
Sermon Notes – January 17, 2021 
Review – Hearing the Message of Hebrews 
 The le er to the Hebrews is a call to pa ent and joyful 

endurance, a message we desperately need today!  
 As we have seen, the original recipients of this le er had 

already faced great difficul es, and more were on the way. 
 Hebrews is an exposi on of Jesus Christ – His person, His 

offices, His promises, and His redeeming work. The strongest 
possible way to call people to joyfully endure is to give them a 
bigger and clearer picture of Jesus Christ!  

 Structurally, the first two chapters of Hebrews form the 
founda on for the rest of the book.   

Today’s text: READ Hebrews 1:1-4 and 2:1-4 
Building on chapter 1, the opening verses of Hebrews 2 present the 
first of five major warning sec ons, reminding us that God’s Word is 
never presented just “for your _____________.” God calls us to 
hear, and then to respond in faith and obedience to what He says. 
In Hebrews, the response that is called for is both immediate 
(Believe!) and ongoing (Con nue in faith!).  

The Call, The Warning, and The Process (1,3a) 
 The Call: “Therefore” calls to mind all of chapter one. The God 

who spoke in the past (1), has now spoken clearly and 
ultimately through His Son (2), so sit up and _______________! 

 The Warning: “How shall we escape…” is a warning! You can sit 
all day – or for years – under the sound of the gospel, but if you 
do not respond in faith, trusting Christ as your Savior from sin, 
there is no other way for you to reach God’s heaven. In fact, 
certain ___________ awaits all who reject God’s offer of 
salvation through Jesus Christ. John 14:6; Acts 4:12; II Thess. 
1:3-10 

 The Process: “Lest we drift…” The writer has in mind people 
who hear the gospel, even __________ in some external way, 
but then – maybe years later – wander away from faith.  

 As in Jesus’ parable of the sower, some seed flourishes for a 
time, and then withers, having no deep roots. Mark 4:3-20 
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Learn from History! Ignoring God’s Message Is A Bad Idea (2) 

 “The message declared by angels” is a reference to the Mosaic Law. God’s 
law was clear, and the ___________ for obedience and penalties for 
disobedience were clear as well.  

 “Transgression” and “Disobedience” include both acts of willful sin and sins 
of neglect, that is, things you knew you should do, but did not.  

 This verse continues the theme of chapter one – “The superiority of the Son 
to angels demonstrates that He is superior to the old covenant mediated by 
angels” (Schreiner).  

 SO, if rejecting God’s word in the Mosaic Law brought judgment, how much 
more is it an __________ to the living God that we would reject His Son (3).  

Reasons to Believe…and Reasons for Judgment (3b-4) 
 The gospel was “spoken by the Lord” – brought by Jesus Christ Himself.   

 NT apostles and other _______________ affirmed both the words and the 
work of Christ, emphasizing the role of the resurrection of Jesus Christ in 
confirming the truth of what He taught. Acts 4:23; 17:18; Romans 1:4 

 “Signs and wonders and various miracles” were intended to affirm the truth 
of the gospel message. The Apostle Paul calls such things “the signs of a true 
apostle” (II Corinthians 12:12).  

Summary: 

What is, “The Worst Mistake You Could Ever Make”? It is to neglect the gospel 
of Jesus Christ – to fail to respond in living faith to the One who died on the 
cross in your place.  

 

 

Responding to God’s Word 
 The writer uses the imagery of “drifting” to illustrate how some hear the 

gospel, even respond in some outward way, and then over time, drift away. 
Could this be you?  

 Hebrews 1:3 affirms that Christ is the only way for a person to be forgiven 
by God and one day be in God’s heaven. Have you fallen for the common 
(and false) teaching that suggests that Christ is one of many ways to get to 
heaven? If so, you should repent of that false belief and hold to Christ alone. 

 In these troubling times, what things are you doing to make sure that you 
do not “drift away” from Christ? How are you holding on to Him?  

 



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
Did you get the long-range weather memo? There’s a hint of possible snow in 
the lowlands for later this month. Does that make you excited or disappointed? 
Do you have any good memories of “snow days”? 
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: READ Hebrews 1:1-4 and 2:1-4 and 

remember the main points from Sunday. In summary form, what was this 
week’s sermon about?  

 
 
2. As men oned on Sunday, this text is the first of several “warning texts” in 

Hebrews. In this day of mul ple and non-sensical warning labels on nearly 
everything, how do you respond to warnings? What specifically does this 
text warn us about?  

 
 
 
 
3. We saw on Sunday that this week’s text begins with “therefore.” How would 

you describe the purpose of that word, and its power following the strong 
line of argument in chapter 1? Do you feel it?  

 
 
 
 
 
4. This text clearly teaches that there is no other way of salva on other than 

Christ. How would you summarize the common belief that there are many 
ways to God, and what would you say to a person who holds that view? 
(This is a major topic in Apologe cs!) 

  
 
 

 

5. Take the me to read Jesus’ parable of the sower in Mark 4:3-20. What 
things happen to the seed that fails to bear fruit? What are some of the 
ways that these same things happen to professing believers today?  

 
 
 
6. Some today speak of “loving Christ but not the church.” In what ways might 

this be the first step in dri ing away? What advice would you give to a 
friend who is struggling these days to love Christ’s (imperfect) church? 

 
 
 
 
 

Thinking Deeper & Taking It Home 
THINK about the process of “dri ing.” All that needs to happen for a boat to 
dri  with the de is…nothing. In the absence of “paying a en on,” the boat 
WILL dri . In what ways can busyness and in-a en on bring the same result as 
ac vely walking away from faith? In what ways are you tempted to “dri ”?  
 
 
 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. Here’s a place to list specific prayer needs:  
  
  
  
  
  
 

Next Sunday: January 24, 2021 
“A Sovereign God and a Big Dose of Reality” 

(Hebrews 2:5-9) Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ informa on ▪ pay a en on ▪ judgment ▪ respond ▪ rewards ▪ offense ▪ eyewitnesses 


