
Sermon Notes – May 16, 2021 

Review:  
⇒ The book of Hebrews has a dual focus. First, the author wants to 

impress his readers with the supremacy and majesty of Christ. 
He is greater than the angels, greater than Moses, and greater 
than the Levitical Priesthood, and supplies a greater sacrifice.  

⇒ Second, the author wants his readers to endure. Having been 
offered such a great salvation they must continue in the faith 
and not turn back.  

⇒ The call to endurance is not a call to self-sufficiency or self-
reliance. The author of Hebrews wants to draw our eyes to 
Christ, the forerunner of our faith. He is the anchor for our soul – 
a hope that is sure and certain. He has gone into the very 
presence of God for us as a priest in the order of Melchizedek.  

Today’s Text:  
In today’s text, we are reminded that our need for perfection before 
God has been accomplished for us by our great High Priest – the 
guarantee of a better covenant, not subject to sin, death, or 
corruption. 

The Need for Perfection 
⇒ The purpose of the priesthood is to make _______________ and 

________ with God possible. The Levitical priests were set aside 
and consecrated for this purpose – they brought worshippers 
into the presence of God and mediated on their behalf.  

⇒ However, Scripture teaches us that sin separates us from our 
Creator and we need help to bridge the chasm between us and 
God. But reconciliation to God requires ____________________ 
and merely human priests are unable to accomplish this in us or 
in themselves.  

⇒ A central reality of the human experience is that death separates 
us from each other, and eternal death threatens to -
__________________________ us from God. Only a priest who 
is not Himself subject to death can unite us to God eternally.  
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Jesus Gives Us a Better Hope 
⇒ The former covenant was weak and useless because it was unable to 

perfect our _____________ or to save us from _________. The priests of 
the old covenant sinned themselves and died. Their sacrifices were never 
enough and had to be continually reoffered.  

⇒ The former covenant’s purpose was to introduce us to Christ. In the old 
covenant we learned the consequence of sin (death), our need for a 
______________, and our complete and utter _________________ on 
God’s righteousness and faithfulness. The old covenant, though unable to 
bring us to perfection, pointed us to Christ who could. Because there has 
been a change in the priesthood, there is also a change in the covenant.  

⇒ Because Jesus is not a priest of the old covenant, He is not subject to its 
__________________. He is a priest, outside of the Levitical system, whose 
priesthood (and our salvation) is not based in human frailties but in the 
_____________ of a God who cannot lie.  

Responding to God’s Word 
⇒ There is one God and one mediator between God and man – Jesus Christ. 

There is no one else that can bring us to God – don’t look elsewhere! 

⇒ There are many aspects of Christian living, culture, or even theology that, 
though good and helpful in their proper place, can be distractions if they 
become the focus. The purpose of spiritual disciplines, Christian worship, 
theological truths, and even the Bible itself, is to point us to Christ, they are 
not to be ends themselves. The Christian life is Christ-focused.  

⇒ The key to endurance is not to work harder but to draw closer. The 
goodness of salvation by grace through faith is that there is rest from any 
attempt to save ourselves or “bridge the gap” that exists between us and 
God. The Christian life is reliance on the work of Christ. 

 

Next Sunday Worship: May 23, 2021 
“Christ is our Security, Not Our Good Behavior”  

(Hebrews 7:23-28) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ fellowship and union ▪ moral perfection ▪ eternally separate ▪ natures ▪ death ▪ substitute ▪ 
dependence ▪ weaknesses ▪ promise  

 


