
Sermon Notes – November 14th 

Review:  
⇒ Isaiah was a spokesman for God about 2,750 years ago. He 

served during a time of great change and political upheaval 
when the nation was overseen by four very different kings. 
Things were not going well – and it was about to get worse.  

⇒ Isaiah is sometimes called “the fifth gospel” because there are so 
many prophecies about the coming of Messiah Jesus. Isaiah is 
addressing the very real fears, problems, and difficulties of his 
day by pointing them to their future hope – a hope that would 
be realized long after their lifetimes.  

⇒ Last week, we heard God’s promise to King Ahaz of Immanuel 
(God with us), a prophecy with a dual fulfillment. The first 
Immanuel was born in a time of national crisis and 
overwhelming fear to bring comfort in the reminder of God’s 
presence. The greater Immanuel (Jesus) came to the atoning 
sacrifice for our sin.   

Today’s Text:  
In today’s text, we are given a clearer picture of the reign of God’s 
Messiah – a king who will rule with justice and righteousness 
forever. This is contrasted to the reign of Israel’s contemporary 
leaders whose arrogance, greed, and disregard for God are incurring 
His wrath and bringing about the swift end to the kingdoms.  

Israel’s Future Hope 
⇒ The people who have walked in darkness will see a great light. 

The Northern Kingdom of Israel will be the first to be _________ 
in Isaiah’s day, but they will be the first to see the light of the 
Messiah as Jesus’ ministry begins in _____________.  

⇒ The child that will be born will be no ordinary king! He will be 
called Wonderful (or ________________) Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace!  These are not titles 
appropriate to give to earthly kings – only to the incarnate 
___________________!  
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 Coming Judgment 
⇒ But Isaiah shifts from Israel’s _____________ to her ________________. 

Israel’s northern kingdom is not living up to their high calling as a light to 
the nations or a kingdom of priests. God has sent them judgment as a 
warning but they have not turned back to Him.  

⇒ Those to whom God has given the responsibility to lead His people are 
leading them astray. The religious leaders have become “yes-men” for the 
political leaders and the Word the LORD is not being preached or sought.  

⇒ The land will be consumed by ________ because it is being consumed by 
_______________. Manasseh and Ephraim – who are “brothers” through 
Joseph – are devouring each other and are only united by their opposition 
to Judah, to whom they ultimately owe allegiance. Because God’s people 
are consuming each other, they too will be consumed.  

⇒ The contrast between Israel’s leadership and the coming king couldn’t be 
more stark. The coming king’s reign will bring joy to the nation, He will unite 
the divided kingdoms, he will break the rod of oppression, he will bring 
peace and justice and righteousness, and His kingdom will be __________. 
The kings of Israel bring misery, division, oppression, war, wickedness, and 
injustice and their ________ is coming swiftly!  

Responding to God’s Word 
⇒ It is tempting for us to put our hope in the wrong places because we want 

quick fixes to our problems and the world is quick to promise us solutions. 
Unfortunately, the world is unable to address our ultimate problems. No 
politician, law, leader, or policy will solve the human sin problem, build a 
kingdom that will last forever, provide an economic climate that is safe from 
collapse, or protect us from someday facing death. Human systems are 
subject to frailty, corruption and collapse – they are not worthy of our 
ultimate hope!  

⇒ Isaiah’s message to a people who are living in justifiable and very real fear is 
to point them hundreds of years in the future to a coming Messiah. At first 
glance, this doesn’t make a lot of sense – none of them will be alive 700 
years later when this child is born. But Isaiah knows that the real answer to 
human struggle and fears are found in God, not ourselves.  

⇒ The call to live “eschatologically” or in light of eternity is not a call to live 
passively or indifferently to suffering, evil, or injustice around us. It is a 
posture of looking to the right person, our coming again Savior, for hope.  



 

Community Group Notes 

Getting Started 
As we approach Thanksgiving, what are you thankful for? What are some ways 
that you practice thankfulness during the holiday of Thanksgiving? Spend some 
time going around the room listing thanksgivings and praises. Incorporate these 
into your prayer time.  
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday. What was it about? What was the main 

point? Read Isaiah 9:1-10:4. What thoughts or observations do you have 
from the text or the sermon? 

 
 
 
 
2. Looking through the description of the coming Messiah in verses 6 and 7, 

how do each of the elements connect to Christ, either in his first coming or 
His second? How is he a “Wonderful Counselor?” In what sense is He an 
“Everlasting Father?”  

 
 
 
 
3. The prophecy about the coming Messiah will not be realized for more than 

700 years. Why does Isaiah point them to a coming king that will not come 
in their lifetimes? Why did God’s people need this message? 
 
 
 

4. Isaiah chapter 9 moves very suddenly from an encouraging preview of the 
reign of the future Messiah to the disaster and chaos that is contemporary 
Israel. Why does he do that? Why not spend more time “dwelling on the 
positive?”  

Taking It Further & Taking It Home 
5. Read Deuteronomy 10:12-22 and reread Isaiah 10:1-4 

a. Who is God and what is He like in according to Deuteronomy 10?  
 

b. How does God’s character inform the kind of people Israel is called 
to be? In what ways are they called to be “like God?” 

 
c. Contrast God’s character and Israel’s calling with how Isaiah 

describes the leadership in Israel in Isaiah 10:1-4.  
 

d. A theme in both Isaiah and in the Old Testament Law is the 
treatment of the fatherless, the orphan, and the sojourner 
(someone who does not have a permanent home, like a nomadic 
shepherd). Why are these particular groups such a concern to God?  

 
 

6. We live in a time in which some of God’s promises to us have been realized, 
but many are still future. We’ve been saved from our sin, but we still sin. 
Jesus has been raised from the dead and we know that death is a defeated 
enemy, yet there is still death and we have to face it. How does focusing on 
our future hope help us face the struggles, fears, and difficulties we are 
facing in the present?  

 

 
Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group time) 
Take time to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. 
 

 

Next Sunday Worship: November 21st 
“This is My Father’s World”  

(Psalm 50) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ judged ▪ Galilee ▪ supernatural ▪ Son of God ▪ future hope ▪ present mess ▪ fire ▪ wickedness ▪ 
forever ▪ end 


