
Exposition of the Book of Leviticus 
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Week 8: Sanctuary, Sabbaths, Blessings and Curses, Vows and Tithes (24-27) 

“The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and you reside in my land as 
foreigners and strangers.” – Leviticus 25:23 

“I will put my dwelling place among you, and I will not abhor you. I will walk among you and be your 
God, and you will be my people.” – Leviticus 26:11-12 

 
Opening Discussion:  

• What are the purposes of the commandments and prohibitions in the text (sometimes 
the text tells you, other times this can be discerned by context)?  

• What is being taught by these commands/prohibitions (remember, the law is, in some 
ways, "lived theology")? 

• Why are the punishments so “harsh”? Do these penalties reflect God’s ideal society? 
• Which commands are relevant to us today? Why did you answer the way you did? 
• What is being taught about God in the text? Us (God's people)? Sin? Salvation?  

Keeping the Name of YHWH Holy (24) 

Olive Oil and Bread Set Before YHWH: The lamps in the Tabernacle are to be kept burning 
continually (clear olive oil is to be used). Similarly, the bread of the table of showbread is to be 
set before YHWH regularly, in two stacks of six as a perpetual offering to YHWH.  

A Blasphemer is Put to Death: The son of an Israelite mother and Egyptian father cursed the 
name of YHWH while in a fight with an Israelites. They kept him in custody awaiting the will of 
YHWH. YHWH told Moses to take him outside the camp and have the entire congregation stone 
him. This is to apply to foreigner and native-born Israelites alike. The congregation did as 
YHWH had commanded Moses.  

• The nationality of the offender is mentioned because this becomes an unclear case – 
does this law only apply to Israelites? Or to foreigners also in their midst? 

Laws Apply to Foreigners: An Israelite who kills, injures, steals from another is to have the 
same penalty applied regardless of whether they are foreign or native born.  

Sabbath Year and Jubilee (25) 

Sabbath Year: When the land is given to Israel, they are to observe a year of Sabbath before 
planting crops. After this, they are to observe six years of working their fields and then observe 
a year of rest for the land. They are to eat whatever the land yields for them in that year.  

Jubilee: After seven sevens of years, they are to observe a year of Jubilee (every fiftieth year). 
On the Day of Atonement, liberty is to be proclaimed to all of the inhabitants of the land.  



• It is to be a year of rest for the land and only what the land produces is to be eaten. 
o This might make back-to-back sabbatical years, but some have read Jubilee to be 

a “short/special year” of 49 days itself.1 
• All property (including land) is to be returned. 
• Slaves are to be set free.  

Regulation of Jubilee:  

• Selling/Buying Land Leading up to Jubilee: Land is to be bought and sold on the basis 
of the number of years left until Jubilee – they are not to take advantage of the Jubilee 
to profit off of each other.  

• Provision during Jubilee and Sabbatical Year: YHWH promises to bless them when 
they observe Jubilee with plentiful harvests in the sixth year that will provided for three 
years, until the harvest of the ninth year.  

• Land Ownership and Jubilee:  
o Underlying Principle: Land is not to be sold permanently because the land is 

YHWH’s and they live in the land as foreigners and strangers.    
o Redeeming Land: If an Israelite becomes poor and sells their property, their 

nearest relative should redeem it. If there is no one to redeem it and they are 
able to redeem it later on, they should redeem it themselves. If they are unable 
to do so, the property will remain with the buyer until the year of Jubilee when it 
will go back to them. Jubilee is a “last-resort” to prevent permanent slavery or 
impoverishment. The preferred option is for the land to be redeemed by a 
relative. 

o Selling and Redeeming a House: If a house in a walled city is sold, the right of 
redemption is retained for a year. If it is not redeemed within that time, it goes 
permanently to the buyer. If the house is in a village, not in a walled city, it is 
treated like land and is returned during Jubilee. 

o Levites and their Property: Levities always maintain the right to redeem their 
houses in Levitical towns. Pasturelands belonging to the Levites are not to be 
sold.  

• Poverty:  
o Underlying Principle: If any of your fellow Israelites become poor and are unable 

to support themselves among you, help them as you would a foreigner and stranger, 
so they can continue to live among you. 

o Interest must not to be taken from poor Israelites nor should food be sold to 
them at a profit because YHWH is their God.  

o When Israelites, because of their poverty, sell themselves to other Israelites, 
they are not to be treated as slaves but as hired workers until the year of Jubilee 
when they are to be released. Slaves can be purchased from the nations 
surrounding them. These same rules are to apply when the Israelite sells himself 
to a foreigner living among them.  

 
1 Gordon J. Wenham, The Book of Leviticus (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1979). 319 



§ Exodus 21 stipulates that a slave goes free after six years of work but may 
make an arrangement for this to be permanent. In the year of Jubilee, 
apparently, even those slaves go free.2 
 

• Underlying Principle: The Israelites belong to YHWH as servants, “They are my 
servants, whom I brought out of Egypt. I am YHWH your God.” 

Blessings and Curses (26) 

Rewards for Obedience: If Israel keeps God’s laws, he will bless them. Although the whole of 
the law is in mind, the three commands reiterated here signify the whole of the law because of 
their centrality in faithfulness to YHWH: They are not to make idols, they are to observe the 
sabbaths, and they are to show reverence for His sanctuary. These laws are the heart of the law 
because they are the central ways Israel shows their love for and covenant faithfulness toward 
YHWH. 

 If they follow His decrees and obey His commands, YHWH promises to: 

• Send rain in its season so that the ground yields its crops. They will eat and live in safety 
in the land. 

• They will have peace in the land and no one will make them afraid. Their enemies will 
fall by the sword in front of them. 

• They will be fruitful and increase in number. 
• They will prosper. 
• YHWH will make His dwelling place among them and walk among them. (Return to 

Eden) (cf. Revelation 21-22). 

Curses for Disobedience: But if Israel does not listen and does not obey, YHWH will: 

• Bring terror, disease and fever on them, sapping them of their sight and strength. Their 
fields will be planted in vain because enemies will destroy them and they will be 
defeated.  

• If they still do not listen after this, He will shut up the sky and close the ground. The 
ground will not yield their crops. 

• If they still do not listen, He will send wild animals against them which will decrease 
their numbers. 

• If they do not accept His correction. He will bring the sword on them to avenge the 
breaking of the covenant. He will send plagues on them, and cut off their supply of 
bread.  

• If they still do not listen, He will destroy their cities, lay the land to waste, and scatter 
them among the nations. The land will be in rest until the Sabbatical years not observed 
are completed.  

 
2 Mark F. Rooker, Leviticus: An Exegetical and Theological Exposition of Holy Scripture (Nashville, TN: Broadman & 
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Confession and Repentance: But, if at any point, Israel confesses and repents, YHWH will 
remember the covenant with Jacob, Isaac, and Abraham and remember the land. He will not 
completely reject or destroy them but will remember the covenant He made with them.  

Vows and Tithes 

Vows made to YHWH were voluntary, not mandatory. No one had to make a vow. These vows 
were given and fulfilled as an aspect of a fellowship offering. When they were made, they had to 
be fulfilled.  

Vow Dedicating a Person to YHWH: If someone makes a special vow to dedicate a person to 
YHWH, they are to give the equivalent value of a slave/servant according to their age and 
gender.3 If the person making the vow is too poor, the cost will be determined by the priest 
according to what can he can afford. Dedicating a person would be to either designate oneself, a 
servant, or a relative to the work of the Temple/Tabernacle.  

Vows Dedicating an Animal: If an animal is dedicated to YHWH, the animal becomes holy. 
They must not substitute it (a bad for a good or a good for bad). If a substitute is made, both are 
holy. If what is presented is an unclean animal, it will be given to the priest who will determine 
its value. If the owner wishes to redeem the animal, a fifth is added to its value.  

Vows Dedicating a house: The value of a house being dedicated is determined by the priest. If 
it is redeemed, a fifth of the value is added to the price of the house.  

Vows Dedicating Family Land: If someone dedicates land to YHWH, its value is set by the 
amount of seed required for it. If it is during the year of Jubilee, the value remains, but 
otherwise its value is reduced for every year following Jubilee. If someone wishes to redeem it 
they may, but must add one fifth to its value. If they do not redeem the field or have sold it to 
someone else, it cannot be redeemed. It will become a field devoted to YHWH and be priestly 
property.  

Vows Dedicating Non-Family Land: If the field is not part of their family land, the value is set 
the same way, but the land reverts to the original owner at the year of Jubilee. 

Vow Qualifications: 

• Restrictions on Animals Vowed: Firstborn animals may not be dedicated to YHWH 
since they already belong to Him.  

• Restrictions on Selling Devoted Animals: No animal devoted to YHWH can ever be 
sold or redeemed.  

• No person devoted to destruction may be ransomed; they are to be put to death. 

Tithes: A tithe of everything from the land and of every animal is to be devoted to YHWH. 
Anyone who wants to redeem something from it, but add a fifth of its value. Substitutes, both 
good and bad cannot be made. If one is made, both are holy and cannot be redeemed.  

 
3 Wenham, The Book of Leviticus. 338 


