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Week 3: Ordination of the Priests (Leviticus 8-10) 

““This is what YHWH has said: ‘Among those who are near me I will be sanctified, and before all the 
people I will be glorified.’” – Leviticus 10:3 

“You are to distinguish between the holy and the common, and between the unclean and the clean, 
and you are to teach the people of Israel all the statutes that YHWH has spoken to them by Moses.” 
– Leviticus 10:10-11 
 
Opening Discussion: What did you notice as you read? What questions did you have? How is 
theology taught through the offerings? 

Ordination of Aaron and his Sons (8) 

Moses Prepares Aaron and his Sons (8:1-9): After the instructions for the burnt offering, we 
have a short narrative section describing the actual practice of what has been instructed. Much 
of it is repetitive (like the blueprint and building of the Tabernacle in Exodus), but we also see 
the importance of following the instructions given by God in every detail. Moses begins by 
preparing the priests (Aaron and his sons) for service.  

• Moses, following the command of YHWH, brings Aaron, his sons, their garments, 
anointing oil, and the animals and grain needed for the offerings. The congregation 
assembled at the entrance of the Tabernacle. Moses addressed the congregation, telling 
them that what followed was according to YHWH’s command.  

• First, Moses brought Aaron and his sons and washed them with water. This ritual 
washing signified the purification of the priests as they prepared to enter the ministry. 
This washing is similar to baptism – the priests were fully immersed.1 Priests were 
“baptized” at the age of thirty, and this is certainly the baptism Jesus was receiving from 
John as he began his earthly ministry (at the age of 30).    

• Then, Moses clothed Aaron with the priestly garb (tunic, sash, headdress, breeches) and 
the special garb of the high priest (robe, ephod, breastplate, golden crown, and the Urim 
and the Thummim). The ephod had twelve stones with the names of the twelve tribes. 
This signifies the priests representing the tribes in the presence of God, “carrying” them 
with him. Their names were also inscribed on two stones that were on the shoulders of 
the High Priest (over his heart and on his shoulders). The Urim and the Thummim 
signified the will of God on which the priests were dependent and were to represent that 
the priest acted according to the will of YHWH and not his own will.  

Moses Anoints Aaron, his sons, and the Tabernacle (8:10-13): After “dressing” Aaron, 
he and his place of service are anointed and his sons are similarly prepared. He sprinkled 
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them with the oil of the Tabernacle and sprinkled the altar seven times and all of the 
utensils, and the basin. He also clothed Aaron’s sons with the priestly garments (but not the 
high priestly garments). The anointing represents the presence of God with the priest. The 
New Testament parallel with be the “anointing of the Holy Spirit” received at salvation. It 
sets them apart and makes them holy.  

The Bull for the Sin Offering (8:14-17): Next, Moses offers the offerings needed for the 
ordination of the priests. Although there is no official high priest until Aaron’s ordination is 
complete, Moses is acting in the role of the high priest (as he has been throughout Exodus and 
Leviticus). The first offering, is the sin offering to atone for the sins of Aaron and his sons.  

• Aaron and his sons placed their hands on the head of the bull, signifying the transfer of 
their sin to it.  

• Moses killed the bull, took the blood and placed in on the horns of the altar and poured 
in out at the base of the altar (purifying it) . 

• The fat, the entrails, the long lobe of the liver, and the kidneys with their fat were 
burned on the altar. 

• The bull and its skin and its flesh, and its dung were burned up outside of the camp.  

The Ram for the Burnt Offering (8:18-21): The second offering is the burnt offering – offered 
on holy days, as this is as an act of worship. The order matters. The sin offering dealt with sin 
and made worship possible. Moses offered the ram as had been commanded previously and it 
was a pleasing aroma to YHWH (note this was not said about the sin offering).  

The Ram of Ordination (8:22-29): Third, the ram of ordination is offered. As with the 
previous two offerings, Aaron and his sons placed their hands on it and Moses killed the ram. 
He took some of the blood and put it on the lobes of their right ears, on their right thumbs, and 
on the big toes of their right foot. The blood is thrown on the sides of the altar and the fat 
portions, the right thigh, the liver, the kidneys, and one loaf of unleavened bread and one wafer 
was placed in the hands of the priests and waved before YHWH. Then Moses took them and 
burned them. It was a pleasing aroma before YHWH. Moses took the breast for his portion and 
waved it before YHWH.  

• Blood on the ear, thumb, and toe: The blood on the priests’ ear, thumb, and toe, 
represents their total dedication to God in what they hear (or maybe better, listening to 
God’s commands), do (or obeying God’s commands), and where they go (especially into 
the holy place of the Tabernacle). It signifies that all of their actions were to be set apart 
and that theirs was a holy lifestyle – they were never “off duty.”2 

Aaron and his Sons sprinkled with blood (8:30): Anointing bookends the ceremony. After 
anointing them with oil at the beginning of the ceremony, he anoints them and their clothing 
with oil and blood at the end. The role of the priest is to “cover the people,” but they too need 
to be covered before they can cover the people. 
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Seven Days of Ordination (8:31-36): At the end of the ceremony, they are set apart from the 
rest of the congregation for seven days – a purification process. This is somewhat parallel to 
circumcision (baby boys were circumcised on the eighth day). They are to boil the flesh of the 
ram and eat it and the bread of ordination. Whatever is left over is to be burned up. They are to 
remain in the Tabernacle for seven days, day and night or they will die.  

Aaron Begins His Priestly Ministry (9) 

Instructions on Sacrifices (9:1-4): On the eighth day, Aaron and his sons emerge from the 
Tabernacle and begin their priestly ministry. In the previous chapter, Moses offered the 
sacrifices but now that Aaron’s purification process is complete, he is now qualified to begin his 
work. As Moses did before, he offers a sin offering for himself and a burnt offering as an act of 
worship, but he also offers a sin offering for the people, a grain offering, and a peace offering 
(covering three or four of the five offerings found in the previous chapters).3 
 
Sacrifice for the priests (9:5-11): The first guilt offering is a calf to cover priests’ sin. 
Everything is done according to YHWH’s instructions. 
 
The Burnt offering: (9:12-14): The second offering (burnt) is offered as a sacrifice of worship 
(again, sin dealt with, then worship).  
 
Sacrifices for the people (9:15-21): Having dealt with his own sin, now Aaron offers sacrifices 
for the sin of the people. First the sin offering (a goat), covering the sins of the people. Then 
the burnt offering, as an act of worship, then the grain offering (also an act of worship), then 
the peace offering (an ox and a ram), which signifies fellowship with God. Again, everything is 
done according to YHWH and Moses’ instructions. 
 
Acceptance of Aaron’s Offering (9:22-24):  After all of the offerings have been completed, 
Moses and Aaron entered into the tabernacle and reemerged to bless the people. The glory of 
YHWH appeared to the people (the fire?) and fire came out and consumed the burnt offering 
and the pieces of fat on the altar, signifying the acceptableness of the offerings. The people’s 
response is appropriate – worship! They shouted and fell on their faces.  

The Death of Nadab and Abihu (10) 

Nadab and Abihu bring authorized fire before YHWH (10:1-3): But, like the sin of the 
golden calf, there is failure on the part of the priests. Nadab and Abihu offered unauthorized 
fire before YHWH on the altar of incense and the fire came out and consumed them and they 
died. Moses said to Aaron “This is what YHWH has said: ‘Among those who are near me I will be 
sanctified, and before all the people I will be glorified.’” Aaron did not respond and was silent.   

• What is the unauthorized fire? Probably the mistake here is tied to the fire itself – or 
the coals used in the fire. They were to use coals from the altar of burnt offering, but 
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instead, they used coals from an outside, profane (common, not holy) source. The fire 
was impure, and the source of this impurity was cleansed by the fire from YHWH.4  

• They were killed because they did not treat YHWH as holy, they did not follow the 
instructions given to them and thus they profaned YHWH before the people. Note the 
contrast of Aaron’s silence to the shouting of the people in the previous verses. This is a 
silence that reflects the seriousness of being priests of YHWH in contrast to the joy of 
fellowship and relationship with God. God is good and faithful, but He will act to defend 
His name and representing Him is a weighty! 

Mishael and Elzaphan carry their brothers out of YHWH’s presence (10:4-7): Moses calls 
Aaron’s cousins to carry away the bodies of Nadab and Abihu and take them outside of the 
camp. They are not to tear their clothes or let their hair to become disheveled (culturally 
appropriate signs of mourning), this is to be done by the house of Israel, but not the priests. 
They are also to remain inside the Tabernacle or they will die.  

Regulations for Priests (10:8-11): Aaron and his sons are not to drink wine or strong drink 
when they enter the Tabernacle (this is to be passed on in perpetuity). They are to distinguish 
between holy and common, and between what is unclean and unclean and teach the people all 
of the statutes of YHWH.  

• They are not to drink wine or strong drink. They are to be pure before YHWH. 
• Distinguish between what is Holy and Common: This is what was not done in the 

previous passage. God is to be treated as holy, not as common.  
• Distinguish between what is Clean and Unclean: This will be much of what is to 

follow. Uncleanness is not to come before YHWH and must be separated from Him. 
• Teach: The “other” job of the priests – they represent God and teach the people. 

Proper Eating of the Grain and Peace Offerings 10:12-15: Moses told Aaron and his 
surviving sons that they are to take the remaining grain offering and eat it besides the altar – in 
a holy place. The breast and thigh, they are to eat in a clean place – it is to be for the priest 
throughout all generations.  

Moses asks about the Eating of the Sin Offering (10:16-20): When Moses asked about the 
goat of the sin offering, he discovered that it had been burnt up! This made him angry and he 
confronted Eleazar and Ithamar (the surviving sons of Aaron). They were to eat the sin offering 
so that they will bear the iniquity of the congregation and make atonement for them. They 
should have eaten it in the sanctuary! Aaron defended them by reminding them of what 
happened to his deceased sons. Would YHWH have approved of the eating of the sin offering in 
this context? When Moses heard this, he was satisfied.  

• Aaron’s explanation: Aaron’s justification seems to be that since YHWH had 
consumed his sons, the eating of this offering would be inappropriate. This satisfies 
Moses and he accepts this explanation.  

Reading Leviticus Together: Leviticus 11-15 

 
4 Jacob Milgrom, Leviticus (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2004). 93-94 


