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Some Reminders for Bible Study 
Good Bible study involves three steps: 

1. Careful and detailed observation of exactly what the text says. 
2. Accurate interpretation of what the text means based on thorough observation of the 

text as well as an understanding of the Bible as a whole and the culture in which it was 
written.  The goal in this step is to determine what the author meant when he spoke or 
wrote the words that have been preserved.  The text can’t mean what it never meant. 

3. Appropriate application of the text to one’s personal life based on careful observation 
and accurate interpretation. 

 
Careful observation generally leads to one interpretation but many possible applications.   
 
Directions: Read Numbers 1-10 and complete as much of the following as is helpful to you. You 
can bring these notes to class for class discussion next week if you’d like. Do not feel bad doing 
some skimming of the names and numbers in the first 3 chapters. If you can and have time, 
read these chapters multiple times before proceeding.  
 

Observation: 
Free observation: What did you notice or observe as you read that you had not noticed before? 
What stood out to you?  
 
Genre: What type(s) of literature is included in this text? (narrative, poetry, law, epistle, 
wisdom, prophecy, etc.?)  

 
Look for the main idea: As you read each chapter, what is the main idea (the first two chapters 
are done for you)? How is this idea developed? Divide each chapter into paragraphs or 
secondary ideas. Note that although the chapter and section divisions in your Bible are mostly 
helpful, but they are not inspired and may not always divide the chapters as well as may be – 
you can disagree with them if you’d like and divide the text differently.  
 

1. Moses takes a census of the people (1:1-54) 
a. Yahweh instructs Moses to take a census of the people (1:1-17) 
b. Moses and Aaron take a census of the people (1:18-47) 
c. Special instructions for the Levites (1:48-54) 

2. The arrangement of the Tribes (2:1-34) 
a. The East side (2:1-9) 
b. The South side (2:10-16) 
c. The Center (2:17) 



d. The West side (2:18-24) 
e. The North side (2:25-31) 
f. Summary and Obedience (2:32-34) 

3.   
4.   
5.   
6.   
7.   
8.   
9.   
10.  

 
Observe the human characters: What did you notice or observe about the human characters in 
these chapters? Were they obedient or disobedient? Are they being held up as examples to be 
followed or avoided? 

• Moses 
• Aaron 
• People of Israel 
• Others 

 
Observe the nature and character of God: What did you notice or observe about God in these 
chapters (observe both His words and deeds)? What does He say or do? 
 
Observe repeated words/phrases/ideas. 

• What words are repeated throughout the text? 
• What are some repeated ideas/themes? 
• Are there repeated words or ideas that are either synonyms or antonyms?  

 
Interpretation 

Central Themes: What words or ideas are central to these chapters? What are some of the big 
ideas of the text? 
 
Author’s Concerns: What are the central concerns of these chapters? What does the author 
want his audience to understand or believe? How does he want them to respond or behave? 
 
Summarize: Summarize the main idea of these chapters in 3-5 sentences. What is the author 
intending to communicate? (This summary should be only concerned with the author’s 
intention and context and not our own) 
 
Theology of Numbers 1-10:  

• How do these chapters describe God? What can we learn about God in these chapters? 
How is He portrayed? 

• How do these chapters describe God’s relationship to His people? How does this relate 
to God’s relationship with us?  



Application/Response: 
Our Context: What is (y)our relationship to these chapters? What can be applied to your 
individual context, our context as an American church, and/or our context as the Church? 
 
Personal Application: What can you learn from these chapters about how to live in a way that 
is pleasing and honoring to God? 
 

Going Further 
Remaining Questions: 

• What questions do you still have about the text? What didn’t make sense?  
• What theological questions arose from the text as you read? 
• Did anything arise that warrants further study? If so, what?  

 
 


