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Week 9: Building the Tabernacle (35-40);  

Exodus’ Place in the Canon 

“Then all the congregation of the people of Israel departed from the presence of Moses. And they 
came, everyone whose heart stirred him, and everyone whose spirit moved him, and brought the 
LORD's contribution to be used for the tent of meeting, and for all its service, and for the holy 
garment.  So they came, both men and women.” – Exodus 35:20-22 

 “For the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of 
all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys.” Exodus 40:38 
 
Opening Discussion: 

• Much of the content of these chapters repeat the plans given for the Tabernacle in 
chapters 24-31. Did you notice anything that differed? If so, what? Is there any 
significance to these differences? 

• Having read through the Tabernacle plans and now their building, did you notice 
anything you didn’t before about the Tabernacle and its construction? Why is it 
important to include all of this detail (twice!)? 

Summary and Notes: Exodus 35-40 

Instructions on Sabbath (35:1-3): Moses assembled all the congregation of the people of Israel 
and said to them, “These are the things that the Lord has commanded you to do. Six days work shall 
be done, but on the seventh day you shall have a Sabbath of solemn rest, holy to YHWH. Whoever 
does any work on it shall be put to death. You shall kindle no fire in all your dwelling places on the 
Sabbath day.” 

• Here we have the Sabbath instructions repeated for the fourth time in Exodus (Exodus 
16, 20, 31, and 35) and the penalty for breaking Sabbath is severe – death! The incident 
of the Golden calf and Israel’s restoration is bookended by instructions at the end of 31 
and here beginning in 35. This repetition would seem to important and intentional. 
Enns sees the instructions in 35 as “picking up where we left off;” a signal that Israel’s 
restoration is complete (Alter has a similar take1).2 Stuart sees keeping the Sabbath as 
the primary way one would signify that he was or was not in a covenant relationship 
with YHWH.3 I believe both of these takes are probably correct.  

 
1 Robert Alter, The Hebrew Bible: A Translation with Commentary, 2019. 352 
2 Peter E. Enns, Exodus, First Edition. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Academic, 2000). 587-88 
3 Douglas K. Stuart, Exodus: An Exegetical and Theological Exposition of Holy Scripture (Nashville, TN: Holman 
Reference, 2006). 748 



• Stuart sees kindling a fire in your dwelling place is probably a prohibition on cooking on 
the Sabbath day – the most basic of work that was normally relegated to women or 
servants. This prohibition recognizes the need for all people in an Israelite household to 
have a Sabbath. Meals would have been eaten cold that had been cooked the night 
before.4 Others, such as Alter, see this as a prohibition on idolatrous practices.5 

 
Contributions for Building of the Tabernacle (35:4-29):  

• Moses calls for contributions: As they prepare to build the Tabernacle, Moses call for 
contributions from those of a generous heart. This is not done from compulsion but 
freely. The contributions include supplies and labor to complete the Tabernacle 
according to YHWH’s instructions.  

• The People Respond: Everyone whose “heart stirred him” and whose “spirit moved 
him,” both men and women, brought contributions to tent of meeting. Skillful women 
wove the fabrics for the building of the tent and leaders brought stones for the ephod 
and spices and oils for the incense. All of this was done as a freewill offering to YHWH. 
In 36:5-7, the skilled craftsmen ask that donations stop because there was more than 
was needed. 

 
Building the Tabernacle (35:30-39:43) 

• Bezalel and Oholiab construct the Tabernacle (35:30-36:38): Bezalel and Oholiab 
are put in charge of the construction of the Tabernacle with others working under them. 
Although the vast majority of these chapters are repetitions of the instructions for the 
Tabernacle given in 25-31, the order is somewhat different (for example, the 
instructions begin with the ark while the building begins with the tent). This is a 
difference between theological priority in 25-31 and practical priority in 35-40, not 
thoughtless repetition6  

• The Construction of the Tabernacle: Most of the following descriptions of the 
building of the Tabernacle are close to word-for-word repetition from the instructions 
given in 25-29.  

o The ark constructed (37:1-9):  
o The Table constructed (37:10-16):  
o The Lampstand constructed (37:17-24):  
o The Altar of Incense constructed (37:25-39): 
o The Altar of Burnt Offering constructed (38:1-7):  
o The Bronze Basin constructed (38:8): Added detail – there were women who 

served at the entrance to the Temple of Meeting. What exactly they did is not 
specified here or elsewhere in the Pentateuch.  

o The Courtyard constructed (38:9-20): 
o The materials used (38:21-31):  
o The Priestly Garment made (39:1-31): 

 
4 Ibid. 749 
5 Alter, The Hebrew Bible. 353 
6 J. A. Motyer, The Message of Exodus: The Days of Our Pilgrimage (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2005). 322 



• Inspection of the Tabernacle (39: 32-41): It was important that the instructions given 
be followed precisely. When the construction was completed, Moses inspected each 
aspect of the work thoroughly to see that it was according to specifications.  

• Conclusion (39:42-43): According to all that YHWH had commanded Moses, so the people 
of Israel had done all the work. And Moses saw all the work, and behold, they had done it; as 
YHWH had commanded, so had they done it. Then Moses blessed them. 

 
The Tabernacle is Erected (40:1-33):  

• YHWH’s instructions on setting up the Tabernacle (40:1-11): A time marker is given 
here: the Tabernacle is set up on the first day of the first month (March/April for us). 
This means that the Tabernacle was set up just under a year from when they left Egypt 
(Exodus 12) and signals a fresh start with the worship of YHWH.7 

• YHWH’s instructions on the priests’ ordination (40:12-15): Anticipates the 
anointing of Aaron and his sons in Leviticus 8. 

• Moses obeys (40:16-33): “Moses did everything just as YHWH had commanded him.” The 
detailed instructions given and carried out are repeated meticulously to show that, 
despite the failure of the golden calf, things are now as they should be according to all of 
YHWH’s commands. “As YHWH commanded” or a similar construction, is repeated 25 
times in these chapters (35-40).  

 
The Glory of YHWH (40:34-38): Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of 
YHWH filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud 
settled on it, and the glory of YHWH filled the tabernacle. Throughout all their journeys, whenever 
the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. But if the cloud 
was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. For the cloud of the Lord 
was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel 
throughout all their journeys. 

• The cloud is the manifestation of YHWH Himself to the people of Israel. This signals to 
Israel that YHWH is really with the people and that He can be accessed through the 
Tabernacle. This same event is repeated when Solomon built the temple in Jerusalem as 
a signal that the temple had been accepted as the center of worship.  

• Moses is no longer able to enter the Tabernacle (now, also the Tent of Meeting which 
has replaced the old one). It belongs to YHWH and must be approached properly by 
those authorized to do so.  

• Exodus ends with the people following the glory of YHWH as it leads them through the 
wilderness and rests in the Tabernacle. YHWH is God over Israel, His presence resides 
among them and leads them. He has responded to the plea of Moses to go with them – 
YHWH is with His people – Immanuel!  

 
How Exodus (and the Pentateuch) Lays the Groundwork for the rest of the Old 
Testament 

• Old Testament Narrative and the Law: Throughout the rest of the Old Testament, a 
knowledge of Exodus and the Pentateuch is assumed, and indeed necessary, for 

 
7 Stuart, Exodus. 786 



interpretation. The narratives of the Old Testament do not usually tell you explicitly 
whether an action done is good or bad. It is assumed that the audience has a knowledge 
of the Old Testament Law and will evaluate accordingly. Jephthah’s foolish vow which 
leads to a sacrifice of his daughter is a helpful example. First of all, human sacrifice is 
strictly forbidden in the Law, secondly, the Law gives instructions for what to do when 
you have made a foolish vow. Jephthah’s actions show an ignorance of the Law. 
Similarly, as Kings sketches the reign of Solomon, we see him multiplying horses, gold, 
and wives – all three of which the Law prohibits kings from multiplying. Subsequent Old 
Testament narrative assumes a prior understanding of the Pentateuch.  

• The Psalms and the Law: The Psalter opens with “Blessed is the man who(se)… delight 
is the Law of the LORD and on His Law he meditates day and night.” In many ways, this is 
what the psalter is – a meditation on the Law and on the implications of being the 
people in covenant relationship with God. Not only are references to the events of 
Exodus replete, the very foundation for the Psalms builds from Exodus.  

• The Prophets and the Law: The Old Testament Prophets look forward to Christ, but 
they look backwards to the events and Laws found in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy. Israel is taken to task for not living according to the covenant given in 
the Law and punishment is coming because of their sin. But not only is the basis for 
punishment found in Exodus, so also is the basis of hope. God’s people can know that 
God will deliver them in the future because of his deliverance in the past. The exodus 
from Egypt and provision and deliverance along the way to the Promised Land is the 
model for hoping for a new exodus and a restoration of blessing to God’s people.  

 
How Exodus Lays the Groundwork for the New Testament 

• Jesus as the New Moses 
o Matthew’s Gospel: Matthew’s gospel largely takes its structure from events in 

Exodus and echoes of the Exodus narrative are replete. 
§ Herod, his court, and the slaughter of baby boys (Pharaoh, his court, and 

the killing of baby boys) 
§ Out of Egypt I called My Son (Exodus, Hosea, and Matthew) 
§ Baptism in the Wilderness (Crossing the Red Sea) 
§ Temptation in the Wilderness (Not trusting God; testing God; 

worshipping the golden calf) 
§ Jesus gives the Law on a mountain 
§ Following Jesus and leaving “Egypt” behind 
§ Jesus Feeds the 5,000 (provision in the wilderness) 
§ Mount of Transfiguration (show me your glory) 
§ Jesus is the Passover Lamb 
§ Resurrection and Promised Land 
§ Go, I am with you always 

o John’s Gospel: John’s structure is less explicitly built from Exodus, but 
nonetheless, references and echoes are found throughout 

§ The Word Tabernacled Among Us 
§ Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world 
§ Wedding at Cana 



§ Jesus Cleanses the Temple… is the Temple 
§ The Serpent Moses lifted up in the Wilderness 
§ Jesus and the Woman at the Well (Living Water) 
§ Jesus and the Sabbath 
§ Moses accuses you (if you had believed him, you would have believed me) 
§ Jesus feeds the 5000 (This is indeed the Prophet!) 
§ I am the Bread of Life (Moses did not give you bread, my Father did) 
§ Those who ate Manna in the Wilderness died… those who eat of my flesh 

and drink my blood will never die 
§ Jesus’ Teaching at the Feast of Booths 
§ A New Commandment I give you 
§ Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer 

o Jesus and Exodus in Hebrews: Hebrews also builds from a knowledge of Exodus 
to compare Jesus to Moses and the Old Covenant system: 

§ God spoke by prophets and angels… now through His Son 
§ Moses was faithful in God’s House as a Servant; Jesus as a Son 
§ Do not harden your hearts and test the Lord (like Israel in the wilderness) 
§ Entering/not entering God’s rest 
§ Jesus as the High Priest of a better covenant (New Covenant, Jeremiah) 
§ Old Covenant, Tabernacle/Temple, blood of animals, New Covenant, 

Jesus’ blood, Heaven 
§ By faith Moses; by faith Passover, by faith the people left Egypt 

• Baptism and the Exodus:  
• The Lord’s Supper and the Passover 
• The Tabernacle 

o Creation as a Temple 
o God walks with Adam and Eve – without separation 
o The Tabernacle/Temple – Heaven on Earth 
o Jesus Tabernacles Among Us 
o We are the Tabernacle/Temple 
o New Heavens and New Earth – with no temple in it 

• The Glory of YHWH 
o Unveiled in the garden 
o Veiled because of sin 
o Jesus’ glory veiled 
o Jesus’ glory unveiled in the Transfiguration 
o We see through a mirror dimly…  but then face to face 

 
Discussion (if time allows): 

• Having finished the book of Exodus, what would you say this book is about? What is its 
primary message?  

• Thinking of Exodus as a whole, how does it fit with the whole of Scripture? What 
connections do you see to other portions of the Old or New Testament? 

• What is (y)our relationship to these chapters? What is there to apply to your individual 
context, our context as an American church, and/or our context as the Church? 



• What can you learn from these chapters about how to live in a way that is pleasing and 
honoring to God? 

• Other notes/Comments  
 
Wrapping Up Exodus: Enns wraps up Exodus this way: 

“The end of Exodus is not just the end of the story but the beginning of many others. This is 
not only true for the Israelites, whose ups and downs are catalogued for us in Scripture, but 
for us as well. We who have been redeemed by Christ are also poised daily for the journeys 
we take toward our final goal. Israel’s Exodus, as ours, is for a purpose to bring us onward 
and upward.”8  
 
The story of the book of Exodus is our story. We have more of the story than the 
Israelites did. As we read Exodus, we can see that Exodus was pointing to Christ the 
whole time. As we await our heavenly city, we, like the Israelites, need to follow our 
Lord and Savior, trust him now because of what he for us in the past, and look forward 
to the full revelation of God’s glory and the time when we will see “face to face.”  

 
Further Reading: 

• How to Read Exodus by Tremper Longman 
• The Message of Exodus by J. A. Motyer 
• Exodus, NIV Application Commentary by Peter Enns 
• Exodus, New American Commentary by Douglas Stuart 
• Exodus, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary by Walter Kaiser 
• How to Read Exodus by Tremper Longman III 
• The Five Books of Moses: A Translation with Commentary by Robert Alter 
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