
Sermon Notes – November 7, 2021 
Review 
 Isaiah is some mes called “the fi h gospel” because there are 

so many prophecies about the coming of Messiah Jesus. The 66 
chapters of Isaiah contain around 37,000 words in English and 
use a wide variety of word pictures to communicate: images of 
flocks, fruit, roots, roads, and shepherds help us to see and 
understand God’s truth.  

 Last week with Dr. Paul Seger we stepped out of our Isaiah 
study and into Romans 15, thinking together about what it 
means for a local church to be a “sending church,” calling 
people to embrace God’s global mission.  

Today’s text: Isaiah 7:1-8:22 
Today’s text is the first part of a larger unit of thought presented in 
chapters 7-12. Through the story of King Ahaz refusing to trust God 
and instead looking for help elsewhere, we see ourselves. We o en 
find it easier to trust God when life is good and there are few 
threats to our lives and safety. But when danger arises and the skies 
of our lives are dark and foreboding, THEN where do we turn?  

Some mes Life Changes In A Moment & We FEAR!   
(7:1-2 and 3-9) 
 It’s never easy to be a King! As chapter 7 begins, two nearby 

nations are making plans to _______ Judah, the story makes the 
evening news, and widespread fear ensues. (1-2) 

 In our moments of fear, ______________! (4, 9b) 

 Interestingly, the location for Isaiah’s conference with the King 
is the same place where another conference will take place over 
thirty years later (36:2, 11-15). 

God WANTS Us To Trust Him Deeply!  (7:10-25) 
 In a most ___________ offer, God offers fearful King Ahaz a sign 

to prove His faithfulness, and shockingly, Ahaz declines!  

 Despite Ahaz’s pious-sounding reply, God gives a sign anyway, a 
sign with more far-reaching implications than anyone present 
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could have imagined. The child born at that time – named Immanuel as a 
sign of God’s presence – foreshadowed an even more amazing birth, the 
birth of Messiah Jesus to the virgin Mary.  

 Look ahead over 700 years to the ultimate fulfillment of the prophecy of 
Isaiah 7:14 described in Matthew 1:18-25. Indeed, Jesus IS “God with us”!  

 God uses that initial prophecy to tell King Ahaz that within a few short years 
the power of the neighboring nations he so much fears will be broken, and 
even more, the nation that Ahaz is planning to seek as a _________, will 
soon be a _____!  

Fear God More Than Your Problems! (8:1-22)  
 The story continues with another child whose name would be a sign of the 

coming Assyrian invasion. The child’s name means, “quick to the plunder, 
swift to the spoil” – an ominous name! (8:3-4) 

 God’s people have sought _______ and ____________ from another source, 
and God again warns them that their chosen path will bring unintended 
consequences, almost sweeping them away (8:5-10). 

 Some saw Isaiah and the other prophets as conspirators with the enemy, 
but instead, the point is, FEAR GOD – which means, TRUST HIM FULLY, and 
“He will become a ___________” (11-22).  

 

 

 

 

Responding to God’s Word in Worship & Obedience 
 God oversees the movement of the nations! Kings and kingdoms rise & fall 

at His command. Why do I fear?  

 When problems and dangers arise, to whom do I turn? What is my “spiritual 
reflex” when problems come my way? Do I turn toward God, or do I seek 
help everywhere else first and turn to God only as a last resort?  

 The “first Immanuel” in Isaiah 7 was born in a time of national crisis and 
overwhelming fear, to bring comfort in the reminder of God’s presence. The 
“greater Immanuel” – King Jesus – came to a world “fast bound in sin and 
nature’s night” (Charles Wesley). He came to be an atoning sacrifice for our 
sin, indeed, “God with us”!  

 Communion texts: Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew 1:18-25 

 



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
Most people prefer NOT to walk in the rain – and we seem to have had a lot of 
opportuni es to do that recently! BUT have you ever taken a walk in the rain 
and enjoyed it? Any stories to tell?  

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: READ Isaiah 7:1-16 and 8:5-15 and 

remember the main points from Sunday. In summary form, what was this 
week’s sermon about?   

 
 
2. We began Sunday with a story from “the persecuted church” as told by 

Todd Ne leton from Voice of the Martyrs in When Faith is Forbidden (a 
book you should read, by the way!). What do you remember from that 
story?  

 
 
 
3. This week’s text is set in a very specific historical situa on. What do you 

remember about it, and why does it ma er?   
 
 
 
4. God gives King Ahaz a very generous offer in 7:11. If you were Ahaz, what 

would YOU have asked God to do as a sign of His presence? And what about 
today…If God made you that same offer today, what would you ask?  

 
 
 
 
5. In the absence of amazing signs, how does God grow our trust in Him today? 

If a friend asked you, “How can I trust God more?” what would you say?  
 
 
 
 

6. Few of us have had our faith tested by actual armies threatening to invade 
us. What things challenge our faith the most in today’s world?  

 
 
 
7. Some of us have heard the phrase “Praise God and pass the ammuni on.” 

Apart from the colorful and likely apocryphal stories about the origin of that 
phrase (see Wikipedia if you’d like), what TWO important aspects of faith 
are captured in it?  

 
 

Thinking Deeper & Taking It Home 
Trus ng God does not mean that we are passive. Some mes people use “I’m 
trus ng God” as an excuse of passivity.  
 
THINK:  
In what specific area of your life might you need to trust God and wait? 
In what specific area of your life might you need to trust God and DO 
something? 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. Here’s a place to list specific prayer needs:  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 

Worship Next Sunday: November 14, 2021 
“In The Midst Of Darkness, Light!” 
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Answer Key: ▪ invade ▪ God speaks ▪ gracious ▪ friend ▪ foe ▪ peace ▪ protec on ▪ sanctuary  


