
Exposition of the Book of Leviticus 
Sunset Bible Church Adult Sunday School 2021 

 
Week 6: Lifestyle Holiness (Leviticus 17-19) 

“And you shall observe all my statutes and all my rules, and do them: I am YHWH.” – Leviticus 
19:37 

 
Opening Discussion:  

• What is the purpose of the commandments and prohibitions in the text 
(sometimes the text tells you, other times this can be discerned by context)? 
Paying attention to prepositions like for" or "to" can be helpful.  

• What is being taught by these commands/prohibitions (remember, the law is, in 
some ways, "lived theology")? 

• Which commands are relevant to us today? Why did you answer the way you did? 
• What is being taught about God in the text? Us (God's people)? Sin? Salvation?  

Laws on Sacrifices and Blood (17) 

On Sacrifices 

• Sacrifices not Brought to the Tabernacle: Anyone who kills an ox/lamb/goat and does 
not bring it to the Tabernacle to offer, bloodguilt will be imputed to that man. He has 
shed blood and he will be cut off from his people. This is so that the people can bring 
sacrifices they make in the open field to the priest at the entrance of the Tabernacle and 
make them as peace offering to YHWH. Why? So that they will no longer sacrifice to 
goat demons after whom they whore. This shall be a statute forever for them throughout 
their generations. 

o What is actually being prohibited here? The actual prohibition is best 
understood as the offering of sacrifices outside of the temple.   

o Why is this prohibition necessary? Because of idolatrous practices.  
• Prohibition extends to everyone: Anyone, whether he is from the house of Israel or a 

stranger that does not bring a sacrifice to the tent of meeting will be cut off.  

On Eating Blood 

• Penalty for Eating Blood: If anyone (from Israel or a sojourner) eats blood, YHWH will 
set his face against that person and cut him off from his people. 

• Explanation of Prohibition: Because the life is in the blood and I have given it for you on 
the altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the 
life. Therefore I have said to the people of Israel, No person among you shall eat blood, 
neither shall any stranger who sojourns among you eat blood. 



• Handling Blood: Anyone who, while hunting, kills a beast or bird that may be eaten, is 
to pour the blood out and cover it with earth. Because the life of every creature is its 
blood. (Repeated – anyone who eats the blood of any creature is to be cut off).  

• Eating Animals already Dead: Every person who eats what died by itself or was killed 
by animals is to wash his clothes and bathe and be unclean until evening, then he will be 
clean. If he does not do so, he shall bear his iniquity.  

• Understanding the Prohibitions on Blood: The prohibitions on blood are related to 
the sacrificial system. It extends to all aspects of life as a constant reminder of the 
seriousness of sin and the covering of their sin by the blood of animals. Because of this, 
blood in every context was to be treated as sacred. Outside of sacrificial contexts, it 
made you unclean. In sacrificial contexts, it provided for your atonement and was to be 
treated as Holy to YHWH.  

Laws on Sexual Relations (18) 

You shall not be like the Egyptians or Canaanites: And YHWH spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak 
to the people of Israel and say to them, I am YHWH your God. You shall not do as they do in the 
land of Egypt, where you lived, and you shall not do as they do in the land of Canaan, to which I am 
bringing you. You shall not walk in their statutes. You shall follow my rules and keep my statutes 
and walk in them. I am YHWH your God. You shall therefore keep my statutes and my rules; if a 
person does them, he shall live by them: I am YHWH. 

• I am YHWH, your God: This is the basis for all of the laws in these chapters. There is a 
two-fold emphasis. Firstly, they are to keep these laws on the basis of who YHWH is. 
They reflect Him and His holiness and purity. Secondly, He is their God. Because they 
belong to a Holy God, they are to reflect His holiness in their actions and practices.  

• You will not do as they do: Because they are not a common people, but a set-apart 
holy people, they are not to be like other nations. In particular they are not be like the 
Egyptians (from whence they came) or the Canaanites (where they are going). These 
peoples are singled out because: 1) It will be a temptation to revert to their old way of 
life or to conform to the peoples around them; and 2) The Canaanites, as a group, 
exhibit many of the practices that YHWH finds particularly abhorrent and is prohibiting 
in this section. They have become a particularly depraved culture and their expulsion 
from the land God is giving Israel is punishment for their sins (and a warning to Israel).  

• If a person does them, he will live by them… This previews the blessings and curses 
of Deuteronomy. If Israel obeys God’s laws, they will prosper; if they do not they will 
expelled from the land.  

Prohibited Sexual Relationships: Sexual sins seem to be particularly associated with the 
Canaanites (hence the warning preceding this section). Some of these prohibitions are for the 
purpose of purity, some for avoiding idolatrous practices, and some are for the protection of 
family relationships.  

• Sexual Relationships with Close Relatives Prohibited: The following sexual 
relationships are prohibited because it would involve too close of a relative: Mother, 
mother-in-law, sister or half-sister (whether brought up in the same home or 



otherwise), granddaughter, step-sister (brought up in your father’s house), aunt, 
daughter-in-law, or sister-in-law. 

o Uncover your (father’s) nakedness: Having sex with your mother is uncovering 
your father’s nakedness because of the oneness of a man and wife in the 
marriage relationship.  

o Patriarchs: It is difficult not to see all of the parallels between what is 
prohibited and the lives of the patriarchs. Abraham married his half-sister, Judah 
slept with his daughter-in-law, Reuben slept with his father’s wife, and Jacob 
married two sisters. Perhaps one of the purposes for what is listed is to remove 
justification from appealing to their stories (they did it, why can’t I?).   

• Other Marriage Prohibitions: 
o A man shall not marry a mother and her daughter or granddaughter (it is 

depravity). 
o A man shall not take a sister as a rival wife to her sister while she is still alive. 

There is some discussion about whether this is a prohibition on polygamy or on 
marrying two sisters. Either is a possible interpretation.  

• Other Prohibited Sexual Acts:  
o A Woman’s Menstrual Period: Because of the association with blood, a man is 

to abstain from sex during a woman’s period. Blood is ceremonially holy, thus, 
out of its proper place makes one unclean.  

o Adultery: Listed here (as well as elsewhere) because it falls under the category 
of inappropriate sexual relationship.  

o Giving your Children to Molech: The placement of this prohibition is 
perplexing. Children were sacrificed to Molech by the Ammonites and at times 
Israel fell into similar practices. Some have theorized that, perhaps what is 
meant here is giving your children as temple prostitutes to Molech, but there is 
no historical evidence of this.1 Another possibility is that child sacrifice was 
understood as helping with fertility. Either of these explanations may help 
explain why this is listed under sexual prohibitions. 

o A man having sex with a man (It is an abomination): Only male 
homosexuality is listen here (not female homosexuality). The reason for this is 
likely that male homosexuality was common in the ancient world whereas 
female homosexuality was not. This is called an abomination – a sin that “makes 
God sick.” It is a twisting of God’s intention for male and female in the creation 
mandate. 

o Bestiality (either a man or a woman) (It is a perversion): Sexual 
relationships with animals is also prohibited. Unlike homosexuality, both male 
and female sexual relationships are specifically prohibited. It is possible that this 
relates to pagan practices in the land.  

o Logic of Sexual Prohibitions: Sexual prohibitions seem to fall into three 
categories: 

 
1 Mark F. Rooker, Leviticus: An Exegetical and Theological Exposition of Holy Scripture (Nashville, TN: Broadman & 
Holman Publishers, 2000). 245-246 



§ Sexual relationships are prohibited in cases in which the participants are 
too similar (same family, same gender) 

§ Sexual relationships are prohibited in cases in which the participants are 
too different (animals) 

§ Sexual relations are prohibited for ceremonial reasons (sexual relations 
during menstruation).  

§ The first two relate to honoring the doctrine of creation, the third to 
honoring the ritual significance of blood.  

Do not Make Yourselves Unclean: “Do not make yourselves unclean by any of these things, for 
by all these the nations I am driving out before you have become unclean, and the land became 
unclean, so that I punished its iniquity, and the land vomited out its inhabitants. But you shall keep 
my statutes and my rules and do none of these abominations, either the native or the stranger who 
sojourns among you (for the people of the land, who were before you, did all of these abominations, 
so that the land became unclean), lest the land vomit you out when you make it unclean, as it 
vomited out the nation that was before you. For everyone who does any of these abominations, the 
persons who do them shall be cut off from among their people. So keep my charge never to practice 
any of these abominable customs that were practiced before you, and never to make yourselves 
unclean by them: I am YHWH your God.” 

• The prohibitions on sexual sin are bracketed by commands to not be like the people of 
the land into which they are going. This, again, indicates that some/many/all of these 
practices were prevalent or at least present among the Canaanites. The Israelites are 
God’s chosen people, but do not receive preferential treatment. If they do what they did, 
the result will be the same – they will vomited out from the land. 

• The basis, again, is the identity of YHWH and Israel’s relationship to Him – I am YHWH 
your God. 

Living as a Holy People 

Basis for Holiness: And YHWH spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to all the congregation of the 
people of Israel and say to them, You shall be holy, for I YHWH your God am holy. 

Review of Commandments: All of the ten commandments (expect the tenth) are reiterated in 
some way in this section. It can be helpful to understand these laws as either commentary on 
the ten commandments and/or repeated emphasis on their importance. Here the fifth, third, 
and second commandments are repeated on the basis of the first commandment. 

• Fifth Commandment: Every one of you shall revere his mother and his father. 
• Third Commandment: You shall keep my Sabbaths. 
• Second Commandment: Do not turn to idols or make for yourselves any gods of cast 

metal. 
• Basis (First Commandment): I am YHWH your God 

Peace Offerings: A peace offering must be eaten on the day offered or the following day. 
Anything left after that must be burned with fire or it is tainted, will not be accepted, and the 



person who eats it will bear his iniquity because he has profaned what is holy to YHWH. This 
person will be cut off from his people.  

Loving Your Neighbor (more commandments) 

• Leaving harvest for the poor: When a man harvests his field or vineyard, he is to leave 
the edges unharvested and is not to pick up what is dropped. These are to be left for the 
poor and the sojourner.  

• Combination of the eighth, ninth and fourth Commandment:  The concern here 
seems to be that people will defraud each other using YHWH’s name.  

o You shall not steal. 
o You shall not deal falsely or lie. Not only bearing false witness is prohibited, but 

so is lying. The heart of the commandment is to be true in a way that reflects the 
truth of God.  

o You shall not swear falsely by my name and so profane my name. The fourth 
commandment, taking God’s name in vain is prohibited because it dishonors 
God, but here it is seen as a means by which someone might defraud their 
neighbor. 

• Expansion of the Eighth Commandment: You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob 
him. The eighth commandment is expanded to include actions that oppress your 
neighbor. 

o The wages of a hired worker must be paid on the same day: In a context in which 
people depended on their daily wages to eat, withholding wages was a serious 
form of oppression and, in God’s mind, stealing.  

o You shall not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind (but are to fear 
YHWH).  Did God imagine that someone would actually place stumbling blocks 
in front of the blind? Perhaps, but these commands are more for the purpose of 
prohibiting people from using someone’s weakness or disadvantage to their 
advantage as a means of oppression (the application of these commands would 
be far more reaching than taking advantage of the blind/deaf). 

• Expansion of the ninth Commandment: The explicit prohibition of the ninth 
commandment  

o You shall not do injustice in court 
o You shall not be partial to the poor: Judgements are not to be made on the basis of 

pity. 
o You shall not defer to the great: Judgments are not to be made on the basis of 

prejudice or for the personal advantage of the judges.  
o You will judge your neighbor in righteousness: Remember that in this cultural 

context, judging was a part of everyday life. Judgment was the job of neighbors 
at the city gates.  

o You shall not go as a slanderer. The ninth commandment prohibited false witness 
(in the context of court), but here it is expanded to any slander, whether in a 
legal context or not.  



• Expansion of the Fifth Commandment: “‘Do not do anything that endangers your 
neighbor’s life. Not only is murder wrong, but anything that might endanger your 
neighbor (here is the logic behind building parapets on the roof of your house, etc.) 

• Loving your neighbor as the founding principle of the 5th-9th Commandments:  
o You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but shall reason frankly with him 
o You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people 

• Summary: You shall love your neighbor as yourself, I am YHWH. 

Keeping YHWH’s Statutes 

• Wholeness/Holiness Laws: 
o You shall not allow your cattle to breed with a different kind: 
o You shall not sow your field with two kinds of seed 
o You shall not wear a garment made of two different kinds of material 

• Exception to prohibition on Neighbor’s Wife: If a man lies with a female slave who 
was assigned to another man but hasn’t yet been given her freedom, a distinction is to 
be made and they will not be put to death (this is an exception to the earlier law 
prohibiting sleeping with your neighbor’s wife). They will not be put to death and he 
will bring a ram for a guilt offering and the priest will make atonement for him and he 
will be forgiven.  

• Cleansing the Land from its Impurity: When the people come into the land, the 
plants and fruit is forbidden for three years. In the fourth year, its fruit will be holy to 
YHWH. After the fifth year, they can eat of its fruit. 

• Miscellaneous Laws (new and old): 
o You shall not eat flesh with blood in it 
o You shall not interpret omens or tell fortunes 
o You shall not round the hair of your temples or mar the edges of your beard 
o You shall not make cuts on your body for the dead or tattoo yourselves 
o You shall not profane your daughter by making her a prostitute.  
o You shall keep my Sabbaths and reverence my sanctuary. 
o Do not turn to mediums or necromancers 
o You shall stand before the elderly and honor the face of an old man. 
o You shall not wrong the sojourner but love him as yourself because you were 

strangers in the land of Egypt.  
o You shall do no wrong in judgement, measurements, or weights. You shall have just 

weights and measurements.  
• Summary: And you shall observe all my statutes and all my rules, and do them: I am 

YHWH. 

Final Discussion, if time permits: What does God expect from us? What relationship do we, 
as Christians today, have to these laws? 

Reading Leviticus Together: Leviticus 20-23 


