
Sermon Notes – January 10, 2021 
Review – Introduc on to Hebrews 
 The Occasion: A call to pa ent and joyful _____________: 

Hebrews 10:32-39 & 6:17-20 (“an anchor of the soul”). 
 The Author: We have no idea, but the writer is well-versed in OT 

theology, and he assumes that the audience is also.  
 The Audience & Date: Possibly a small group of Jewish believers 

in Rome (cf. 13:24) during a season of persecu on & distress, 
prior to the destruc on of Jerusalem & the temple in 70 AD. 

 The Main Topic: Jesus Christ – His person, His offices, His 
promises, His redeeming ministry, His care for His people, His 
call to those who follow Him.  

 Warnings! The book of Hebrews is FULL of warnings.  

Today’s text: READ Hebrews 1 
In today’s text, the writer con nues his presenta on of Jesus Christ 
as the main theme of this le er. His mission is to so li  up Jesus 
Christ that we, who are naturally amazed at angelic beings, would 
be even more overwhelmed by Christ Himself. To accomplish this, 
the writer uses seven references to OT texts. The theme of today’s 
text is captured in verse 4 – “having become as much superior to 
angels as the name He has inherited is more excellent than theirs.”  

Christ is Greater in His Name (4-5) 
 Two quotations are used in support: Psalm 2:7 and II Samuel 

7:14. Psalm 2 is a Royal or Messianic Psalm that moves from 
King David to Messiah, the greater Son of David. 

 When the Bible speaks of Jesus Christ as the “Son” of God, it is 
in reference to the _____________; there was never a time 
when Christ was NOT. Cf. Luke 1:32-33 

 “’Son’ is an incarnational title of Christ. Though His sonship was 
anticipated in the OT, He did not receive the title of Son until He 
was begotten into time.” (MacArthur)  

 In thinking theologically about the Trinity, we see Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit as equal in deity, glory, power, and nature – they 
are ONE; yet we also see _______ – “The Father sent the Son to 
be the Savior of the world” (I John 4:14). The Holy Spirit 
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proceeds from the Father and the Son (John 15:26 & 16:5). Roles do not 
imply superiority or inequality.  

Christ is Greater in His Posi on (6a) 

 “Firstborn” does not necessarily mean “born first”; rather, it identifies 
_______ or priority.  

 Psalm 89:20-28; Colossians 1:15 (“firstborn of all creation”)  

 Biblical examples: Jacob was “firstborn,” not Esau; Reuben forfeited his role 
as firstborn because of sin; Ephraim was firstborn ahead of Manasseh.  

Christ is Greater in His Worship (6b-7) 
 Worship is reserved only for God (Exodus 20:2; Deut. 6 – the Shema), and 

here God the Father calls the angels to worship Jesus Christ, the Firstborn!  

 The angels are “sent ones”; the goal is not to __________ angels, but to 
exalt Christ. Angels are created beings; Christ is Eternal.  

Christ is Greater in His Role (8-14) 
 Christ is the _______, not a sent one; Eternal, not temporal; _________, not 

created; Unchanging, not subject to change.  

 As with Psalm 2, Psalm 45 is a Royal Psalm written for a human king on a 
special occasion, but finding ultimate fulfillment in Jesus Christ, the greater 
Son of David.  

 Conclusion: Jesus Christ is FAR above the angels: He is greater in His name, 
in His position, in His worship, and in His role.  

 

 

 

 

 

Responding to God’s Word 
 The writer of Hebrews is on a mission: To so lift up Jesus Christ that we, who 

are naturally amazed at angelic beings, would be even more overwhelmed 
by Christ Himself.  

 This grand exposition of the greatness of Christ is a powerful introduction to 
this letter that calls us to endure…patiently, joyfully…to endure, NOT to give 
up.  

 STORY: “Daddy, is the storm coming?”  



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
Time to catch up – or get acquainted if your group is new or has newer 
members! A lot has happened since our groups last met. Share something about 
your holiday season or about your an cipa on of the year ahead.  
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: READ Hebrews 1 and remember the main 

points from Sunday and the week before. In summary form, what was this 
week’s sermon about (and last week’s if you remember that far back)?  

 
 
 
2. How are angels usually portrayed in modern culture? What TV or movie 

references can you recall?  
 
 
 
3. What Scripture references about angels come to mind? How are angels 

portrayed in various Bible stories? What are they doing and what do you 
know about them?  

 
 
 
 
4. The point of this text, of course, isn’t about angels. The main point is how 

Christ is far superior to the angels! Work through the details of the text 
again, perhaps following the order from the sermon. How is Christ’s 
superiority to angels – and ALL of crea on – laid out in the text?  

  
 
 
 
 

 

5. This week’s text references or paraphrases seven Old Testament texts. As a 
group, think through what good Bible study habits are reinforced by how 
this writer uses the Old Testament.  

 
 
 
6. Think about people in your sphere of influence for a moment: How might a 

greater focus on Christ be especially helpful at this me of year, and at this 
unique me in our na on’s history? How might you help others focus more 
on Christ without lecturing them (we know how much people like that, 
don’t we?).  

 
 
 
 

Thinking Deeper & Taking It Home 
READ again the call to pa ent, joyful endurance in Hebrews 10:32-39. How does 
this week’s text help YOU on the path toward endurance?   
  
 
 
 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. Here’s a place to list specific prayer needs:  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

Next Sunday: January 17, 2021 
“The Worst Mistake You Could Ever Make” 

(Hebrews 2:1-4) Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ endurance ▪ incarna on ▪ roles ▪ rank ▪ diminish ▪ Ruler ▪ Creator 


