
Identity in Christ: “Who am I?” 

Class 4 – “I am Justified” 

HOMEWORK REVIEW 

Last week we looked at the mystery of being “in Christ” as opposed to being “in Adam”. We ended with the 
following homework:  

• Explore the mystery and read John 17 
• Practice “adoration of faith” 
• Being in Him, lean into Him 

Let’s begin with some reflection on time spent in John 17.   

TODAY’S TOPIC: I AM JUSTIFIED 

Our next 6 weeks are going to explore the implications of being “In Christ”. What does this mean for our 
identity? This week we are looking at being justified. Today we will explore the three questions posed by Jerry 
Bridges in chapter 3 of Who Am I?: 

• What does it mean to be justified?  
• How does one become justified?  
• How can I make “I am justified” a subjective reality with respect to my own identity question? 

THE 3 PURPOSES OF SALVATION 

Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is. Missions exists because 
worship doesn’t. Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man. 
When this age is over, and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on their faces 
before the throne of God, missions will be no more. – John Piper, Let the Nations Be 
Glad 

Why did God provide a means of salvation to people? What is the purpose of salvation? It might surprise you to 
think of salvation as having three purposes. Salvation’s ultimate purpose is to glorify Christ. We could think of 
this as the God-focused reason 
(theocentric). If God made us for 
His glory, then it makes sense 
that salvation leads to that. The 
guilt of sin breaks our 
companionship with God, while 
the shame of sin causes us to be 
unable to give God glory, no 
matter how hard we try (Isaiah 
64:6). This leads us to the human-
focused (anthropocentric) 
reasons for salvation. Here, we 
can think of salvation in terms of 
a negative motivation and a 
positive motivation. The guilt of 

Theocentric Reason 
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Christ Glorified 

Need of Humanity 

We are saved FROM Hell 
& Damnation.  

The guilty become 
innocent.  

Hope of Humanity 
We are saved TO 
adoption as God’s 
Children.  

The shameful receive 
honor and glory. 



sin destines us to Hell. We need to be saved from this horrible fate. So, in one sense, salvation is offered to 
save us from something bad/negative. However, salvation’s only purpose isn’t to save us FROM something 
bad, it is to save TO something good. The positive purpose behind salvation is that God wants to replace our 
shame with honor and glory. Shaping us to be people who can offer worship that is glorifying.  

Today, as we look at justification, our focus is really on what we are saved FROM.  

In the diagram above, can you circle the part of the picture that justification is associated with?  

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE JUSTIFIED? 

WHAT IS JUSTIFICATION? 

It is primarily a legal term. It means you have upheld the law.  

For discussion: What is God’s standard? Is this like a school where you pass the class if you meet the standard 
70% of the way? Does God grade on a curve? What is God’s standard? Read Galatians 3:10.  

WHY DO WE NEED JESUS FOR JUSTIFICATION? 

Beyond the obvious answer that we can’t live up to the perfect standard above. Why does justification have to 
come through Jesus? There are several ways we can see this: 

1) Matthew 18:21-35 shows us that we need a God-sized payment. 
a. Here we see that human-to-human sin creates a sizeable debt but nothing compared to the 

debt human-to-God sin creates. Why? Consider that the penalty of sin is determine not just by 
the crime, but by who the crime is committed against. When we sin against God, how big of a 
penalty is warranted?  

2) Hebrews 2:10 & 1 Corinthians 15:21 show us that this is not just an individual problem but a group 
problem. The human race owes God a debt and it must be paid by a representative.  

a. Consider the analogy of someone paying your debt to get you out of prison or serving a 
prison sentence for you. What is wrong with this analogy?  

b. Now let’s think about it in terms of corporate debt (i.e., the debt a nation owes).   

 

LOOKING AT JESUS 

What do the following verses tell us about justification?  

• Hebrews 4:15 
• 2 Corinthians 5:21 
• 1 Peter 2:22 
• 1 John 3:5 
• John 8:29 
• Matthew 3:17 
• Romans 3:23-24 
• Romans 6:23 

 

 



EMBRACE MYSTERY 

Consider the following statement by Jerry Bridges. What is your response to this statement?  

He was tempted externally by the devil (Matthew 4:4-10), and by the sinful 
environment in which he lived, but there was no internal response to those 
temptations. 

Sometimes people struggle with this concept of Jesus facing temptation but not being able to sin. Let’s look at 
Hebrews 2:10-18. What is the danger of trying to resolve the mystery of Jesus’ incarnation?  

At the end of the day, I think it is important that we don’t try to decide through logic if Jesus really faced 
temptations. The Bible says He did, and the Bible says that whatever the experience was, it was sufficient for 
Jesus to be considered our representative.  

 

HOW ARE WE JUSTIFIED? 

Let’s explore Galatians 2:15-16 

15 We are Jews by birth and not “Gentile sinners,” 16 and yet because we know that a 
person is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we 
ourselves have believed in Christ Jesus. This was so that we might be justified by faith 
in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no human 
being will be justified. 

Justification happens one of two ways. Either we perfectly obey God’s law or by faith in Jesus. Let’s take a 
deeper look at this. We saw above that Jesus was justified through His perfect life. How does this get applied 
to us?  

Jesus was made to be sin 

God caused Jesus to bear the weight and guilt of our sin. (I would add shame here too) 

• Isaiah 53:5-6  
• John 10:17-18  
• Galatians 2:20  

We Become the Righteousness of God 

• Philippians 3:9  
• 2 Corinthians 5:21  

How can we be justified and continue to sin? Wouldn’t this ruin our justification?  

 

 

 

 



HOW DO WE BECOME JUSTIFIED? 

It is by faith – not blind faith but trust in who Jesus is and what he has done. It is like a two-sided coin: 

• Side 1 - I’m renouncing trust in myself  
• Side 2 - I am relying on Jesus alone. 

 

HOW DO WE MAKE THIS PRACTICAL? 

1. Romans 5:6-10 – How could this verse impact your daily life? How does it alter your perception of God? 
Let’s say you’re drive to work and you get a flat tire. What goes through your head about God?  

 

 

2. How does it shape our view of God’s love?  
a. What does this mean on our good days? 
b. What does this mean on our bad days? 

 

I appreciate Bridge’s honesty here as an 80+ year old public figure about bad days: 

Most of us have… “bad days”—when in one way or another we are conscious of 
struggling with sin all day long. It may be the sin of wicked imaginations, resentment 
toward someone, distrust of God, or a hundred other ways in which our flesh (sinful 
nature) tends to get the upper hand. 

 

 

3. What does Bridges mean when he says, “Preach the Gospel to yourself every day” – what does this 
mean? What does it look like?  

 


