
Sermon Notes – March 28, 2021 
Palm Sunday – The Calm Before the Storm 
God’s story of redemp on is the greatest story ever told. That story, 
told in the Bible, begins with God crea ng the heavens and the 
earth, and it ends with God crea ng a new heaven & new earth. The 
middle part is a story of struggle and pain and loss. Adam & Eve 
rebelled against God, plunging the en re human race and all 
crea on into darkness. Into that darkness, God sent His Son Jesus to 
be our sin-bearer and Redeemer. What we call “Palm Sunday” is the 
beginning of that cataclysmic final week of the earthly life of Jesus.  

Today’s texts 
We will visit two texts today. First, we will visit the gospel of Mark 
and read the first-hand account of Jesus entering Jerusalem on a 
donkey. Second, we will read part of the Apostle Paul’s commentary 
on the resurrec on of Jesus in I Corinthians 15 where he talks about 
the whole idea of a resurrec on and why it is so significant to 
Chris an faith as a whole and to you personally!  

Jesus Was the Long-Awaited Messiah (Mark 11:1-10) 
 As soon as sin entered the world, God promised a Savior 

(Genesis 3:15). History tells the story of His coming.  

 God’s promise to __________ finds its ultimate fulfillment in 
Jesus (Genesis 12:3). The Passover Lamb, whose blood covered 
those gathered in the house by faith, paints a picture in advance 
of Christ, the greater Lamb of God (John 1:29). 

 God promised that one day there would be a greater ________ 
than Moses (Deut. 18:15; Acts 3:22), a greater _____ than David 
(II Samuel 7), and a greater ________ from heaven (John 6).  

 Zechariah 9:9 describes a coming King who would ride into 
Jerusalem on a donkey, and Psalm 118:26 provides words that 
the crowd shouted to Jesus on that amazing day.  

 What the crowd didn’t know that day was that it was 
___________ for Christ to die an atoning death (Luke 24:25-27; 
Acts 2:23; Isaiah 53), and then to rise again from the dead!  

Christ G
ives H

ope in This Life and the N
ext 

M
ark 11:1-10 and I Corinthians 15:12-20 

Pastor Jay M
osser 

 
Pastor Jay M

osser 

 They also didn’t know that there would be TWO comings of Messiah Jesus, 
the first as a ___________ and the second as __________________ (Luke 
19:11; Acts 1:6-11).  

Jesus Gives us Hope in This Life and the Next  
(I Corinthians 15:12-20) 
 In this text, Paul is responding to people who struggle with the idea of a 

future resurrection from the dead – or just flat-out don’t believe it. 
Shockingly, this appears to be coming from inside the church.  

 In the ancient world there were some philosophies that saw the spiritual 
world as higher or better, and the physical world as lower or tainted. The 
incarnation – “the Word became flesh” – was a __________, even more so, 
the resurrection (Who would want to go back to a physical body?).   

 A Christian view of the body, of course, begins with Genesis 1:31 – “God saw 
all that He made, and behold, it was very good.”  

 This text announces dire consequences for the Christian faith if Christ did 
NOT rise from the dead. BUT – verse 20! – HE did…so to state those same 
consequences positively:  

o Preaching Christ makes sense, and it matters! (12-13) 

o Faith in Christ is a logical response. (14) 

o Biblical writers who speak of Christ’s resurrection (and all who 
follow them) are ___________________. (15) 

o Our sins have been paid for! (16-17) 

o Loved ones who died in faith are ______ with Christ. (18)  

o Our faith is to be celebrated, not pitied! (19) 

 

 

 

 

 

Responding to God’s Word 
 The resurrection of Jesus means that there is hope in THIS life – the pain 

and difficulties and mysteries have meaning; they are not random.  

 The resurrection of Jesus means that there is hope for the NEXT life – Jesus 
said, “Because I live, you shall live also.” This life is not all there is!  



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
Let’s talk about Easter tradi ons! What things do you do – either by yourself or 
with others – that give meaning to this season? Think about special food, dying 
eggs, egg hunts, family gatherings…  
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from last Sunday: READ Mark 11:1-10 and I Corinthians 

15:12-20 and remember the main points from Sunday. In summary form, 
what was this week’s sermon about?   

 

2. Think back to the original crowd that watched and celebrated Jesus arriving 
at Jerusalem at Passover. What were they feeling and expec ng, and what 
did they get? Do you think that anyone from THIS crowd would have been 
present a few days later when a different crowd asked for Barabbas to be 
set free instead of Jesus?  

 

 

3. READ Luke 24:21. Think about the “emo onal crash” – the major let down – 
experienced by those who an cipated that God’s Kingdom would arrive 
immediately, only to see Jesus die the death of a common criminal. What do 
you think that was like? Could it have ruined anyone’s faith?  

 

 

 

4. Shi ing to I Corinthians 15, we find Paul defending the idea of resurrec on 
from the dead in general, in addi on to defending Jesus’ resurrec on 
specifically. In what ways do you see people place ALL their hope in THIS 
life, rather than in the next?  

 

 

 

5. In this paragraph of I Corinthians 15, Paul paints a very dire portrait of what 
Chris anity would be like if Christ had NOT been raised from the dead. What 
elements in his list catch your a en on the most?  

 

 

Thinking Deeper and Taking It Home  
Think about the logic of verse 19. WHY would it be true that “if in Christ we have 
hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pi ed?” Why would 
believers be worthy of pity if our hope were, in fact, only rooted in this life?  
 

BONUS: If you were wri ng a musical piece, what instruments would you have 
playing at verse 20?  

 

 

 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group time) 

Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. Here’s a place to list specific prayer requests:  
  
  
  
  
  
 

 
 

Easter Sunday: April 4, 2021 
“In Christ, Death is Swallowed Up in Victory” 

(Mark 16:1-8; I Corinthians 15:35-58)  
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ Abraham ▪ Prophet ▪ King ▪ Bread ▪ necessary ▪ Redeemer ▪ Judge & King ▪ scandal ▪ telling the truth ▪ safe  


