
Sermon Notes – January 15, 2023 
Review 
 II Corinthians is the most personal of Paul’s letters. In this letter, 

Paul defends his apostolic authority and seeks to reconcile his 
currently strained relationship with the Corinthian church. The 
tone of the book is emotional and deeply personal.   

 As we saw at the end of chapter two, Paul is eager for the 
fragrance of the gospel to return to the church! But the conflict 
is not done yet – there is more to address.  

 In Chapter three we saw Paul, captured by the greater glory of 
the gospel, was bold and confident about the message of the 
gospel, though humble about himself, pointing to the truth that 
we are being transformed as we behold the glory of Christ. 

Today’s Text: II Corinthians 4:1-6 

Paul begins this sec on with a well-established Pauline word: 
therefore.  Having laid the founda on for his ministry, the ministry 
of righteousness, the surpassing glory of the gospel which 
transforms us as we behold his glory, Paul speaks again of his own 
ministry.  How does the gospel mindset shape his approach to the 
ministry that Christ has given him?   

 “We do not lose heart” (1-2) 
 To “Lose heart” points to becoming weary, losing ___________, 

behaving in a cowardly fashion and giving in to temptation to 
sin instead of pressing on with the task God has given us.   

 Did Paul have reason, humanly speaking, to lose heart?  
Certainly!  He suffered physically, almost dying (2 Cor 1:8-9); he 
suffered anguish over sin in the church (2 Cor. 2:4); he endured 
unfair criticism and questioning of his ministry (2 Cor. 3:1) 

 Yet, Paul did not lose heart because of “This ministry by the 
mercy of God.”  This points us back to chapter 3, the greater 
ministry of _____________ and the transformational process of 
beholding the glory of the Lord. 
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 Paul openly stated the truth of God’s word rather than ________ with it for 
his own means.  In what ways do people “tamper with” the word of God?  

o    

o    

o  

We depend on the Spirit to li  the veil of unbelief (3-4)  
 Question:  If the glorious gospel is clearly preached, why doesn’t everyone 

______________ it and believe?   Answer: “the god of this world has 
blinded the minds of the unbelievers to keep them from seeing.” 

 We must remember that our message is from Christ, we are the 
______________, but it is the Spirit of God that writes the message on 
human hearts (2 Cor. 3:3).   

“We proclaim not ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord” (5-6)  
 We proclaim Christ “who is the _________ of God” and we point to the 

glory of the gospel of Christ. 

 As the light of the gospel of glory shines in the hearts of people and the 
Spirit lifts the veil, they receive the saving ____________ of God and grow in 
Him. 

 Our role in this process is not as exalted messengers but as ___________ to 
all for the sake of Christ, following the example of the suffering servant. 

 

Responding to God’s Word in Worship & Obedience 
 Paul said “we do not lose heart” in ministry.  How is your heart today?  Are 

you becoming weary, losing courage or giving in to temptation?  Are you 
determined to serve the Lord well?  How can you actively behold the glory 
of the Lord so that you do not lose heart?   

 Has the veil been lifted from your heart?  Do you understand the gospel and 
believe?  Or is it still foggy to you?  Let’s talk!  We’d love to talk to you more 
about that today and pray with you that you will clearly understand His 
truth. 

 Who are you sharing the gospel with?  How is it going?  Are you making it 
about God or about you?  How are you pointing people to the glory of 
Christ?   

 

 



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
Since we seem to be stuck with a series of rainy days, do you have a favorite 
“rainy day” ac vity? Any fun memories from your childhood that involve rainy 
days?  

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: READ II Corinthians 4:1-6 and remember 

the main points from Sunday. In summary form, what was this week’s 
sermon about?   

 

2. Let’s start by talking about “losing heart.” Clearly, Paul does not want us to 
do this. What does this text tell us about this topic, and what do these other 
texts offer – Luke 18:1; Ephesians 3:13; and II Corinthians 4:16?  

 
 
 

3. READ II Corinthians 1:8-11, remembering how dire the circumstances were 
that Paul & his co-workers had survived. Had they “lost heart”? And what 
does this text tell us about how they survived and what they learned? How 
would you connect this text to 4:1?  
 
 

 
4. Paul didn’t believe in prac cing “cunning” or “tampering with God’s Word.” 

What kinds of things would fit into this category today? What does he 
mean?  

 

 
 

5. If indeed “the god of this world has blinded the minds of unbelievers,” what 
does this mean for our efforts in poin ng people to Christ? Does this 
exclude crea vity or evangelis c work or apologe cs?  
 
 

 

6. You might say from verse 5 that for Paul, the message of the gospel is first, 
and the messenger (that was Paul and it’s us) is second. That is, we are not 
the main thing. We are not the point. How should this shape the work of a 
local church?  

 
 
 

Thinking Deeper & Taking It Home 
THINK about this: Does the glory of the gospel “capture” your heart? What 
would that look like for you? How might you “fan into flame” a greater 
apprecia on for the glory of Jesus in the gospel?  

[One small but prac cal example: Every Christmas I (Pastor Jay) aim to read at 
least TWO of the gospel accounts all the way through, just to “remember again” 
the glorious life and amazing ministry of Jesus] 

 

 

 

 

 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. Here’s a place to list specific prayer needs:  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 

Next Sunday Worship: January 22, 2023 
“You Must Fight for an Eternal Perspec ve”  

(II Corinthians 4:7-18) Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ courage ▪ righteousness ▪ tampering ▪ understand ▪ image ▪ knowledge ▪ servants ▪  


