
Sermon Notes – May 29 2022 

Review:  
 Isaiah was a spokesman for God more than 2,700 years ago 

during a time of political and social upheaval. He was a prophet 
to the nation of Israel, but was remarkable in showing God’s 
ultimate plan for all nations.  

 Isaiah 49-55 forms a unit that shifts focus from Israel’s physical 
captivity to their spiritual captivity. Spiritual deliverance can only 
be accomplished by the Servant of the LORD. 

 Last week we looked at the certainty and extent of God’s 
restoration. He is a God who forgives sin and covers our shame 
so that He can receive glory and share it with us.  

Today’s Text: Isaiah 55:1-56:12  
Today’s text is an invitation to Israel to return to the LORD and feast 
at His table without cost. They are His people bound by covenant to 
Him and He will not forsake them forever. But God’s invitation to 
repent and join His table is not for Israel only, but to the nations as 
well. God’s house, Isaiah prophesies, will be called a house of prayer 
for all nations.  

An Invitation to Seek the LORD 
⇒ Chapter 55 opens with an invitation to the hungry, the thirsty, 

and those with no money to come, buy, and eat – without ____! 
Why spend money on food that does that ultimately ________?  

⇒ Isaiah calls on Israel to seek the LORD while He may be found 
and to turn from their wicked ways. If they do, He will ________ 
their sins and restore their place of __________.  

⇒ God’s Word is ___________. What He says happens; nothing 
that He desires to do does not happen. This is an assurance to 
Israel and to us. If we heed God’s call to repent and turn to Him, 
He will do what he has promised. 

⇒ A call to repentance is a call to ______, peace, and celebration. 
Isaiah pictures the mountains and trees jumping with joy and 
clapping their hands at the restoration of God’s people.  
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⇒ Chapter 56 expands Israel’s vision for who is to be included in their 
covenantal relationship with the LORD. Many who might think they would 
not be included in any future blessings in the kingdom of God are assured of 
their place in the LORD’s house. 

⇒ Having a place in the kingdom is not determined by one’s birth, but by one’s 
relationship to the God of all creation. The outsider who binds himself to 
the LORD will be accepted as a _____. The eunuch who cannot have 
children and cannot pass on his family name will be given an everlasting 
______ that cannot be cut off.  

⇒ Israel was given a special place as God’s covenantal people with a mission to 
be a light to the nations. Because they failed to live up to their covenant and 
mission, they will be dispersed and taken out of the land. But God hasn’t 
given up on them or on the mission. He will gather the dispersed of _______ 
AND the __________.  

Condemnation of Unrighteous Leaders 
⇒ Chapter 56 ends with a condemnation of the unrighteous leaders of Israel. 

They have not repented but are blind, ignorant, and asleep on the job.  

⇒ These leaders are a contrast to the LORD and His Servant. The LORD 
generously offers a feast to His people without cost. The leaders of Israel 
are greedy and never satisfied, using their positions to exploit those they 
have been tasked to shepherd.  

Responding to God’s Word:  
⇒ Today’s text is a call to respond to the generous invitation of our God to join 

Him and the benefits of a relationship with Him. This is an invitation without 
cost – come!  

⇒ The invitation to feast with the LORD is not dependent upon who YOU are, 
but who HE is. 
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