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Week 3: YHWH battles the gods of Egypt (Exodus 7-12) 

““By this you shall know that I am YHWH...” - 7:17Exodus  

“The blood shall be a sign for you… And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague 
will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt.” -Exodus 12:13 
 
Opening Discussion: 

• What did you notice about the text as you read?  
• What stood out to you about the characters in these chapters?  
• What questions did you have about the text? What didn’t make sense?  
• What theological questions arose from the text as you read? 
• How does Exodus describe God? What can we learn about God in these chapters? 
• How does Exodus describe God’s relationship to His people? How does this relate to 

God’s relationship with us? 

Summary and Notes: Exodus 7-12: 

Moses and Aaron Before Pharaoh (7:1-13): Before Moses and Aaron go before Pharaoh, 
YHWH reassures Moses again telling him ahead of time what will happen. God will harden 
Pharaoh’s heart, do mighty signs, and lead Israel out of Egypt. He says that, “The Egyptians will 
know that I am YHWH when I lead the Israelites out of Egypt.” Moses was 80 and Aaron 83 
when they spoke to Pharaoh. When Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh, they did just as YHWH 
had commanded them, Aaron threw down his staff and it became a snake. The magicians did 
the same thing but Aaron’s staff-snake swallowed theirs. Pharaoh’s heart, however, became 
heart and he did not listen.  

Discussions/Observations 

• The Exodus is YHWH’s self-revelation 
• Emphasis on the name “YHWH” 
• Egypt’s Magician’s “Miracles”: Magic tricks or demonic power? 

 
The First Plague (7:14-25):  

• The Plague: Moses struck the Nile River and it became blood. It killed the fish and even 
the water in stone and wood containers became blood.1 The Egyptians had to dig along 
the Nile for water but could not drink from the Nile 

• Response: Pharaoh’s magicians were able to replicate this and Pharaoh heart remained 
hard. He did not pay any attention to this. This seems to have lasted for seven days.  

 
1 This more literally means, “in the rocks and trees,” “containers” is an interpretation taken by most translations. 
Robert Alter believes that this should be read literally. Robert Alter, The Hebrew Bible: A Translation with 
Commentary, 240. 



• Notes: 
o The Nile was considered  by the Egyptians to be a hermaphrodite fertility 

god/dess who both fertilized and nourished the land.2 The first plague reverses 
the “power” of this god by transforming the Nile from life-giving to death-
giving. 

o “Blood” can be a reference to color as well as actual blood.   
 
The Second Plague (8:1-15):  

• The Plague: (The text does not depict Moses actually going before Pharaoh here, but it 
is implied) Moses asks to be released and when he is refused, he extends his staff over 
the waters of Egypt and frogs came up and filled the land of Egypt.  

• Response: The magicians were also able to replicate this, but Pharaoh asks for Moses to 
pray to YHWH and get rid of the frogs and he will let them go. The frogs died 
throughout the land and in their houses and they were piled into heaps and the land 
stank. But Pharaoh hardened his heart and did not listen to them.  

• Notes: 
o A second plague related to the Nile. The frogs come up from the Nile and return 

there after the plague has ended.  
o Unlike the first plague, there is no relief from the frogs. The Egyptians were able 

to find water by digging along the Nile, which would have been an 
inconvenience, but in the second plague, they can go nowhere to escape them.  

 
The Third Plague (8:16-19):  

• The Plague: YHWH tells Moses to extend his staff over the dust of the earth and the 
dust became gnats.  

• Response: The magicians could not replicate this and said it was the finger of God! But 
Pharaoh’s heart remained hard and he would not listen. 

• Notes: 
o The word “gnat” can indicate any kind of two winged biting insect. Mosquito is 

probably a better translation here. 
o Why couldn’t the magicians replicate this one? If they are using magic tricks, 

one could conceivably find ways of turning water red or training frogs, but 
training mosquitos seems significantly more difficult! 3 

 
The Fourth Plague (8:20-32):  

• The Plague: Moses positions himself to meet Pharaoh as he goes out to bathe in the 
morning and threatens a plague of flies in Egypt (but not Goshen) if he does not let the 
people go. And YHWH sent a thick swarm of flies into Pharaoh’s house and throughout 
the whole land of Egypt. 

• Response: Pharaoh summons Moses and Aaron and tells them they can sacrifice to 
their God in the land. But Moses refuses this because their sacrifices would be an 

 
2 Douglas K. Stuart, Exodus: An Exegetical and Theological Exposition of Holy Scripture (Nashville, Tenn: Holman 
Reference, 2006). 131-132 
3 Ibid. 211 



abomination to the Egyptians (goats/shepherding animals were considered repulsive by 
the Egyptians). Pharaoh seems to relent (only they must not go far). Moses prays and 
the flies left but Pharaoh hardened his heart once again. 

 
The Fifth Plague (9:1-7):  

• The Plague: YHWH sent a plague that killed “all” the livestock of the Egyptians but did 
not kill a single animal from the Israelites.  

• Response: Pharaoh sent representatives to investigate who reported back that indeed 
none of the livestock of the Israelites had died, but his heart remained hard and he did 
not release the people.  

• Notes:  
o Up until this point, there has not been any death. Now the animals are beginning 

to die. 
o The word translated “all” can be “all kinds of.” It cannot mean that every animal 

died as they continue to be affected by subsequent plagues.  
 
The Sixth Plague (9:8-12):  

• The Plague: YHWH has Moses take soot and throw it in the air in Pharaoh’s presence. 
This caused festering boils to break out on both people and animals. 

• Response: The Magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils (they were 
affected too). But YHWH hardened Pharaoh’s heart and he did not listen to them.  

 
The Seventh Plague (9:13-35):  

• The Plague: YHWH sent Moses to Pharaoh early in the morning to threaten a plague. 
For this very reason, He has caused Pharaoh to stand – to show his strength and power 
and that His name be exalted in the earth, but Pharaoh is still exalting himself. He 
warned Pharaoh to gather their animals and possessions indoors because he will send 
hail down on Egypt and every animal or person who remains outside will die. Hail and 
lightning fell on Egypt which killed everyone and everything that was let in the open 
fields. The land of Goshen was spared 

• Response: Some Egyptians feared YHWH and they did as Moses said and were spared 
the damage from the hail. Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said he was in the 
wrong and asked them to pray and release them. But when the hail stopped, Pharaoh’s 
heart remained hard and he did not release the people. 

 
The Eighth Plague (10:1-20)  

• The Plague: YHWH sent Moses and Aaron before Pharaoh again to make fools of them 
and so that they will know that, “I am YHWH.” Pharaoh’s officials begged Pharaoh to let 
the Israelites go (Don’t you know that Egypt is destroyed?” Pharaoh offered to let the 
men go, but not the women and children. When Moses did not agree to this, he drove 
Moses away. Locusts came upon Egypt and devoured the crops of Egypt that were still 
left after the hail.  

• Response: Pharaoh relented, the plague stopped, but YHWH hardened Pharaoh’s heart 
and he did not let them go. 

 



The Ninth Plague (10:21-29):  
• The Plague:  Moses extended his land towards heaven and there came a darkness that 

could be felt came over the whole land of Egypt for three days.  
• Response: Pharaoh offered to let the people go, but not their flocks and herds. Moses 

refused this compromise, and YHWH hardened Pharaoh’s heart and he would not let 
them go. Pharaoh sent them out telling them that they will never see his face again. 
Moses agrees. 

 
The Tenth Plague Declared (11:1-10): YHWH told Moses that he will bring one more plague 
on Egypt and after this he will release them. At midnight, the firstborns of Egypt will all die.  
 
Passover (12:1-28): YHWH told Moses to instruct the Israelites to take a lamb (sharing with 
poorer neighbors) and sacrifice it and put blood on the doorposts of their house. The lamb must 
be perfect, a male, a year old without defect. They were to eat the meat, roasted with bitter 
herbs and bread without yeast. They must be dressed to travel, eat it in haste, and be ready to 
get up and leave at a moment’s notice. This day will be festival and a memorial to you, 
celebrated for seven days. Whoever does not celebrate it will be cut off from the land. They are 
to use this festival to instruct their children and tell them what YHWH did for them in leading 
them out of Egypt. 
 
The Tenth Plague (12:29-32): At midnight, YHWH struck the firstborns of Egypt, from 
Pharaoh’s son to the sons of the servants to the firstborn of the cattle.  Those who had put 
blood on their doorposts were spared including. many of the Egyptians had done. Pharaoh 
summoned Moses and Aaron in the night and told him to leave with all of his women and 
children and livestock.  
 
The Exodus From Egypt (12:33-42): The Israelites left with gifts given to them from the 
Egyptians, thus they plundered Egypt. This ended a period of 400 years of slavery in Egypt.  
 
The Institution of Passover (12:43-51): YHWH gave Moses and Aaron further instructions on 
Passover. No foreigner is to take it, but everyone who is circumcised must eat it. It must be 
eaten in the house and the meat must not be broken.  
 
Textual Questions: 

• Why does Pharaoh still not let them go? What does it mean that YHWH hardened his 
heart? 

• What is Moses asking for? Is he deceiving Pharaoh?:  
o One solution is to understand “three-day” journey as idiomatic meaning “a long 

journey” similar to how in English, we might tell someone “just a second” when, 
literally, we mean longer. This is the view that Stuart takes, citing other places in 
the Old Testament where three days stands in for “a long period of time” rather 
than a literal three days.4 In this view, Moses is not deceiving Pharaoh; he knows 
from the beginning what is being asked for which is why he resists it so firmly.  

 
4 Ibid. 125 



• Other Questions? 
 
Closing Discussion: 

• How does Exodus fit into the whole of Scripture? What connections do you see (if any) 
to other portions of the Old Testament or to the New Testament? 

• What is (y)our relationship to these chapters? What is there to apply to your individual 
context, our context as an American church, and/or our context as the Church? 

• What can you learn from these chapters about how to live in a way that is pleasing and 
honoring to God? 

• Other notes/comments/questions  


