
Sermon Notes – September 19, 2021 
Review 
 The book of Hebrews is not the only New Testament book to 

present a glorious view of Jesus Christ! In Hebrews, we saw 
Jesus Christ as a greater prophet than Moses, a greater priest 
then the Levi cal priests, and a greater king than King David.  

 Last week, in our final sermon in Hebrews, we heard the call to 
“seek an enduring city” by pursuing things of eternal value, not 
placing our hope in temporary wealth or things or safety.  

Text & context: READ Ephesians 3:1-13 
The le er to the Ephesians was wri en by the Apostle Paul from 
prison in Rome, likely between AD 60-62. Paul had helped establish 
the church in Ephesus over a period of three years, and then 
handed off the leadership reins to young pastor Timothy. The first 
half of the le er is strongly theological, and the second half 
emphasizes the prac cal applica on of truth to our lives.  

Our Tendency is to Lose Heart When Things are Hard 
(13) Cf. Luke 18:1; II Corinthians 4:1 & 16 
 We tend to focus on the “_______,” not the Savior. 

 In this letter, Paul offers a _________, a perspective, and most 
of all, a ________ – but there is no hint of a reason why.  

 “This reason” (3:1) points to the work of Christ who, by His 
blood shed on the cross, unites both Jew & Gentile into one 
new body called “the Church.” The Church is the “__________.”  

Christ is More Glorious Than our Sufferings are Awful 
(8) Cf. Romans 8:18; Philippians 3:8-11 
 This gospel perspective does not deny the _________ of 

suffering, nor does it diminish our tears or find fault with our 
laments.  

 Paul views his role – including prison – as a profound and 
____________ privilege.  

 Paul describes the “riches of Christ” as “unfathomable, 
unsearchable, endless” (Cf. 1:7,18; 2:7; 3:8,16).   
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Declaring & Displaying the Gospel of the Glorious Christ is 
Worth Suffering  
(9-12) 
 The Church, redeemed by Christ, is the ultimate __________ of God  

(Cf. 5:25-27). 

 The Church, heralding the gospel, is the answer to our _________ world  
(Cf. 2:14-16).  

 The Church reveals the wisdom of God (10) (“manifold” – variegated, multi-
colored wisdom) to all of creation.  

 The Church fulfills the “_______________” of God (11) so that Revelation 
5:9-10 will be fulfilled.  

 The Church, through the gospel, invites the nations to enter God’s throne 
room! (Cf. 2:13)  

 

Responding to God’s Word 
 To a distressed world, Paul paints a portrait of a glorious Christ, who with 

great wisdom designed His glorious Church to herald His glorious gospel. 
The Christ of the gospel is still the world’s greatest need today. We must 
view our frightened and needy world through gospel eyes!  

 The Church is called “the bride of Christ” and each Bible-preaching, Christ-
loving church is a local expression of His body. As we launch another 
ministry year, let’s not lose sight of why we are here!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Next Sunday: September 26, 2021 
“A Man Sent From God Named Isaiah” 

(Isaiah 1) Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ waves ▪ context ▪ Person ▪ mystery ▪ reality ▪ undeserved ▪ crea on ▪ divided ▪ eternal purpose 

 


