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Week 1: Introduction to the Book of Leviticus 

“The people of Israel groaned because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue 
from slavery came up to God.  And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with 
Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.  God saw the people of Israel—and God knew.” – Exodus 2:23-
25 
 
Outline of the Class/Book 

• Week 1: Introduction to the book of Leviticus 
• Part 1: YHWH Delivers Israel (1-18) 

o Week 2: Moses’ birth, exile, and call (1-6) 
o Week 3: YHWH battles the gods of Egypt (7-12) 
o Week 4: The Exodus; Wilderness Wanderings (13-18) 

• Part 2: YHWH Gives the Law (19-24) 
o Week 5: Moses on Mount Sinai and the 10 Commandments (19-20) 
o Week 6: The Book of the Covenant (21-24) 

• Part 3: YHWH’s Dwelling in Israel (25-40) 
o Week 7: Instructions for the Tabernacle (25-31) 
o Week 8: The Golden Calf and Aftermath (32-34) 
o Week 9: Building the Tabernacle (35-40), Importance of the Book of Exodus  

 
Opening Discussion: The book of Exodus can be broken up into three basic sections. Chapters 
1-18 deal with God’s deliverance of His people from Egypt and provision for them in the 
wilderness. 19-24 are the giving of the 10 commandments and the book of the covenant 
(expansion/commentary on the 10 commandments). 25-40 describe the blueprints for and 
building of the Tabernacle – a place for God’s dwelling among His people. I would like us to 
consider the benefit of studying each of these sections. 

• What benefit is it to us to read about God’s deliverance of Israel out of Egypt? Why read, 
ponder, and reflect on “ancient history” in the Bible? 

• What benefit is there for us to study the Old Testament Law when we, as Christians, are 
no longer bound by the Law (in some sense at least)? 

• What benefit is there for us to read about the design and building of the Tabernacle 
when we no longer encounter worship God in a Tabernacle through the mediation of 
Levitical priests but directly through the work of Christ?  

• Basically, why study Exodus?  

Approach of this class: The scope of this class is necessarily limited (covering 40 chapters of 
Exodus in 8 weeks). We will not be turning over every rock and exploring every detail of the 
book. The goal of this class is to equip and aid you in your understanding of Exodus so that you 
will glean more benefit from reading it on your own. Although I may occasionally comment on 
archeology and/or apologetic issues, these subjects will mostly be left for another day. 



Although I do see value in defending Scripture from its critics, I also see danger in focusing so 
much on defending the historicity and integrity of the text that we lose its message. I will, for 
the sake, of this class, assume the historicity and integrity of the text we have before us rather 
than argue for it.  

Another issue that will arise in the study of the Old Testament is how to read it in light of the 
New. A few basic principles I will be operating from (more on these later): 

• Reading the Old Testament is profitable for the Christian:  
2 Timothy 3:16-17: All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work. 
 

• The Old Testament points us towards Christ. 
Luke 24:27: And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 
 

• The Old Testament Law has not been abolished, but fulfilled.  
Matthew 5:17: Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 

Principles for Reading the Book of Levitcus: 

• Principle 1: Recognize the Literary Nature of the Book of Exodus 

o What kind of a book is Exodus? Longman describes Exodus “as theological 
history focusing on God’s relationship with Israel and involving God’s self-
disclosure.”1  

o How did Ancient Hebrews tell Stories?: Hebrew narratives are written through 
the lens of a third-person omniscient narrator. Hebrew narratives rarely tell us 
explicitly what we should think about a particular character and his or her 
actions but we are supposed to make judgments by what the narrator shows us.  

• Principle 2: Explore the Historical Background of the Book 
o When was Exodus written and by whom?: Arguing and defending the date 

and authorship of the book of Exodus is mostly beyond the scope of this class. 
Because I am committed to seeing Scripture (including Exodus) as God’s Word, I 
take its claims and affirmations to be true and reliable. Although Exodus does 
not explicitly identify an author, Moses is portrayed as writing down what God 
told Him (24:434:4, 27-29) and this is reaffirmed by other Old Testament authors 
(Joshua 1:7, 8:31-32; 1 Kings 2:3; 2 Kings 14:6; Ezra 6:18; Nehemiah 13:1; Daniel 
9; Malachi 4:4)  and this is also affirmed by the writers of the New Testament 
(Mark 12:26, Luke 2:22-23; John 5:46-47, 7:19; Acts 3:22; Romans 10:5).2 I do 

 
1 Ibid. 33 
2 Walter C. Kaiser Jr, Exodus. In The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Genesis-Leviticus, ed. Tremper Longman III and 
David E. Garland, Revised edition. (Zondervan Academic, 2008). Pg. 336. 



not think this precludes some compiling and additions after his death (probably 
by or mostly by Joshua), but I am willing to leave the matter at that. 

o What does Exodus tell us about the past? Again, the historicity of the book of 
Exodus will be assumed in this class, not proven, but I do believe it is important 
to insist upon taking historicity of the book seriously. The rest of the Old 
Testament builds its case for the faithfulness, power, and goodness of God on 
the events of the book of Exodus. If these events did not happen, the power of 
these appeals to trust in God because of what He has done are empty and 
meritless. Aligning an ancient text like Exodus with archeological findings is 
difficult (but not always impossible) and not always conclusive, but accepting 
Exodus as history is necessary to appreciating the theology and significance of 
the book. 

• Principle 3: Reflect on the Theological Teaching of the Book 

o How does Exodus describe God? Exodus describes God as a warrior (15:3) who 
fights for and on behalf of His people. Israel does not break free of slavery, Moses 
does not lead them in the wilderness, it is God who saves Israel, God who leads 
them, and God who is at work. In Exodus, God is not passive, in the background, 
and working ”merely” providentially. God is present, active, and terrifying.  

o How does Exodus describe God’s relationship to His people? Exodus, as does 
the rest of Scripture, describes God as in relationship, not in the abstract. God 
hears the cry of His people, calls Moses, leads, speaks to, and dwells among 
them. Exodus (and the rest of the OTL) is concerned with how sinful and 
imperfect humans are to relate to a holy and perfect God.  

o How does Exodus fit into the whole of Scripture? Most obviously, Exodus is 
the second book of the Pentateuch, the five books that make up the Old 
Testament Law, which can be seen as one large covenant or treaty. In the 
Ancient Near East, Lords (suzerains) made covenants with vassals in which the 
Lord would pledge to protect the vassal and granted him land. The vassal would 
pledge loyalty and pay tribute or taxes to the Lord. Seen in this light, Genesis is 
the prologue to the covenant, introducing the suzerain, God, and establishing 
the past relationship (and prior covenant) between God and His vassal state, 
Israel. The first half of Exodus relates God’s deliverance of them from slavery, 
showing Himself to be their Lord and protector. The Law portions of the 
Covenant, beginning with the Ten Commandments describes loyalty YHWH 
demands of Israel and what service to Him looks like. The wandering in the 
wilderness shows God’s continued faithfulness and protection of His people 
despite their failure and disloyalty and we close (Deuteronomy) with a 
recounting of all that that has happened between God and Israel, a call to follow 
the Law and be obedient to God, blessings and curses (benefits and punishments) 
for following or failing to follow the law, and a promise to restore them if (and 
when) they fail. The rest of the Old Testament builds from the Pentateuch. The 
judges and kings of Israel are to be seen in light of how they lead God’s people to 



faithfulness to this covenant or in straying from it. The psalms are reflections on 
what it means to be people of the covenant. The wisdom literature reflects living 
in obedience to the covenant and the prophets call people back to the covenant 
and pronounce judgment on the people for violating it. The New Testament 
builds on and flows from the Old, but the Old Testament builds on and flows 
from the Pentateuch (which arguably is built on Exodus).  

o What in Exodus is theologically normative for today? One of the challenges 
of studying Exodus is understanding what is and is not normative for us as New 
Testament Christians. Contrary to the beliefs of many Christians, Jesus did not 
“do away with” the Law or declare in null and void. He fulfilled it but did not 
abolish it (Matthew 5:17). Sorting this out goes beyond the scope of this week’s 
notes, but this will be one of our tasks and we read through God’s covenant with 
Israel.  

• Principle 4: Reflect on your Situation, your Society’s situation, and the Global 
Situation 

o What is my redemptive-historical relationship to the events of Exodus? 
Important to a proper, Christian, reading of Exodus is understanding Exodus in 
light of the New Testament. Exodus and the rest of the Old Testament prepares 
the way for and points us to Christ. Christ fulfills the Law. Much of the book does 
not apply to us in the sense of “this is what we should do” (e.g. offer animal 
sacrifices), but instead points us to what Christ has done for us. We are not Israel 
and should not read these texts the same way that they did, but these texts are 
for us and remain profitable for “New Testament Christians.” 

o What can I learn from Exodus about how to think and act in a way pleasing 
to God? Although we live in a different era in regards to salvation history, we 
still follow and obey the same God as is revealed in Exodus. Our God is the same 
God who prohibited murder, adultery, bearing false witness, and coveting. His 
moral character has not and cannot change. Therefore there is much in Exodus 
that is helpful in knowing what pleases God and what faithful service to God 
looks like.  

Theology of the Book of Leviticus 

Exodus 6:6-8: “Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from 
under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will redeem you 
with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment. I will take you to be my people, and I will 
be your God, and you shall know that I am the Lord your God, who has brought you out from under 
the burdens of the Egyptians. I will bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob. I will give it to you for a possession. I am the Lord.’” 

Exodus 34:6-7: “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding 
in steadfast love and faithfulness,  keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 



transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on 
the children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth generation.” 

Douglas Stuart Outlines Nine Primary Theological Themes of the Book of Exodus: 3 

1. Salvation, Freedom from Bondage: Contrary to Liberation Theologians, the book of 
Exodus is not about freedom from servitude, but about a transference of servitude from 
a bad master (Pharaoh) to a good one (YHWH). It is God alone who can deliver His 
people from bondage but He does this to claim His people for Himself, not so that they 
can be their own masters.     

2. Real Knowledge of God: The book of Exodus is a revelation of the name, character, and 
glory of YHWH, Israel’s God. The unveiling of the name “YHWH” in the book of Exodus 
is not merely a giving of a personal name, but is the revelation of the character of 
YHWH Himself.4 

3. A Covenant People: Although God does care for and love the nations, the book of 
Exodus sees God establishing Israel as His special people – “a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation (Exodus 19:6).” Building on the Abrahamic covenant, God establishes His 
covenant with Israel and sets them apart as His own.  

4. A Promised Land: Exodus again builds on the Abrahamic covenant with the promise of 
a land – “flowing with milk and honey” – set aside for His people Israel. Although the 
fulfillment of this promise does not come to fruition until later, wandering in the 
wilderness is not their destiny.  

5. The Limited Presence of God in Israel’s Midst: A central focus of the book of Exodus 
is the presence of God, but, as Douglas Stuart rightly points out, this presence is a 
“limited presence” in which “God shows Himself to His covenant people by symbols 
behind barriers.”5 Moses takes off his sandals before approaching the burning bush, the 
people of Israel are not to approach Mount Sinai (under penalty of death), the 
Tabernacle’s design puts limits on the people’s contact with God. God is good, merciful, 
slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness, but He is also holy, set apart, and 
terrifying. The limits of God’s presence are not limits on God’s love for His people but a 
recognition of their limits to behold a Holy and Righteous God.  

6. Representing an Invisible God by Visible Symbols: Exodus strictly forbids idolatry – 
the representation of YHWH (or any other god) in physical form because this reduces 
God and places inappropriate limits on His greatness. But Exodus does allow for symbols 
that help Israel understand their relationship with God. The Ark of the Covenant is not 
an idol because it does not represent God, but the relationship of God with His people 
(as it contains reminders of God’s provision for His people, law, manna, etc., but is not 
an image God Himself). The Tabernacle is a reminder of God’s holiness and the need for 
holiness to approach God, but nowhere within it is any depiction of God Himself. 

 
3 Douglas K. Stuart, Exodus: An Exegetical and Theological Exposition of Holy Scripture (Nashville, Tenn: Holman 
Reference, 2006). 35-49 
4 Austin Surls, Making Sense of the Divine Name in the Book of Exodus, 1st edition. (Winona Lake, Indiana: 
Eisenbrauns, 2017). 
5 Stuart, Exodus. 40 



Exodus also portrays God as having the prerogative of revealing Himself to us – we do 
not “find God” on our own.  

7. The Necessity of Law: Because Israel is YHWH’s servant, they have the responsibility 
to obey Him and live the way that He has revealed to them. The Law should not be seen 
as a burden however, but as grace – God has shown His people the right way to live 
before Him and in human community. The Law God gives is both obligation and gift.  

8. The Necessity of Following God: Throughout the book of Exodus, it is God who 
delivers His people, God who provides for His people, and God who leads His people. 
Israel fails when they do not show faith in God’s goodness, power, or provision and 
either complain against God and His servant Moses, or look to other gods (the golden 
calf) to deliver them. The book ends with the cloud leading Israel through the 
wilderness.  

9. Only One God Has Any Real Power: The book of Exodus is the demonstration of God’s 
power over the gods of Egypt and other peoples or any god the Israelites might make for 
themselves. YHWH, unknown to Pharaoh, makes His power known bringing the 
mightiest nation of the face of the earth to its knees and delivering a nation of slaves.  

Reading Leviticus Together: You can certainly benefit from this class by attending and taking 
part in the discussions, but I believe you will benefit that much more by committing to reading 
through Exodus along with the class. To that end, I will be sending out reading guides every 
week that will include questions that will be discussed the following week (which is how we will 
begin each class). You can choose to read each section in a single sitting, spread it out through 
the week, or just attend the class and continue with your current Bible reading plan. If you do 
choose to read with us, here is the reading for each week: 

• Week of 4/25: Leviticus 1-7 
• Week of 5/2: Leviticus 8-10 
• Week of 5/9: Leviticus 11-15 
• Week of 5/16: Leviticus 16 
• Week of 5/23: Leviticus 17- 
• Week of 5/30: Leviticus 17- 
• Week of 6/5: Leviticus 17- 
• Week of 6/13: Leviticus 17-27 

Preview of Leviticus 1-7 

Primary Sources: 

• How to Read Exodus by Tremper Longman 
• The Message of Exodus by J. A. Motyer 
• Exodus, NIV Application Commentary by Peter Enns 
• Exodus, New American Commentary by Douglas Stuart 
• Exodus, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary by Walter Kaiser 
• How to Read Exodus by Tremper Longman III 
• The Five Books of Moses: A Translation with Commentary by Robert Alter 


