
Exposition of the Book of Leviticus 
Sunset Bible Church Adult Sunday School 2021 

 
Week 9: Theology and Application of Leviticus 

“Do not turn to idols or make for yourselves any gods of cast metal: I am the Lord your God.” – 
Leviticus 19:4 

“You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall 
love your neighbor as yourself: I am YHWH.” – Leviticus 19:18 

 
Opening Discussion:  

1. As we’ve read through Leviticus together, what difference should Leviticus make in your 
life? How has your faith been enriched? 

2. What would you to say to a fellow believe who couldn’t see any benefit in reading and 
studying Leviticus?  

 
Theological Theses: 

1. The Law is a Covenant made with Israel is no longer in force for the Christian. A 
covenant is an agreement between two parties that establishes a relationship. This 
covenant is no longer active because it has been replaced with the New Covenant, under 
which we live.  

2. The Theology of the Law reflects who God is, who we are, and the logic of Creation. The 
Theology of the Law is unchanged and we should seek to live in concert with it. This 
means that we cannot ignore the Law because it reflects a way to honor God’s design in 
creation that God revealed in the past. Although the particulars are not in force “as 
stated,” they reflect God’s design and we should seek to see the design reflected behind 
the Law. This means that some laws should still be followed – not because they are 
listed in the Old Testament Law, but that they reflect the unchanging nature of God and 
His design and intention.  

3. The Law is fulfilled in Christ. This does not mean that every detail has Christological 
meaning, but that the purpose of the Law was to prepare the way for Jesus to come. 

4. The Law is fulfilled but not abolished. I take this to mean that keeping the law and living 
according to it is no longer necessary – it has fulfilled its purpose – but that the law is 
not being rejected in Christ. The Law was good and we should give it an “Amen” as we 
read it, but we are longer under it.     

5. The people of the Old Testament were accepted and made righteous the same way we 
are. By God’s grace through faith in Christ apart from the works of the law. They were 
saved by looking forward to the work of Christ anticipated in these sacrifices, we are 
saved by looking backwards to what Christ has done. The Mosaic Covenant was never 
intended to be the means of salvation, and although it did entail blessings for obedience 
and consequences for disobedience, these were corporate and temporary, not eternal 
and not indicative of individual salvation. 



Biblical Theology of Leviticus 

Five Basic Sacrifices: 

1. Burnt Offerings: Primary purpose is worship. This offering functions as a regular 
maintenance of the people’s relationship with God.  

2. Grain Offerings: The grain offering is similar to the burnt offering, but it 
accommodates the poor who could not afford to offer an animal.  

3. Fellowship Offerings: Fellowship offerings were not required for individual Israelites, 
but were a means by which people expressed devotion to God. This could be a part of a 
vow made to God, an expression of thanksgiving, or an expression of love to God. 

4. Sin Offerings: Sin offerings were made for the purpose of atoning for sin. During the 
ritual of holy days, sin offerings were made before burnt offerings. These were made for 
the sins of the priest AND the sins of the people.  

5. Guilt Offerings: Grain offerings are similar to sin offerings but the difference is that the 
sin being atoned for is also a sin against a fellow Israelite. This sacrifice includes 
restitution to the wronged neighbor.  

• Acceptable and Unacceptable Animal Sacrifices: Animals offered must be without 
defect – perfect and “pure.”  
 

• Theology of the Sacrifices:  
o The sacrifices teach necessity of atonement. Our sin separates us from God and 

our sin cannot be ignored. The necessity of death for sin is a central operating 
principle throughout. 

o The sacrifices remind us of God’s accommodation to humans. God stoops to a 
human level and works within systems and contexts that they understand.  

o The sacrifices remind us that God must be approached on His own terms. The 
regulations, boundaries, and regulations teach us that we cannot relate to God 
outside of how He has revealed Himself. 

o The sacrifices teach us that God is holy and cannot tolerate, abide with, or be in 
fellowship with sin. God must be treated as holy and cannot be taken lightly.  

o The sacrifices teach us of God’s desire for relationship with us. God hates sin and 
we are sinful, but God pursues relationship with us and established boundaries 
to make relationship and fellowship possible.  
  

• How the Sacrifices Point to Christ 
o Burnt/Grain Offering: Christ’s Sacrifice is an offering that is pleasing to God – 

a pleasing aroma. We often think of His sacrifice for us as being centrally about 
our salvation, but like the burnt offering is centrally about worship of God, so 
also is Christ’s sacrifice. Christ’s sacrifice glorifies God and results in God being 
worshipped.  

o Fellowship Offering: Christ’s sacrifice establishes and makes relationship with 
God possible. Through His sacrifice we are reconciled to God and we can have 
fellowship with Him. We were not saved just to escape hell but to have union 
with God through Christ and in His Spirit. There is continuity with us – we are to 



offer ourselves as “living sacrifices” holy and acceptable. The Christian Life is a 
response to God’s work, but is an attempt to show our love and devotion to God. 
This is made possible through Christ’s work.  

o Sin Offering: Christ is our sin offering (He became sin who knew no sin…). He 
died as the perfect sacrifice and atonement for our sin. We are forgiven and 
righteous before God because he fulfilled the Law’s requirement for us. 

o Guilt Offering: Jesus’ death is also the basis for our forgiveness of each other 
and the reconciliation between humans. We have fellowship with each other 
because God has united us to Him through the sacrifice of Christ. We forgive 
because we are forgiven.  

The Priests: 

• Provision: The priests are provided for in many of these offerings, but the regulations 
are strict regarding what portion of the animal eaten, when the meat or grain is eaten, 
where they are eaten, and by whom they are eaten.  

• Holiness: The priests are a class of “holy people” within a “holy tribe” within a “holy 
people.” Their holiness is to be reflected in the way that they dress, what they eat, who 
they marry, and the way they carry themselves. They function as mediators between 
Israel and God, in a similar way in which Israel is to function mediatorially on behalf of 
the other nations.   

• Sinfulness: Despite being a holy set apart class, the sinfulness of the priests is always 
present. They must offer sacrifices for their own sin, and there are protections and 
barriers set up between them and God so that they are not consumed. In chapter 10, two 
of the first priests, Aaron’s sons, are consumed because they offered “strange fire” 
before YHWH. Being a priest was dangerous!  

• Wholeness: Priests had to be whole and without defect. This was outward, but signified 
an inner holiness and the need for perfection to approach God.  

• Theology of the Priesthood: The priesthood teaches us our need for a mediator and a 
go-between. We cannot approach God on our own, we need someone to go for us. The 
priests, however, were imperfect mediators, as is obvious not only in Leviticus but 
throughout the Old Testament. They sinned too! They did not always love God as they 
ought. Although stood in the presence of God on behalf of the people, they did so with 
veils, boundaries, and restrictions.  

• How the Priesthood points to Christ:  Christ is the perfect High Priest who mediates 
for us. He did not offer a sacrifice for His own sin, because He had no sin. As a sinless 
man, he was without defect, the perfect priest (and sacrifice). He fulfilled what was 
required by the Law and more. 

• How the Priesthood points to Us: Like Israel, we are to be a kingdom of Priests. We do 
not need another mediator, other than Christ. We can approach the throne of God 
directly. But we can mediate for one another through prayer, preaching the gospel, and 
sharing in the gifts of the Spirit. Corporately, we are to be the go-betweens between God 
and the nations. Sharing the gospel and bringing people to Christ is a priestly function 
given to us.  

 



Clean and Unclean 

• Animals: Clean and unclean animals signify the need for order in Creation. The dietary 
laws are a means by which the Israelites live as a holy people and align themselves with 
God’s order and design in creation.   

• Human Purity: Human purity, largely centered around blood, discharges, and skin 
disease, is centered around two basic principles: 

o Blood, because of its association with atonement, is holy and outside of its 
proper context brings impurity.  

o Death and disease are unnatural intrusions into Creation and, by the way the 
Israelites lived, they are evidence of impurity and the need for cleansing – not 
only of their physical lives, but of their inner lives.  

• Theology of Clean and Unclean and how Clean and Unclean points us to Christ: 
Christ healed the sick and the lame and was raised from the dead. In His life and 
resurrection, we see God’s care for creation and His creatures, and a down-payment on 
the restoration of Creation that we will see in New Creation.  

Law 

• Theology of the Law: The Law is built on three principles: 
o God must be loved and honored as holy and worshipped exclusively 
o God’s design in creation must be respected – this is a way of honoring Him. 
o God’s people, our neighbors, must be loved because they are His images.  

How is this to be applied? As a basic rule of thumb, I would say that particular laws 
are not in force. They are a part of a fulfilled covenant, not an active one. But they 
do reflect God’s design and intentions. Understanding the intention behind the law, 
will help us live in accordance with God’s design. 

o Examples for Discussion: 
§ Tattoos 
§ Sexual Laws 
§ Blood laws 
§ Parapet on your roof 
§ Jubilee 

 
• Theology of the Law and How the Law points us to Christ: The Law points us to 

Christ because Christ is the fulfillment of the Law – he lived the perfect life that we 
could not. The Law also shows us our inability to be righteous on our own. The Law is 
good, as Paul argues, but it was weak because we are weak. The law shows us that we 
need Christ and that our efforts, on their own, are not enough.  

Theology of Sabbath, Festivals and Feasts: The feasts and festivals are reminders of our need 
for reminders! I do not think we are obligated to follow and celebrate these particular holidays 
(although I don’t think it would be wrong to celebrate some aspects of them), but humans were 
not designed to work continually and should have days set aside for celebration, thanksgiving, 
and a reminder of God’s goodness, provision, and faithfulness.  



 
Theology of Blessings and Curses 

• Conditional Nature of the Mosaic Covenant: The Mosaic covenant was conditional 
(as opposed to other biblical covenants). This means that the blessings promised were 
only received when the people were obedient. Because of this, the law was weak, 
because it depended upon us, and needed to be replaced.  

• Unconditional Nature of the New Covenant: The New Covenant is based in the work 
and goodness of God, not our own obedience. As such, it is unconditional and we are not 
saved or rejected based in our obedience. Because of this, we can rest that our salvation 
is secure. On the other hand, there are conditional aspects to the Christian life. 
Fellowship with God necessitates obedience – we will not enjoy all aspects of the 
Christian life if we do not obey and draw close to him in our walks.  

Final Discussion:: What thoughts, questions, or remarks do you still have? How should 
Leviticus impact the way that we live? 
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