
Easter Sunday – April 4, 2021 
Today in God’s Word 
Mark 16:1-8  
“When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome brought spices so that they might go and anoint 
Him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had 
risen, they went to the tomb. And they were saying to one another, 
‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?’ 
And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away – it 
was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man 
si ng on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were 
alarmed. And he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; He is not here. See the 
place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples and Peter that 
He is going before you to Galilee. There you will see Him, just as He 
told you.’ And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling 
and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to 
anyone, for they were afraid.” 
 

I Corinthians 15:54-57 
“When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts 
on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is wri en: 
‘Death is swallowed up in victory.’ O death, where is your victory? O 
death, where is your s ng? The s ng of death is sin, and the power 
of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

Actual History: Jesus Rose From the Dead (Mark 16:1-8) 
 Walking by faith in the darkness: the ladies in the text are doing 

what was ______________ only days before – going to a dark 
tomb to care for the body of the one they had hoped was the 
Jewish Messiah. (1-3) 

 Encountering the unexplainable: a stone rolled away…an 
unexpected visitor…an empty tomb…words hard to com-
prehend. They were “trembling, astonished, & afraid.” (4-8) 

 Confronting alternate explanations: The details of the text point 
to actual resurrection: 1) If the ____________ had stolen Jesus’ 
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body, there would surely have been evidence of a fight with the guards, and 
the women would not have shown up expecting to find a body; 2) These 
“pre-scientific” people DID, in fact, understand death; they were not 
___________ and easy to convince.  

 Peter says later that “it was not possible for Him to be held by [death].” 
(Acts 2:24) 

A Certain Future: Jesus’ Resurrec on Is a Promise of Ours 
(Reference I Corinthians 15:35-58; read 54-57) 
 This larger text includes a discussion of some of the practical elements 

about resurrection – this earthly body is for ___________; it is not suited for 
the life to come. Paul uses analogies from nature (like seeds, v. 37) and from 
Bible history (Adam and Christ, esp. v. 49).  

 A Christian view of the body involves great respect for our physical bodies 
because they are gifts to us from a loving God, not simply a random 
collection of molecules produced by an accident of nature.   

 Jesus’ resurrection body was still identifiable as Him, bearing the _______ of 
His crucifixion, but not limited by space and time as before.  

 Death for the child of God is not the ____________________, but a 
significant transition from life here, to life in God’s presence, where “Death 
is swallowed up in victory.” In II Corinthians 5:4, Paul says, “In this tent we 
groan…so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.”  

 Please know this: The Bible never denies the reality or the pain or the sting 
of death. We are right to grieve the death of those we love, though we 
grieve __________, instead of “as those with no hope.”   

 

 

 

Responding to God’s Word 
 Easter is not simply the celebration of new life or the flowers of spring or 

enjoying an ancient story that makes us feel good; it is, rather, the power of 
heaven breaking into this life in the person of Jesus, denying death its 
permanency, and announcing an open door to friendship with God.  

 Not only does God’s resurrection power give hope for our future after 
death, it also gives hope for life today; that is, redemption power, power for 
real and substantive life change, as spoken of by Paul in Ephesians 1:19-20 – 
“This is the same mighty power that raised Christ from the dead.”  



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
Do you have any early memories of celebra ng Easter? What things come to 
your mind from years gone by?  
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from last Sunday: READ Mark 16:1-8 and I Corinthians 

15:35-58 and remember the main points from Sunday. In summary form, 
what was this week’s sermon about?   

 

 

2. As with each gospel account, there are certain bare facts that are 
men oned. What things does Mark focus on that catch your a en on the 
most?  

 

 

3. The ladies in the story are described as “trembling, astonished, and afraid.” 
Ma hew’s gospel says that, “They departed quickly from the tomb with fear 
and great joy…” Luke says, “These words seemed to them like an idle tale, 
and they did not believe them.” How would you describe the tangle of 
emo ons these first visitors to the empty tomb felt? What would YOU have 
felt?  

 

 

 

4. Did you no ce the words “and Peter” in Mark 16:7? What do you make of 
that in rela on to Peter…and what does it mean for you? (If you’re not sure, 
take a look at Mark 14:66-72) 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Shi ing to I Corinthians 15:35-58, what common ques ons or objec ons do 
you think people have with the whole idea of resurrec on? How might this 
text address them?  

 

 

 

6. I Corinthians 15:54 says, “Death is swallowed up in victory.” How does this 
phrase and the surrounding text acknowledge both the s ng of death and 
proclaim the victory of Christ over death? Take a moment to describe the 
s ng…AND to think about how, “In Christ, death is swallowed up in victory.”  

 

Thinking Deeper and Taking It Home  
If you have the opportunity, find the song, “It is Not Death to Die” (Sovereign 
Grace) on YouTube or another music service. Listen to it carefully and reflect on 
how death is different for a believer in Jesus Christ than for a person who does 
not know Christ.  

 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group time) 

Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. Here’s a place to list specific prayer requests:  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 

Communion Worship: April 11, 2021 
“We Will Tell the Next Genera on” 

(Psalms 78 & 145)  
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ unthinkable ▪ disciples ▪ gullible ▪ life here ▪ marks ▪ end of the road ▪ in hope   


