
Exposition of the Book of Leviticus 
Sunset Bible Church Adult Sunday School 2021 

 
Week 7: Lifestyle Holiness (Leviticus 20-23) 

“Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am YHWH your God. Keep my decrees and follow 
them. I am YHWH, who makes you holy..” – Leviticus 20:7-8 

 
Opening Discussion:  

• What are the purposes of the commandments and prohibitions in the text (sometimes 
the text tells you, other times this can be discerned by context)?  

• What is being taught by these commands/prohibitions (remember, the law is, in some 
ways, "lived theology")? 

• Why are the punishments so “harsh”? Do these penalties reflect God’s ideal society? 
• Which commands are relevant to us today? Why did you answer the way you did? 
• What is being taught about God in the text? Us (God's people)? Sin? Salvation?  

Punishment for Holiness Violations (20) 

Religious Holiness 

• Punishment for those sacrificing their children to Molek: Anyone (Israelite or 
foreigner) who sacrifices one of their children to Molek is to be stoned by his 
community. If his community close their eyes to his sin, YHWH will set his face against 
him and cut him off from his people because he has defiled the sanctuary and profaned 
His name..  

o Molek: Amorite deity (previously mentioned) 
o On stoning: Stoning requires the participation of the community to rid 

themselves of an evil that defiles the people corporately.  
• Going to Mediums and Spiritists: I will set my face against anyone who turns to mediums 

and spiritists to prostitute themselves by following them, and I will cut them off from their 
people.  

• Foundational Principle: Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am YHWH your 
God. Keep my decrees and follow them. I am YHWH, who makes you holy. “I am YHWH who 
makes you holy” is repeated throughout this section. It is not the people who make 
themselves holy, this is God’s work. But they are live their lives in a way that reflects 
who God has made them to be.  

Familial Holiness 

• Penalty for Adultery: If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife—with the wife of 
his neighbor—both the adulterer and the adulteress are to be put to death. 

• Penalty for Cursing Parents: Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to 
death. Because they have cursed their father or mother, their blood will be on their own head. 



o What is cursing? This is not a child getting angry and speaking inappropriately 
to his parents, but an adult invoking a curse, probably involving magic (thus this 
is also a religious crime).1 

o Harshness of the penalties: Wenham argues from parallels in ANE law codes 
and examples of enforcement found in the Old Testament, that these penalties 
represent the maximum sentence, not the minimum penalty.2 The actual penalty 
would be decided by judges (elders at the gates most of the time) dependent on 
the nature and circumstances of the crime.  

o Types of Penalties: 
§ Death penalty (probably stoning unless otherwise indicated, sometimes 

burning).  
§ Cutting off: The removal of the person from the covenant community.  
§ Restitution: Payment to the wronged party to pay for lost 

wages/animals/property (usually with additional compensation) 
• Penalty for inappropriate sexual relations: The law stipulates harsh penalties for 

inappropriate sexual relations: 
o If a man has sexual relations with his father’s wife, his daughter-in-law, or with 

another man, both participants are to be put to death. If a man marries both a 
woman and her mother, he and they are to be burned in the fire. 

o If a man or woman has sexual relations with an animal, both the human and the 
animal are to be put to death.  

o If a man marries his sister, they are to be removed from the people (cut off).  
o If a man has sexual relations with a woman during her monthly period, both of 

them are to be cut off from their people. 
o If a man has sexual relations with his biological aunt, both of them will be held 

responsible (penalty not stipulated, but presumable by context, they will die 
childless). If a man has sexual relations with his aunt by marriage, they will be 
held responsible and will die childless. If a man marries his brother’s wife, they 
will be childless. 

Keep my Decrees 

• Israel is entreated to keep all of YHWH’s decrees and laws, so that the land will not 
vomit them out. They are not to live according to the customs of the Canaanites who did 
these things. YHWH has set Israel apart from the nations and they will possess the land 
as an inheritance, a land flowing with milk and honey.  

• They must make a distinction between clean and unclean animals and birds and avoid 
the animals that move along the ground. They are to be holy because YHWH is holy, and 
they have set you apart from the nations. 

o The distinctions between unclean and clean animals mirrors their charge to be a 
holy and distinct people among the peoples of the land. This verse gives insight 
to many of the regulations and commands on purity.  

 
1 Mark F. Rooker, Leviticus: An Exegetical and Theological Exposition of Holy Scripture (Nashville, TN: Broadman & 
Holman Publishers, 2000). 269 
2 Gordon J. Wenham, The Book of Leviticus (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1979). 281-282 



• A man or woman who is a medium or spiritist is to be stoned.  
o The text did not specify a penalty for the one going to a medium, but the 

medium is to be put to death by the community.  

Regulations for Priests (21-22) 

The Priest’s Family Life:  

• Burying the Dead: A priest must not make himself ceremonially unclean for any of his 
family who die (by handling the dead body), except for a close blood relative. 

• Personal Holiness: Priests must be holy to their God because they present the food 
offerings to YHWH.  Priests must not shave their heads, the edges of their beards, or cut 
their bodies. 

o The regulations on cutting probably relate to pagan ritual mourning practices.  
• Marriage for priests: Priests must not marry women who have been prostitutes, who 

have been divorced, or a widow. He must marry a virgin.  
• Priest’s Daughter: If a priest’s daughter prostitutes herself, she must be burned in the 

fire. This refers to the daughter of a priest who is still in his house. This penalty is so 
harsh because this reflects the beginning of cult prostitution, common among the 
peoples of the land. If a priest is prostituting his daughter, it is either explicitly 
associated with the worship of YHWH or likely to seen as such.  

• The High Priest: The high priest must not let his hair become unkempt and he must 
not tear his clothes. He must not make himself unclean for a dead body, even for his 
parents. 

The Wholeness of the Priests: Descendants of Aaron with physical defects (blind, lame, 
disfigured, deformed, etc.) is to present the offerings to YHWH. He can eat the holy food of the 
priests but he must not approach the altar. Priests, like the animals they offer, are to reflect the 
holiness and otherness of YHWH. This is means through which YHWH is treated as holy.  

Ceremonial Cleanness of the Priests: Priests must maintain ceremonial cleanness when they 
approach YHWH. If they fail to do this, they will be cut off.  

• Priests who have become ceremonially unclean: If a priest becomes ceremonially 
unclean, he is not to eat of the sacred offerings until he is cleansed.  

• Safety of the Priests: The priests are to perform my service in such a way that they do not 
become guilty and die for treating it with contempt. I am YHWH, who makes them holy. 

• Eating of the sacred offering: Only the priest’s family is to eat of the sacred offering, 
this includes servants and those born to them. If his daughter marries someone other 
than a priest, she may no longer eat of it. If her husband dies and she is childless, she 
may return to her father’s house and eat of it. If someone eats of a sacred offering by 
mistake, he must make restitution to the priest adding a fifth of its value.  

Acceptable and Unacceptable Sacrifices:  

• Animals for burnt offerings must be a male without defect from the cattle, sheep or 
goats in order that it may be accepted on your behalf.  



• An animal for a freewill offering must also be without defect or blemish to be 
acceptable.  

• An ox or a sheep that is deformed or stunted can be presented as a fellowship offering 
but not as a fulfillment of a vow.  

• A calf, lamb, or goat must stay with its mother for seven days before it can be offered. 
Mother and young must not be slaughtered on the same day.  

• Thanksgiving offerings must be eaten on the same day they are offered.  

Holy Days (23) 

Sabbath: There are six days when you may work, but the seventh day is a day of sabbath rest, a day 
of sacred assembly. You are not to do any work; wherever you live, it is a sabbath to YHWH. 

Seven Yearly Festivals: These are YHWH’s appointed festivals, the sacred assemblies you are to 
proclaim at their appointed times. Like the Sabbath, these festivals are, in a sense, the goal of 
their work. They labor and work during the week so that they can rest and enjoy fellowship and 
union with God on the Sabbath. Similarly, they labor and work during the year so that they can 
have fellowship with God on the feast days. 3 

1. The Passover: Passover begins at twilight on the fourteenth day of the first month.  
2. Festival of Unleavened Bread: On the fifteenth day of that month YHWH’s Festival of 

Unleavened Bread begins; for seven days you must eat bread made without yeast. On the 
first day hold a sacred assembly and do no regular work. For seven days present a food 
offering to YHWH. And on the seventh day hold a sacred assembly and do no regular work. 

3. Festival of Firstfruits: When they enter the land and reap its harvest, the people are to 
bring the priest a sheaf of the first grain harvest. He is to wave the sheaf before YHWH 
on the day following the Sabbath (Sunday). On this day, a year-old lamb without defect 
is to be offered as a burnt offering with a grain offering of flour and a drink offering of 
wine.  

4. Festival of Weeks (Pentecost):  
o Fifty days after the wave offering, a new grain offering is to be offered.  
o The people are to bring two loaves of bread (cooked with yeast) as a wave 

offering before YHWH.  
o Seven male year-old lambs (without defects), one young bull and two rams are to 

be offered as burnt offerings to YHWH, together with grain and drink offerings.  
o Then one male goat is to be offered as a sin offering. 
o Then, two lambs, each a year old, are to be offered as a fellowship offering. The 

priest is to wave the two lambs before YHWH as a wave offering, together with 
the bread of the firstfruits. They are a sacred offering to YHWH for the priest.  

o On that same day you are to proclaim a sacred assembly and do no regular work. 
This is to be a lasting ordinance for the generations to come, wherever you live. 

o When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or 
gather the gleanings of your harvest. Leave them for the poor and for the foreigner. 

 
3 Rooker, Leviticus. 282 



5. The Festival of Trumpets: The first day of the seventh month is to be day of sabbath 
rest, a sacred assembly commemorated with trumpet blasts. They are to do no regular 
work, and are to offer a food offering. 

6. The Day of Atonement: The tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of Atonement. 
Hold a sacred assembly and deny yourselves, and present a food offering to YHWH. Do not 
do any work on that day, because it is the Day of Atonement, when atonement is made for 
you before YHWH your God. Those who do not deny themselves but work, will be cut off 
from the people.  

7. The Festival of Tabernacles:  
o The fifteenth day of the seventh month begins the Festival of Tabernacles, and it 

lasts for seven days. On the first day and last days they are to do no regular work. 
For seven days they are to present food offerings to YHWH, and on the eighth 
day they are to hold a sacred assembly and present a food offering to YHWH. 

o (Summary of Festivals: These are YHWH’s appointed festivals, which you are to 
proclaim as sacred assemblies for bringing food offerings to YHWH—the burnt 
offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink offerings required for each day. 
These offerings are in addition to those for YHWH’s Sabbaths and in addition to 
your gifts and whatever you have vowed and all the freewill offerings you give to 
YHWH.) 

o On the first day of the festival of Tabernacles, they are to wave palm branches 
(or branches from other luxuriant trees), live in tents, and rejoice before YHWH 
for seven days. All native-born Israelites are to live in these shelters to 
remember when YHWH brought them out of Egypt.  

Final Discussion, if time permits: What does God expect from us? What relationship do we, 
as Christians today, have to these laws? What relationship do we have to these festivals? 

Reading Leviticus Together: Leviticus 24-27 


