
Sermon Notes – February 28, 2021 
Review – Remembering the Message of Hebrews 
 The le er to the Hebrews is a call to pa ent and joyful 

endurance in the pursuit of Christ. The original recipients of this 
le er had suffered persecu on, loss, and grief for the sake of 
Christ, and needed to hear again a clear answer to the ques on, 
“Is this all worth it?” The answer is a resounding “YES.” 

 Hebrews is an exposi on of Jesus Christ – His person, His 
offices, His promises, and His redeeming work. The strongest 
possible way to call people to joyfully endure in faith is to give 
them a bigger and clearer picture of Jesus Christ.  

 Last Sunday we remembered God’s gi  of rest in this present, 
fran c world and the promise of ul mate rest in His presence. It 
is the person and work of Jesus that secures this rest for those 
who trust in Him and thereby “enter His rest.”  

Today’s text: READ Hebrews 4:14-16 
In our text today we find a profound expansion on Christ’s office as 
High Priest which the writer first introduced in chapter 2:17. We 
learn that not only is Jesus transcendent and superior, but He is 
understanding and merciful. Indeed, this is no ordinary priest, but 
the Great High Priest whose faithful intercession should fill us with 
confidence in His tender care no ma er what trials we endure.   

Another Call to Persevere (14b) 
 The writer continues to emphasize the urgent need of “paying 

closer attention to” the gospel (2:1) and leaning into Christ as 
the central figure of redemption and the faithful Son (3:6) who 
“helps those who are being tempted” (2:18). 

 The imperative in 4:14 “let us hold fast our confession” adds to 
the writer’s similar calls in (2:1-4, 3:1, 6, 12-14, 4:1-2, 11). The 
danger (“to fall away from the living God”) is as clear as the 
writer’s solution: ________ to Christ!  
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A “Great” Reason to Persevere (14a, 15) 
 To understand the reason cited in our text (“we have a great high priest”) 

the author assumes a familiarity with the Old Covenant and the nature of 
priesthood.     

3 Shadows of Redemption: 

 The Tabernacle: the dwelling presence of God among his people but still 
there is necessary _________________. (Ex. 25-27; Heb. 9:1-10) 

 The Levitical Priesthood: God-appointed representatives to __________ 
and “plea” on behalf of the people before Him (Ex. 29; Heb. 5:1) 

 The Sacrificial System: a constant reminder that sin has a terrible 
______ and _______________ is required for the atonement of sin (Lev. 
16-17; Heb. 9:22) 

 2 major aspects to Christ’s High Priestly role: 1. The ____________ work of 
atonement and 2. The ____________ ministry of intercession.   

The Way to Persevere (16) 
 Because of Christ’s high priestly work, sinners are no longer told to keep 

their _____________ but to “draw near” (contrast 4:13 vs 4:16). The 
concept of coming near to God will be revisited in Hebrews (7:25, 10:1, 22, 
11:6, 12:18, 22).  

 Confidence is not a denial of danger or hardship but a firm expectation 
(trust!) that God will take care of us.   

 2 riches we receive in drawing near: 1) mercy for our sin 2) grace to go on.  

Summary 
Jesus is a high priest infinitely greater that the priests of old. His finished work of 
atonement and His tender intercession grants us the amazing mercy of direct 
fellowship with God and His help in all our need.  

Responding to God’s Word 
 If you ever doubt God’s heart for you, consider the sacrifice of the cross—

Jesus’ blood shed for sinners. Consider God tearing the veil, ripping down 
the barrier between you and Him. Consider His call to you: “draw near.”    

 What routine disciplines or practices do you have for drawing near? Check 
your heart and honestly assess where you turn in time of need. What 
rhythms could you add to your life to remind you to turn to God? 

 



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started…or Li ing Off? 
On Feb. 18th, Perseverance Rover successfully landed on the planet Mars. The 
2.2 billion dollar spacecra  has already delivered 5,614 raw images of the 
planet’s surface back to Earth. That’s an expensive photo shoot! But the main 
mission is stated otherwise by NASA: “Seek signs of ancient life and collect 
samples of rock and regolith (broken rock and soil) for possible return to Earth.” 
The possible return to earth would require a future NASA mission. So how about 
it? If NASA called you up tomorrow to retrieve the Mar an rocks, would you go?  
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from last Sunday: READ Hebrews 4:14-16 and remember 

the main points from Sunday. In summary form, what was this week’s 
sermon about?   

 
 
2. Review the impera ves and warnings of the le er up to this point (2:1-4 / 

3:1, 6 / 3:12-14 / 4:1-2, 11). How would your summarize the overall point(s) 
the writer is making. Do you see any themes emerging?    

 
 
 
3. Review the 3 “shadows of redemp on” in the Old Covenant. How do you 

see God’s grace in them? Also, what shortcomings do you see in terms of 
dealing with the sin problem and the ability to relate to God?  
 
 

 
 

4. The sermon notes suggest the way to persevere in faith (to “hold fast our 
confession”) is seen in verse 16. Read that verse again and discuss what it 
looks like in an actual me of need to “draw near to the throne of grace.” 

 
 
 
 

5. Ok, now on the flip side of what it looks like for us to draw near to God, 
what does it look like for God to grant mercy and grace in our need? Do 
care-packages arrive out of the sky? Do lightning bolts strike down our 
enemies? Does tempta on magically disappear?  

 
 
 

Thinking Deeper & Taking It Home 
A good pa ern we see in Scripture is a call to remember God’s faithfulness past 
to encourage our trust in His present and future faithfulness. We can be quick to 
forget. 
 
The cross should come to mind first. We don’t have the immersion in animal 
sacrifice that God’s people of old had to remember the costliness of sin. But we 
do have the blood of Jesus on the cross to consider. Spend some me pondering 
the amazing reality that the Living God shed His blood and died.      
 
If God has gone to this length for you, how does that impact your trust in Him to 
take care of you in the everyday struggles? How about in the future hope of  
reaching heaven? 
 
“He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not 
also with him graciously give us all things?” Romans 8:32 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. Here’s a place to list specific prayer needs:  
  
  
  
  
  
 

Next Sunday: March 7th, 2021 
“Christ is a Greater High Priest Than Any Human” 

(Hebrews 5:1-10) Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ Cling ▪ separa on ▪ intercede ▪ cost ▪ bloodshed ▪ finished ▪ tender ▪ distance  


