
Sermon Notes – August 29, 2021 
Review 
 The book of Hebrews is a call for Chris ans to endure in the 

“race” of life amidst the challenges and suffering that come 
from tempta on and sin.  

 Last week Pastor Jay reminded us of the urgency with which we 
“run.” In our weariness, we must press on in our pursuit and 
propaga on of peace and holiness lest we turn to neglect, 
bi erness, and sensuality.  

 Amidst this call to endure, the writer of Hebrews spends much 
me drawing contrast between the Old Covenant (brought by 

Moses) and the New Covenant (brought by Christ), emphasizing 
the greater blessings and reali es of the New.  

 A major highlight of all this contrast is that those under the New 
Covenant receive Jesus as their Great High Priest who, by His 
perfect and final sacrifice, grants direct access to the throne of 
God.  

Text & Context: READ Hebrews 12:18-29 
In today’s text we once again find contrast between the covenants 
Old and New. The terrifying and forbidding road to Mt. Sinai is set 
against the gracious and invi ng road to Mt. Zion. One person 
makes the difference: The Great Mediator. But the warning is clear: 
do not refuse Him. Instead, hold on to God’s glorious grace with 
everything in you.  

Mt. Sinai: The Terrifying Reality of Sin (18-21, 29) 
 God is _____________. He sees all and knows all. There is not 

one sin that will escape judgment and wrath. Under the 
jurisdiction of a Perfect Judge, nothing is swept under the rug or 
forgotten but all is accounted for (Heb. 10:26-31).  

 The descriptors of the scene at Mt. Zion illustrate the reality of 
the infinite distance _____________ a Holy God and sinful man.  

 Even in the gracious act of giving the Law, God demonstrates 
the ______________ of approaching Him.  
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 “The human dilemma is this: God is holy, and we are not. God is righteous, 
and we are not.” -R.C. Sproul 

Mt. Zion: The Glorious Grace of God (22-24) 
 Notice the stark contrast between the Jewish experience at Sinai (vv. 18-21) 

and what the writer describes as the Christian experience at Zion (vv. 22-
24). At Sinai, there was necessary separation but at Zion there is festive 
______________.  

 God’s standards at Mt. Zion are no different than His standards at Mt. Sinai. 
Jesus met the perfect standard that we could not, and His righteousness 
covers all who trust in Him—His righteousness becomes our righteousness.  

 The blood of Jesus “speaks” a better word that Abel’s blood in efficacy and 
finality. Unlike Abel’s sacrifice which was temporary and unable to ______, 
Christ’s sacrifice fully satisfied the Father’s wrath once and for all.  

A Warning and a Great Hope (25-29)  
 The warning is strong and clear: if we reject _________, we will not 

________ God’s wrath.  

  The writer explains that the “shaking” of heaven and earth (a quotation 
from Haggai 2:6-9) is the impending judgment and removal of this present 
world. The implication is that God will remake the world and He will only 
keep what is His and that He wishes to keep.  

 Those who belong to Jesus can rest in the assurance of their permanent 
citizenship in the Kingdom of God which of course cannot and will not be 
shaken or removed in God’s final judgment and restoration.  

 For Christians, there is no fear of any future ________________because our 
sins have been completely paid for by the blood of Jesus (Rom. 8:1).  

Responding to God’s Word 
 Have you trusted Christ as your Savior and Lord? Do you feel conviction in 

your heart to do so? Respond in faith! Ask a Christian to pray with you.  

 Spend time in the shoes (sandals*) of the Israelites at Mt. Sinai who could 
not approach God. Then, approach God and pray something like this: 
“Thank you, Lord that I can come boldly and directly to you because of the 
blood of Jesus which covers my sin.”    

 
 

Worship Next Sunday: September 5, 2021 
“Making the Gospel Beau ful” 


