope in this world. 

 Messiah Jesus came as a “light to ______________ to the 
nations.” (Luke 2:32 – NLT) 

 Matthew’s telling of the gospel begins and ends with the 
nations. (Matthew 2 & 28) 

God Calls to the Na ons Throughout Biblical History 
(Genesis 12:1-3; II Samuel 7; Gala ans 3:8; Exodus & Passover) 
 God “preached _____________ to Abraham.”  

 God promised a “_______________” to David.  

 God calls His people to “Say among the nations, ‘___________ 
________.’” (Psalm 96) 

 God intends His house to “be called a house of prayer for _____ 
____ _________.” (Mark 11:17; Matthew 28:18-20; Acts; 
Revelation) 
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God Calls to the Na ons – and to YOU -- Today 
 “______!” (Matthew 11:28) 

 “__________!” (Acts 16:31; Romans 10:9-10) 

 “Be ______________ to God!” (II Corinthians 5:20-21) 

Key Reflec ons 
1. God calls to the na ons through the gospel. For us as a church, this defines 

our __________. 
2. God calls to MY neighbors through the gospel. For me as an individual, this 

shapes my ________.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Responding to God’s Word 
 Good News indeed! The gospel tells how our sins can be forgiven by our 

Holy God, and how we can be welcomed into God’s family.  

 Help and Hope for Life! The gospel is not only about how to be part of God’s 
family, but also good news that we need every day, because daily we need 
Christ!  

 The Basis for Humility! Because we constantly need God’s care and 
forgiveness, we have no reason to look down on others who also need 
God’s care and forgiveness.  

 

Next Sunday: December 27, 2020 
“Pursuing Christ, The Fullness of Joy” 

(Philippians 4:4-13) 
Pastor Luke Bury 

Answer Key: ▪ all people ▪ reveal God ▪ the gospel ▪ forever King ▪ The Lord reigns ▪ all the na ons ▪ Come! ▪ Believe! ▪ 
Reconciled ▪ Mission ▪ Focus  

 


