
God Always Sees The Mo ves Of The Heart (58:1-14, esp. 3)  
 Religious activities are sometimes used to _______ unrighteousness (1-4).  

 Religious activities are sometimes an attempt to ____________ God (3).  

 Religious activities are never a ____________ for righteous living (3-4).  

 James 1:27 is a NT companion text to this chapter in Isaiah:  
“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit 
orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from 
the world.” 

 In this chapter, God gives examples of the fruit of true repentance. Can you 
find at least eight acts of love and compassion here? (6-7).  

 Please note: God is not giving a list of good deeds by which we _____ _____ 
________. Rather, He is describing the fruit of a heart that is right with God 
(listen to Jesus in Luke 10:25-37). 

God Graciously Sees Our Helplessness & Sends A Redeemer 
(59:1-21) 
 In similar fashion to Paul in Romans 3:10-18, God reads an indictment of His 

people, followed by a statement of confession (notice the change of voice in 
9-13) and a brief summary of where things stand (14-15a).  

 Here, at this moment of despair, “the God who saves” acts on behalf of His 
helpless and hopeless people – “His own arm brought salvation” (16).  

 

 

Responding to God’s Word in Worship & Obedience 
 In the darkness of our lost world, the gospel shines forth! We are guilty 

before a holy God, and we cannot save ourselves. Our best efforts fall short. 
The indictment is true. Before we can hear and love the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, we must hear and embrace the truth about ourselves.  

 God says, “A Redeemer will come” – and He has come; His name is Jesus, 
the one who bore our sin and shame on Calvary’s cross. He calls us to 
genuine faith in Him, the kind of faith that produces the fruit of true 
repentance. Does Isaiah 58:6-7 describe you?   
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Review 
 The prophet Isaiah covers a lot of territory in this large book! 

Wri ng during a season of great darkness and na onal crisis, he 
addresses sin, calls the na ons to repentance, speaks of a 
coming Savior, and reminds God’s people that God Himself truly 
is our only hope.  

 In this third and final major sec on of this book (56-66), Isaiah 
describes what a true life of faith looks like, and he calls us to 
find hope in looking ahead to the fulness of God’s coming 
kingdom.  

 Last week we heard God’s command for all the na ons to seek 
Him while there is s ll me. While we o en think our greatest 
need is a be er economy or world peace or be er health, God’s 
call is, “Seek the Lord while He may be found; Call upon Him 
while He is near.” 

Today’s text: Isaiah 57:1-59:21 
Today’s text addresses a problem in the ancient na on of Israel, but 
at the same me, it speaks to us all. Down through the ages people 
have perpetually sought to use religion and religious prac ces to get 
a be er life. We ask, “How good is good enough?” or “I’m be er 
than most people, so why doesn’t God bless me more?” In today’s 
text, God explains what true repentance looks like and points to our 
ul mate need: “A Redeemer will come to Zion.” His name is Jesus.  

God Clearly Sees Both The Righteous And The Wicked 
(57:1-21) 
 While people are often fooled by righteous-sounding words and 

external things, God is never ________ (1-3a – “But you”). 

 The wicked addressed in this text are adopting the ________  
_______ of the culture around them, things that would have 
been unthinkable in a different time & place (3-13; esp. 3-5) 

 In contrast to the peace enjoyed by the righteous (2), the 
wicked have no peace (21; also 48:22 & 59:8). 

W
hat D
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Isaiah 57:1-59:21 
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