
Sermon Notes – August 8, 2021 
Review 
 In our study of Hebrews, we have seen Christ displayed in all His 

glory – God incarnate, greater prophet than Moses, greater 
High Priest, perfect sacrifice for sin, guarantor of a be er 
covenant.  

 Bible writers use many analogies to teach us about the life of 
faith: references to athletes, farmers, soldiers, travelers, and 
examples from nature are frequent fare, helping us to 
understand what it looks like to trust and follow the God of the 
Bible. 

Text & context: Hebrews 10:32-39; 11:1-2, 32-12:3 
The writer to the Hebrews is “circling the airport,” nearing the end 
of his self-described “brief exhorta on,” and now returns to his 
familiar theme of faith-inspired and Christ-focused endurance. 
Today’s text builds on the “Hall of Faith” in chapter 11, calling us to 
follow in the footsteps of those who have run the race before us. 
Endurance shows up three mes in today’s text!  

The Pursuit Of Christ Is Life’s Main Thing 
 The word “therefore” is typically highly significant in the biblical 

text; in this case, it is not a _________, it is a triumphal and 
exhortative SHOUT!  

 The central command is, “Let US run with endurance the race 
set before US!” The “cloud of witnesses” (martyrs) are not 
merely ____________ in the stands, they are fellow runners, 
shouting to us to run and to finish well, to finish OUR race.  

 “Looking to Jesus” describes the focus of the pursuit. We are 
not merely chasing knowledge or ___________________ or the 
accolades of others – we are pursuing Christ Himself. The voice 
at the finish line that matters the most is His!  

 Do you hear the voices of faith calling to you? Abel (4) and all 
the others still speak! Do you hear Noah? (7) Do you hear 
Abraham & Sarah? (8-19) Do you hear Moses? (24-26) And in 
today’s text, do you hear Jesus? (12:2,3) 
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No One Lives A Life Focused On Christ By Accident 
How must we run? 

 First, get rid of extra baggage. Not all extra baggage is sin. We all make 
choices about what to include in our lives, and the answer cannot be 
“____________.” The question is not only, “Is this _________?” but “Will 
this help me run the race God has set before me?” John 17:4 & I John 4:14 

 Second, fight for holiness. The struggle against sin is real, it is lifelong, it is 
___________, forcing us again and again to cry out to God for His help. Is 
the writer addressing sin in general, or a specific sin in particular? Some see 
the definite article (“the”) as essentially meaningless; I believe the writer is 
pointing toward the specific sin of unbelief…which in many ways IS a 
component of most other sins anyway.  

It Is Worth It To Follow Christ – Glory Awaits!  
 Jesus had a race to run, too. He “endured the cross” and looked to the joy to 

follow – that is, He endured physical pain, profound ___________, hostility, 
disappointment, loneliness, and abandonment. He was “a man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief.”  

 What was “the joy”? Certainly, it includes the fruit of redemption (i.e., those 
redeemed), but more fundamentally, the joy of accomplishing the Father’s 
will and knowing His smile. Indeed, glory awaits!  

 

Responding to God’s Word 
 The threat of growing “weary or fainthearted” is real. Scripture addresses 

this often: Luke 18:1; II Corinthians 4:16-18; Galatians 6:9; Ephesians 3:13. 
The antidote is a renewed and passionate “holding on” to Jesus! Weary 
saint: do not give up!  

 Do you have some life decisions to make? Maybe decisions about extra 
baggage or specific sin or even trusting Christ as your Savior from sin.  

 Dads, moms, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and all who speak to children & 
teens: The next generation must HEAR and SEE these things in us loud & 
clear. They must know that we believe these things and live with these 
priorities, and we will applaud them as they join us in the race.  

 

Worship Next Sunday: August 15, 2021 
“God’s Training Program For Holiness” 

(Hebrews 12:4-11) Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ whisper ▪ spectators ▪ moral perfec on ▪ everything ▪ sinful ▪ humbling ▪ injus ce  


