
Identity in Christ: “Who am I?” 

Class 5 – “I Am an Adopted Son of God” 

REVIEW 

Discuss: Did anyone have an opportunity to “preach the gospel to yourself” this week?  

Review: In week 1, we introduced the topic of identity. In week 2, we looked at a fundamental element of 
identity being that we are creatures. This applies to all of humanity. In week 3, we turned more specifically to 
looking at our identity as believers which is centered around being in Christ. For the remainder of the class, we 
are exploring in more depth what it means to be “in Christ”.  

Last week, we introduced a 
diagram that unpacked the 
various reasons behind God’s 
salvation. We saw that 
justification primarily deals 
with the human-focused need 
to deal with our guilt. 

Today, we focus on the other 
human-focused reason, what 
we are saved to – our adoption 
as God’s sons.  

Let’s watch a video that 
captures these ideas well: Youtube – “3D Gospel - guilt 
innocence, honor shame, and fear power worldviews” 

Bridges contrasts the two human-focused purposes of salvation:  

“Justification secures our legal relationship with God as judge. In justification God 
declares that we are righteous in Christ.  

Adoption secures our family relationship with God. Through adoption God makes us 
his children.” 

Note: We have added a new component to each column in the diagram above.  

Bridges makes a good point that we can distinguish these two purposes, but we can’t separate them. I believe 
that western culture generally is less concerned with honor and therefore has minimized the gospel’s answer 
to shame while focusing almost exclusively on the gospel’s answer to guilt.   

TODAY’S TOPIC: I AM AN ADOPTED SON OF GOD 

Discussion: Bridges starts with an illustration of a murderer being released from prison and adopted by the 
state governor. How does this illustration make you feel? What is Bridges trying to communicate?  

Discussion: Do you recall the distinction Bridges makes between a pardon and adoption from the governor’s 
standpoint?  
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We are saved FROM Hell 
& Damnation.  

The guilty become 
innocent. 

Has a Legal Focus  

Hope of Humanity 
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Discussion: With one or two partners read the following passages and right down one or two observations 
about adoption. Additionally, what elements of honor do you see? 

• Ephesians 1:4-5 
 

• Romans 8:15-17 
 

• Galatians 3:25-4:7 
 

Note the cultural distinction that sons had compared to daughters in ancient times. A son had a right to receive 
inheritance, to carry the family name, to wield the family authority and power. The Bible uses this metaphor of 
sonship to speak truth about our status whether we are male or female. The focus here is not on gender but on 
inheritance and rights. A female who is “in Christ” has the same adoption as a male; she is as much a “son of 
God” as he is. She has the same honor, inheritance, name, etc.  

* Bridge’s thoughts on the difference between inheritance and its meaningfulness in the ancient world 
compared to our world are worth reading.  

A LOOK AT THE PRODIGAL SON 

Let’s read Luke 15:11-32.  

The beauty of this story is is so clearly identifies the honor side of the gospel. Here the son has greatly shamed 
himself. He realizes he can return to this father and ask for forgiveness, but in his mind forgiveness meant still 
carrying shame. I’m allowed back in the household but only as a servant.  

What is the father’s response? What does the father give to the son and what is the significance of what he 
gives? 

 

 

Discuss: Put yourself in the father’s shoes. How do you want the son to act after this? 

 

GOD’S WORD ON GLORY/HONOR GIVEN TO US 

Watch Video: Back to God’s Village (youtube)  

What do the following verses tell us about justification?  

• Isaiah 64:6  
• John 17:22 
• Romans 8:21 
• 1 Corinthians 2:7 
• John 1:12-13 
• Ephesians 2:19 
• Psalm 62:7 

• Isaiah 55:5 
• Ephesians 1:5-6 
• 1 John 3:1 
• 2 Corinthians 5:20 
• Psalm 34:5 
• Revelation 21:23-26 

 

 



WHERE DO WE SEEK GLORY FROM?  

You can restate this in the framework of, where do we seek identity from? No-one seeks a shameful identity. 

• John 5:44 
• John 12:43 
• Romans 2:6-8 

 

 

HOW DO WE MAKE THIS PRACTICAL? 

1. If you are in Christ – your identity is one that gives you both hope & access! 
a. Hope (Romans 8:18-25) – how is this hope different from “wishful thinking”?  

How does this hope play out for us in this life vs current identity?  

 

b. Abba, Father! (Galatians 4:6) 

No other religion in the history of the world has ever had a god (or gods) who could 
be addressed in such intimate terms as Abba. Even the Jews of the Old Testament who 
worshiped the one true God did not address him as Father. (Bridges, p. 34 kindle 
edition) 

 

 

2. Why does God give us glory and honor? (Geneses 12:2-3, Galatians 3:29) 
a. To _________ God 
b. I am ___________ to be a _______________! 
c. Where are you seeking honor & identity from?  

 

3. In your life, when you fail, how long should you wait to run to God? What do you need first to 
approach God? How you answer this may give you a clue to the answer of 2C above! 

 

 

We must remind ourselves that God loves us, not because we are loveable, but 
because we are in Christ, and the love which the Father has for his Son flows over to 
us because we are in him. (Bridges, p. 36 kindle edition) 

 


