
Identity in Christ: “Who am I?” 

Class 8 – “I Am a Servant of Christ” 

 

Romans 1:1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle and set apart for the 
gospel of God 

INTRODUCTION 

As we jump into this topic today, it is good to keep in mind other pieces of our identity we have looked at.  

• Last week we saw that we were purchased at a price. We are no longer our own.  
• Like the prodigal son, we are not JUST servants, but beloved children of God 
• Being created in the Image of God makes us God’s representatives in creation. We are servants of the king 

and we are bestowed with great honor.  

 

THE GREAT NEWS OF BEING A SERVANT 

While we might naturally find the idea of servitude less than exciting there is actually incredibly good news when it 
comes to being a servant of Jesus:  

1) In the famous words of Bob Dylan: You gotta serve somebody!  
If not Jesus, who/what do we serve? 

o 2 Timothy 3:2-5   
o Hebrews 2:15 
o Galatians 4:8; Psalm 135:15-18 
o Romans 6:15-19 

 

2) Consider Romans 1:1 – Paul was genuinely serving Christ. To serve Christ means I get to be a part of 
something that has value and meaning. To co-labor with God gives incredible dignity.  

a. Matthew 6:19-21 
b. 1 Corinthians 9:25-27 
c. Matthew 25:21 

 

 

 



LET’S LOOK AT HOW JESUS MODELED BEING A SERVANT 

We get our strongest example of servanthood by looking at Jesus 

• Philippians 2:5-11 
• On Psalm 69:1-4, 17 (John 15:25).  
• Matthew 6:9-10. What does hallowed mean?  
• John 17:4, 6 
• John 4:19 – What is the woman’s main question?  
• John 13:12-17 

 

CHARACTERISTICS OF TRUE SERVANTS 

As we study Jesus, we realize that the Kingdom of God flips the order of this world upside down. Those who try to 
rise, sink. Those who sink, rise.  

• A servant knows that God owes them nothing. Luke 17:1-10 
• A servant obeys – Matthew 7:24-27  
• A servant is eager to do good – Titus 2:14 
• A servant sinks – Mark 10:44-45, John 3:30 (borrowing Psalm 69:1-3 language).  
• A servant enjoys freedom & strength – Galatians 4:9 
• A servant is other-oriented –  Philippians 2:1-4  

 

WHAT ARE WE CALLED TO? WHAT ARE WE SET APART FOR?  

One of the big challenges I think we face around the idea of being servants is the topic can become quite 
subjective. We don’t want to be like the Israelites in Judges where everybody was doing what was right in their 
own eyes. God does not hide from us what he wants us to do as servants. Let’s unpack this a bit: 

• We share in the blessing of Abraham (Galatians 3:29) therefore we share in the purpose of the blessing 
(Genesis 12:2-3). We are blessed to be ____________________! 

 

 

• In Colossians 3:23-24, we see that we ultimately serve Jesus (even in the worst possible circumstances).  

 

 



• What does it mean to serve Jesus in our work? What does it mean to be a blessing? Is just to be generally 
nice people? Is it just to be hard workers? In Bridge’s chapter, we had an example of a used car salesman 
who eventually came to Christ. After this, his perspective at his job shifted:  

“Before I became a Christian, I sold cars. After I became a Christian, I helped people 
buy cars.” (Bridges, p. 54, Kindle Edition) 

Here is a question to consider: If I live my life just doing a good job at my work, (i.e. helping people buy 
cars), is this what it means to be a servant of Jesus?  Does this fulfill what Jesus wants me to do?  

 

• Let’s look at Colossians 3:17 – what does it mean to do something in the “name of Jesus”? Do I have free 
reign regarding what I do?  

 

• As servants, what are we to be doing? Servants should be doing what the master has sent them to do. We 
have been given a mission. Matthew 28:18 – is our primary mission.  What might this look like in the life 
of  used car salesman?  

 

SOME TAKEAWAYS: 

Let’s look at Romans 10:14-17 

• As a servant you have responsibility regarding Jesus’ command in Matthew 28:18.   
• I believe that secular careers are God’s primary intention for Christians. Not only is it not a lower class of 

ministry; it is the main place God wants people.  
• Working hard and treating people with love is good, but servants speak God’s name. Action without 

words won’t cut it!  

 

God may have a specific purpose for some people that is big, but I think we focus way too much on this, often 
missing what is right in front of us. Don’t live in the future. Don’t fall for the lie that the grass is greener 
somewhere else. Who has God brought into your life now?  

 

Your identity is not a ministry or finding the right role to fit into. Your identity is to seek God’s glory and represent 
him wherever you are.  

 

 


