
Sermon Notes – March 21, 2021 

Review:  
⇒ The book of Hebrews has a dual focus. First, the author wants to 

impress his readers with the supremacy and majesty of Christ. 
He is greater than the angels, greater than Moses, and greater 
than the Levitical Priesthood, supplying a greater sacrifice. 
Writing to an audience that is beginning to experience hardship 
and persecution, his goal is to give us a larger vision of Christ. 

⇒ Second, and related to the first, the author wants his readers to 
endure. Having been offered such a great salvation, they must 
continue in the faith and not turn back. Hebrews is full of 
encouragement and warning. Encouragement to persevere but 
serious and dire warnings of the consequences of falling away.  

⇒ In last week’s text, we saw the beginning of an extended 
warning that should cause us to pay attention. The author of 
Hebrews is concerned that his readers have become sluggish in 
their spiritual lives and he is afraid for their spiritual future.  

Today’s Text:  
In today’s text, we receive a dire and serious warning about the 
consequences of neglecting the great salvation we have in Christ. 
There are two paths before us: continued faithfulness leading to 
endurance or disobedient rebellion leading to falling away and 
apostasy. The danger of apostasy is real and should be terrifying! 

Moving on to Maturity 
⇒ There is a time to move _______________________. We cannot 

remain forever as “baby Christians.” The Hebrews know the 
basics, but they have need for deeper knowledge, deeper 
understanding, and more enduring faithfulness.    

⇒ The “elementary teachings” are beliefs and practices of early 
Jewish Christians that, although important, do not reflect a 
knowledge of the ____________________________. The author 
wants them to know Christ more and move further up and 
further in! 
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⇒ Because Systematic Theology is sourced in the text, we must prioritize the 
text over our ______________________________ and presuppositions. 
Sometimes in our attempts to synthesize a text with our theology we miss 
the point being taught!   

⇒ This passage warns us about the _________________________. The author 
does not fear that his readers have yet arrived at this point and he hopes 
and believes that they will endure to the end, but his warning is one to be 
heeded both then and now!  

⇒ Who is being warned here? This is a warning to the Church; to those within 
the ___________________________ who believe that they are children of 
God and on the road to eternal salvation. Those who do not persevere until 
the end do not enter God’s rest! 

Theology of Hebrews 6 
⇒ Geniune salvation cannot be lost because salvation depends upon _______ 

and His promises and power, not our own. Those indwelt by the Spirit of 
God persevere. But perseverance is not optional for salvation. Saying a 
prayer, going to church, and being a part of the Christian community does 
not, in the end, save you. The Christian walk, seemingly ________, does not 
necessarily result in eternity with God.  

⇒ There is a danger in being ____________ in your salvation. We are to work 
out our salvation with ________________ and _____________________ to 
see if we are in the faith. Perseverance is evidence of genuine saving faith.  

Responding to God’s Word 
⇒ The Christian walk is a journey that is going somewhere. We are not called 

to be static in our faith but should be progressing. If we find ourselves 
stagnant in our walks with Christ, it is time for us to take serious stock of 
ourselves.  

⇒ The Christian ought to find rest in the assurance of our salvation because we 
know that we are in the hands of a sovereign and loving God. BUT we must 
be very wary of a false assurance of salvation. Faithful church attendance 
and participation in the life of the church body is not a guarantee of 
salvation. The warning passages in Hebrews should be taken seriously, 
heeded, and responded to.  



Community Group Notes 

Getting Started 
Can you think of a time when you were warned because you were in some 
danger? Maybe it was a real physical threat where, if the warning went 
unheeded, your very life was in danger. Maybe you were in danger of losing 
your job or failing a class. Maybe the danger was spiritual. Regardless of the 
nature of the warning and what constituted the danger, share with the group 
who warned you and why. When someone goes out of their way to warn 
someone else, what is their motivation?  
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday. What was it about? What was the main 

point? Read Hebrews 6:1-8. What thoughts or observations do you have 
from the text or the sermon? 

 
 
 
2. Hebrews 6:1-3 lists the foundational elements of Jewish faith that, although 

not wrong, the Jewish readers of Hebrews needed to move beyond. These 
truths and practices were based in the Old Testament and, although they 
were important, they were insufficient for an understanding of the gospel 
and the identity of Christ. Do we compile similar lists in our minds? Things 
that “Christians should believe or do,” are not bad, but do not ultimately 
point us to Christ and saving faith?  What might a contemporary list look 
like? 

 
 
 
3. Review the list of Christian experiences and practices that those who 

become apostates might actually participate in: becoming enlightened 
(knowing, even becoming convinced of the truth); tasting in the heavenly 
gift (experienced the blessings of salvation); sharing in the Holy Spirit (being 
a part of the Spirit-led community); and tasting the goodness of the Word of 
God (hearing the Word of God preached). What strikes you about this list? 
What kind of person is being addressed here?  

Taking It Further & Taking It Home 
4. Hebrews 6 is one of many passages in the New Testament with similar 

warnings. Read and reflect on the following: 
a. Matthew 7:21-23 
b. 2 Corinthians 13:5 
c. Philippians 2:12 
d. Hebrews 10:26-31 
e. 2 Peter 1:10 

 
 

5. What is the difference between a lack of confidence in our salvation that 
reflects a lack of faith in the goodness and sovereignty of God and a healthy 
fear that does not “take salvation for granted?”  

 
 
6. Similarly, what is the difference between an appropriate confidence in the 

sureness of salvation and eternity with Christ, and an inappropriate false 
confidence that puts us in deadly peril?  

 
 
7. If there are people who believe that they will spend eternity with Christ who 

in fact will not, how can we be confident in our own salvation? How do we 
“know” that we are true children of God destined for Heaven?  

 

 
Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group time) 
Take time to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. 
 
 

Next Sunday Worship: March 28th Palm Sunday 
“Christ Gives Hope for This Life and Next” 

(I Corinthians 15) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ beyond the basics ▪ person and work of Christ ▪ theological systems ▪ danger of apostasy ▪ 
Christian Community ▪ God ▪ begun ▪ too secure ▪ fear and trembling ▪ examine ourselves   


