
SSermon Notes – August 1, 2021 
Review 

 The key focus of Hebrews has been to give us a bigger view of 
Jesus. As believers, we must hold onto Jesus in a world that 
tempts us to find our hope elsewhere.  

 Hebrews 11 shows us what holding onto Jesus looks like by 
looking at those who held onto God’s promises in the past. The 
point is not to marvel at heroes, but to know that we are “of 
those who have faith.”  

 Last week we saw that true faith is able to hang on and take risks 
because it is based in a God who keeps His word!  

 

Today’s Text: Hebrews 11:30-40 
As we conclude Hebrews 11 today, we see that this chapter could be 
split into two separate lists. Everything up to verse 35 might be 
labeled as those who were made ______ in their __________. There 
is a sense of faith resul ng in _________. Yet 35-40 reveals a surprise 
– some mes people of faith experience ____________________!   
 
 

Those Who Were Made Strong (30-35a) 
 Verse 34 summarizes the point of Hebrews 11 up to this point. 

These are not amazing people who had an extraordinary 
_______ __________. They were made strong in their weakness. 
The point is not to marvel at them but to marvel at God!  

 Likewise, God does not choose us because we are so great or 
have something ______________ within us.  

 It is easy to think that victorious outcomes are the norm. Afterall, 
the majority of chapter 11 is about these instances of victory. But 
is this what we should expect?    
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Those Who Faced Defeat (35b-38) 
 As we look at this section, it is no longer possible to say exactly who the 

writer has in view. Various scholars try to hang these comments on specific 
people, but a broad application is likely intended.  

 While we can find multiple compelling historical cases for these references, 
the reality is that such suffering is not _______________ for those in the 
family of faith.  

 What appears to be a list of people who died in defeat and weakness is not 
true defeat. Such people are God’s greatest demonstration of _________ 
________________. 

 

Your Call to Join this Cloud of Witnesses (39-40) 
 Witnesses are __________ people trusting an extraordinary God. We are 

not called to be superstars. 

 Witnesses put their faith in God, not in their _________ for God. Faith is not 
a tool to get what we want. 

 Witnesses are people who hold to Jesus and trust Him to give them 
strength. Witnesses are not called to ___________ their own strength or 
resilience.   

 

Responding to God’s Word in Communion  
 Let’s look at 2 Corinthians 4 (this is an excellent chapter to meditate on this 

week).  4:13-18 bring our focus on an eventual glory that is beyond 
comparing to any earthly affliction.  

 As we come to the Lord’s Table, we remember the object of our faith – a 
risen savior who has conquered sin and death.  We are not alone in seasons 
of suffering but have a savior who willingly suffered for us.  
 

Next Sunday – August 8, 2021 
“What the Next Genera on Needs to Hear” 

(Hebrews 12:1-3) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪  strong  ▪  weakness  ▪  victory  ▪  crushing defeat  ▪  inner strength   ▪  impressive  ▪  uncommon  
▪  victory and power  ▪  ordinary  ▪  agenda  ▪   generate  ▪    


