
  Sermon Notes – April 11, 2021 
Fi y Years Ago – Easter 1971 
Fi y years ago this morning, in the building that we now call the 
“Chapel,” a group of believers gathered for a much-an cipated 
Sunday morning worship service. It was Easter, first of all, so they 
celebrated the resurrec on of Jesus Christ from the dead just as we 
did last week. But, in addi on to celebra ng the resurrec on of 
Jesus, they were also gathered to mark the beginning of what we 
know today as Sunset Bible Church.  

Today’s text 
Psalm 78 is a teaching psalm. It begins with a call for one genera on 
to hand off faith in the living God to the next genera on. The 
lengthy story that follows is a telling of the faithfulness of God, 
despite the faithlessness of His chosen people, concluding with a 
hopeful future with King David seated on the throne.  

Past Failure Does Not Negate a Hopeful Future (8) 
 This lengthy story does not _____________ past rebellion, 

failure, and shame. Rather, it is a very honest and painful look in 
the rearview mirror. BUT – just as _______________ does not 
guarantee future success, so past failure does not require more 
of the same. This is true today because of the gospel of Christ!  

 A current generation can acknowledge and grieve the failures of 
past generations without forgetting that some things in the past 
were actually done ______ (this is true for nations and true for 
individual families).  

 The true Hero of history is always God, the only One who has 
been truly faithful, never failed, always wise, immeasurably 
merciful and gracious toward messed up people!  

A Hopeful Future Requires a Solid Founda on (1-7) 
 The greatness and ____________ of God (4) – When you read 

this chapter, will you choose to focus on the failures of people 
or on the greatness of God? What is the central focus of the 
text?  
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 The unchangeable nature of God’s Truth (5) – God has __________! This is 
the foundation of any valid truth claim. It is why we can say with clarity and 
authority that anything is right or wrong. What we are handing off to the 
next generation is not simply what we think or feel, or our cultural values, 
but “thus says the Lord.” This underscores biblical ____________. It is why 
we preach the Word of God. It is why rights and wrongs do not change from 
generation to generation.  

 The necessity of faithful teaching (5-6) – It has rightly been said that 
Christianity is one generation away from extinction. We cannot assume a 
successful handoff of faith, and as the winds of culture blow even more 
strongly against people of faith, we especially cannot assume it.  

 The “handoff” of genuine faith (7) – What does it look like? It involves both 
heart and _______, not simply a focus on content. It means living in light of 
the biblical God, not ignoring Him. It involves a life of obeying God’s 
commandments, not setting them aside in favor of culture or personal 
preference.  

Resolu on! 
Do you see the resolu on – and the hint of the gospel – in verses 67-72? Despite 
the faithlessness of His people, God placed His man on the throne of Israel – 
David the great king, the forerunner of the even greater King Jesus, our Savior 
and Redeemer.  
 
 
 
 

Responding to God’s Word 
 What are people like in this chapter? Well, it isn’t pretty. Faithless, 

ungrateful, forgetful, demanding, impatient, idolatrous…and the list goes 
on. Why in the world would you put your hope in people?  

 What is God like in this chapter? Gloriously faithful, generous, merciful, 
graceful, longsuffering, just in judgment, kind, forgiving…and THIS list goes 
on. Why in the world would you NOT put your hope in Him?  

 Indeed, let us tell the next generation the glorious deeds of the Lord and 
His might, and the wonders He has done! This we must do – as individual 
families and as a church family – so that when another fifty years rolls by, if 
Christ has not returned yet, there will still be a faithful gospel witness 
because of the work and ministry of God through Sunset Bible Church.  

 Will you pray for the next generation? And will you help us as a church, as 
we seek to reach and disciple the next generation? 



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
What are some of your earliest memories? How far back can you remember 
anything – world events, family ac vi es, holidays? Anything to share?  

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from last Sunday: READ Psalm 78:1-8 (AND browse or 

read the rest of the chapter) and remember the main points from Sunday. 
In summary form, what was this week’s sermon about?   

 

 

2. What is the point in thinking about the past? What is the danger of 
forge ng the past, and what happens if we “dwell too much” there?  

 

 

3. Psalm 78 as a whole is an interplay of the faithfulness of God and the 
faithlessness of God’s people. Which of these do you tend to “see” the 
most? What do you think the author (Asaph) intended?   

 

 

 

4. In this text, a lot of history is covered, and the people of God blew it a lot. 
What ac on of God do you find it hardest to believe that the people ignored 
or forgot? Par ng the Red Sea? The plagues of Egypt? Manna? Which is 
most striking to you?  

 

 

 

5. Similarly, there are many ac ons of God men oned. What kind act of God 
do you find most amazing? (When would you have “lost it” and just wiped 
everyone out?) 

 

Thinking Deeper and Taking It Home  
READ Judges 2:7-10. Why do you think “the people served the Lord all the days 
of Joshua, and all the Elders who outlived Joshua” – but it clearly didn’t last? 
What prevents the handoff of the gospel from one genera on to the next?  

READ Psalm 145:1-7. How is this text similar to Psalm 78?  

 

 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group time) 

Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. Here’s a place to list specific prayer requests:  
  
  
  
  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

April 18, 2021 
“Signs of Spiritual Life” 

(Hebrews 6:9-12)  
Pastor Tyler Pease 

Answer Key: ▪ gloss over ▪ past success ▪ right ▪ centrality ▪ spoken ▪ authority ▪ hope  


