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Week 4: The Exodus and Wilderness Wanderings (13-18) 

 
 “I will sing to YHWH, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he has thrown into the 
sea.” - 15:1Exodus  

“Would that we had died by the hand of YHWH in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots 
and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly 
with hunger.” -Exodus 16:3 
 
Opening Discussion: 

• What did you notice about the text as you read?  
• What stood out to you about the characters in these chapters?  
• What questions did you have about the text? What didn’t make sense?  
• What theological questions arose from the text as you read? 
• How does Exodus describe God? What can we learn about God in these chapters? 
• How does Exodus describe God’s relationship to His people? How does this relate to 

God’s relationship with us? 
 

Summary and Notes: Exodus 12-18: 

Passover (12:1-13:16):  

• Each man takes a lamb for his household, or if his household is too small, a household 
will share with his neighbor. The lamb will be slaughtered at twilight.  

• The blood of the lamb will be placed on the doorposts of the house. The lamb shall be 
roasted, not raw or boiled, with its head and entrails. It is eaten with flatbread 
(unleavened).  

• It shall be eaten in haste, with sandals on, loins girded, and your staff in your hand.  
• I (YHWH) will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt and when I see the blood I 

will pass over you. This will be a day of remembrance for you. For seven days no 
flatbread will be found in your houses.  

• No foreigner shall eat the Passover, but every circumcised slave will eat of it. A 
sojourner who comes into the land shall eat it, but no uncircumcised man will eat of it.  

• Every firstborn, from man and beast is YHWH’s and is to be redeemed with a lamb. The 
firstborn of unclean animals are redeemed with a lamb.  

• Discussion 
o Purpose of Passover celebration 
o Jesus and the Lamb  
o Passover echoed in the New Testament 
o Redeeming the Firstborn  

 



The Crossing of the Red Sea (13:17-15:21):  
• YHWH did not lead the people by the way of the Philistines, lest the people be afraid 

and turn back to Egypt, but he went round by the way of the Sea of Reeds (Red Sea). 
Moses brought with them the bones of Joseph. YHWH went before them with a pillar of 
cloud by day and fire by night.  

• The Lord spoke to Moses telling him once again that he was going to harden Pharaoh’s 
heart so that he would pursue them and that the Egyptians will know that I am YHWH. 

• When Pharaoh heard that the people had fled, he took six hundred chariots and pursued 
the Israelites.  

• When the people saw Pharaoh’s army they cried out to Moses, “Is it because there are no 
graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to 
us in bringing us out of Egypt? Is not this what we said to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that 
we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than 
to die in the wilderness.”  

• Moses responded, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will 
work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. The 
Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” 

• The cloud moved between Israel and Egypt so that they Egyptians could not approach 
them during the night. Moses stretched out his hand over the Sea and an east wind split 
the waters apart making dry land in the middle with a wall of water to the right and to 
the left. Pharaoh’s chariots pursued Israel into the sea and their chariot wheels became 
stuck in the mud. Moses, at YHWH’s command, stretched his hand over the sea again 
and the waters returned and drowned Pharaoh’s chariots and not a single one remained.  

• Moses and the Israelites sang a song commemorating what YHWH did for them. YHWH 
fights for Israel, YHWH is his name, he drowned Pharaoh’s army in the Re(e)d Sea, His 
power smashes His enemies. He consumed them in his wrath with the breath of His 
nostrils. YHWH leads His people that He redeemed with kindness and guided them to 
His abode. The nations heard what YHWH did and they were afraid. YHWH will bring 
them and plant them in the land and He will be king for all time. Miriam, the 
prophetess, Aaron’s sister, took the timbrel, danced, and taught the women to sing. 

• Discussion 
o Why would Pharaoh chase them after all of the destruction YHWH caused? 
o God glorifying Himself through the destruction of Pharaoh 
o Why not lead them through the land of the Philistines? 
o YHWH as divine warrior 
o Chariots from a biblical perspective 

 
YHWH Cares for Israel (15:22-17:7): 

• YHWH purifies the water: Moses and the people journeyed onward from the sea and 
went into the wilderness of Shur and went three days into the wilderness and they did 
not find water there. They then moved to Marah and could not drink the water because 
it was bitter. The people murmured against Moses and Moses cried out to YHWH. Moses 
threw a tree into the water and the water became sweet. In this, He was testing Israel to 
see if they would listen to His voice and keep His statutes. “I am YHWH your healer.” 



They came to Elim where there were seventy date palms and twelve springs of water and 
camped there.  

• YHWH provides manna and quail: As they journeyed onward, they came to the 
wilderness of Sin and the people murmured against Moses and Aaron again, saying, 
“Would that we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the 
meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill 
this whole assembly with hunger.” And YHWH told Moses that he was about to rain down 
bread from heaven for them from the heavens and that the people can gather it daily. 
He will send them Manna in the mornings and quail in the evenings and the people will 
eat their fill. The people had as much as they needed and did not lack. 

• Rules concerning manna: The rules for Manna anticipate Sabbath. From the first day 
of the week through the fifth, they are to gather what they need for the day. They are 
not to gather more than they need or save it overnight. On the sixth day, they are to 
gather twice what they need and save it for the Sabbath, on the Sabbath they are to do 
no work. When the people tried to save it, it grew worms and when they tried to gather 
it on the Sabbath there was none there. Moses and Aaron put a jar of the manna in the 
ark of the covenant as a memorial. The Israelites ate manna for 40 years.  

• YHWH provides water: The Israelites went from the wilderness of Sin to Rephidim, 
where there was no water to drink. They disputed with Moses, asking for water and 
accusing him of bringing them into the wilderness to die of thirst. Moses called about to 
YHWH, afraid of being stoned. YHWH told Moses to pass before the people with his staff 
and strike the rock that is there and water will come out. He did this and the people 
drank. They called the place “Massah and Meribah” (Testing and Dispute) because they 
tested YHWH asking if He is still among them.  

• Discussion: 
o Why did Israel continue to disbelieve and complain? 
o Why, after so many mighty signs, would the people doubt if YHWH was among 

them? 
o “Give us this day our daily bread”: The lessons YHWH is teaching Israel 

 
YHWH fights for Israel (17:8-16):  

• Amalek came and fought against Israel at Rephidim. Moses, Aaron, and Hur went to the 
top of the hill to direct and watch the battle, while Joshua led the army into battle.  
Whenever Moses held up his staff, the Israelites would begin winning, but whenever he 
would lower it, they would begin to lose. Aaron and Hur, then, held up his arms until 
the end of the day and the Israelites defeated Amalek. YHWH instructed Moses to write 
this down to remind the Israelites what had happened. Moses built an altar and named 
it YHWH Nissi, “YHWH is my banner.” 

• Discussions: 
o YHWH fights for Israel 
o Why fight this way? (Staff?) 

 
Israelite Holy War: Many of Israel’s wars are “holy wars.” This is a common apologetic 
concern in light of the many atrocities blamed on “God” throughout human history. For Israel, 



there were clear rules and guidelines for “Holy War.” Stuart outlines Holy War in 12 
propositions: 

1. No standing army was allowed. 
2. No pay for soldiers was permitted. 
3. No plunder or spoil could be taken. 
4. Holy war could only be fought for conquest or defense of the promised land. 
5. Only at YHWH’s call could holy war be launched.  
6. Only through a prophet (not a king) could holy war be called. 
7. YHWH did the real fighting in holy war. 
8. Holy war was a religious undertaking requiring abstinence from sex, fasting, and other 

forms of denial.  
9. The goal of holy war was the annihilation of an evil culture. 
10. The violators of holy war became an enemy. 
11. Exceptions and mutations were possible. 
12. Decisive rapid victory characterized holy war.  

 
Jethro and Moses (18:1-27)1:  

• Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, came to visit Moses, bringing back his wife and sons 
(whom he had sent away). Moses took Jethro into his tent. And told him all that YHWH 
had done to Pharaoh and to Egypt and the hardships along the way and how He had 
rescued them. Jethro was overjoyed at what YHWH had done for Moses and Israel and 
blessed YHWH, saying that, “Now I know that YHWH is greater than all the gods.” 
Jethro burned sacrifices to YHWH and ate with Moses and Aaron. 

• Jethro noticed how heavy a burden Moses was carrying in judging all of Israel.  He told 
him, “What you are doing is not good; you will wear yourself and your people out this 
way!” Jethro advised Moses to teach able men God’s laws and appoint them over the 
people as judges. They did as he had advised, setting men as chiefs over thousands, 
hundreds, fifties, and tens. Difficult cases were brought to Moses, but other cases were 
handled by the elders. Jethro went back to his own land.  

• Discussion:  
o Jethro’s conversion 
o Organization of the people by delegation 

 
Closing Discussion: 

• How does Exodus fit into the whole of Scripture? What connections do you see (if any) 
to other portions of the Old Testament or to the New Testament? 

• What is (y)our relationship to these chapters? What is there to apply to your individual 
context, our context as an American church, and/or our context as the Church? 

• What can you learn from these chapters about how to live in a way that is pleasing and 
honoring to God? 

• Other notes/comments/questions  
 

 
1 Douglas K. Stuart, Exodus: An Exegetical and Theological Exposition of Holy Scripture (Nashville, Tenn: Holman 
Reference, 2006). 395-397 


