
6. Talk about the “judgment seat of Christ” – not as a judgment for our sins, 
but for our faithfulness to Christ. In a sense, the issue is what we did with 
the opportuni es, skills, and resources that God entrusted to us. You might 
re-read I Corinthians 3:10-15.  

 How do you feel about this event?  
 Any fears come to mind?  
 What gives you confidence for this moment of “standing before the 

Lord”?  

 
 
 
 

Thinking Deeper & Taking It Home  
READ II Corinthians 5:6-8 again, along with Psalm 139:16, and think about the 
significant of having “days ordained” for you. How does this give you gospel 
confidence to live without undue fear of death or physical loss?  

 

 

 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. Here’s a place to list specific prayer needs:  
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“Seeing With New Eyes”  
(II Corinthians 5:11-21) Pastor Craig Alford  

Answer Key: ▪ important ▪ last forever ▪ life ▪ home ▪ prepared ▪ as long as possible ▪ bucket list ▪ evalua on 

Sermon Notes – January 29, 2023 
Review 
 We began our study of II Corinthians last fall by remembering 

that God is “The Father of mercies and the God of all comfort” – 
some of the best words ever written! Have you heard these 
words on a “soul level”?  

 We’ve seen the pastoral heart of a great Apostle, even as he 
confronts rivals and addresses division. His heart, even in 
confrontation, is to heal not to hurt.   

 In our text last week (4:7-18), we saw God’s sustaining power 
and God’s resurrection power highlighted as major reasons for 
encouragement (“not to lose heart”), and we saw how 
“momentary, light affliction” has a way of turning our thoughts 
toward eternity in God’s glorious presence.  

Today’s Text: II Corinthians 5:1-10 
Our text today con nues the theme of “Figh ng for an Eternal 
Perspec ve” by moving to what is for many a forbidden topic: 
Death. We o en are forced to think about dying or grief & loss or 
severe illness, but we tend not to think about death as a prac cal, 
theological topic! Well, thanks to the Apostle Paul, here we go.  

Death, For The Believer, Is The Beginning Of LIFE (1-5) 
 Our earthly body is a temporary (though ______________) 

dwelling of our soul/spirit. Three metaphors are used: a tent, a 
residence, and a building. “Destroyed” = to demolish a building 
or take down a tent. Cf. Romans 8:22-23 

 Our earthly body is not intended to ___________ as it currently 
is. We need a new body – “a building from God” – one fit for 
heaven to enjoy God’s presence. Cf. I Cor 15:35-50, esp. 50 

 It is right that we want to live as long as God gives us life. Cf. 
Philippians 1:21-26 

 Paul describes death in significant ways: “so that what is mortal 
may be swallowed up by “_____” or going “_______.” (4, 8) 

 Remember Jesus’ resurrection body? Cf. Luke 24:36-43 
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A Robust Theology Of Death Produces Courage (6-8)  
 Courage results from knowing that being “home with the Lord” is ultimately 

a good thing (current grief here notwithstanding). It is something for which 
God “has ___________ us” (5), and our safe arrival in God’s presence is 
assured because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ (remember 4:14?). This 
produces gospel courage to live without fear of death. Cf. Hebrews 2:14-15  

 There is a dynamic tension, then, between gospel courage and the desire to 
live ______________________. Please wear your seatbelt and wash your 
hands, but let us not forget that, unless Christ returns in our lifetime, none 
of us is getting out of this alive.  

Awareness Of Death Means We Should Live To Please HIM  
(9-10) 
 As with verse 6, verse 9 begins with a conjunction that shows a logical 

connection, both typically translated as either “therefore” or “so.”   

 The ultimate goal for the believer is NOT to complete your _____________, 
grab all the gusto, or even to avoid all risk. If that were the case, not only 
should all of our Global Partners move home immediately, but we should 
just stay home & stay safe – and don’t climb ladders or stairs. No, the 
proper goal for a follower of Jesus is “to please Him.” Cf. Galatians 1:10 

 The judgment seat described in verse 10 is not a judgment for our sin which 
was fully judged when Jesus bore our sins on Calvary’s cross, and He cried 
out, “It is finished.”  

 The “Bema Seat” described here in terms of a Roman tribunal seems to be 
about ____________ with the result being reward or loss. Cf. I Cor 3:10-15 

 

Responding to God’s Word in Worship & Obedience 
 Knowing that our lives are in God’s hands, that He has ordained our days, 

allows us to live with humble confidence. Please read & believe Psalm 
139:16. Again, a dynamic tension is needed. Yes, be careful, but live with 
gospel confidence.  

 Life’s most important question: Are you trusting Christ as your Savior from 
sin, the One who died in your place?   

 Child of God, are you following Christ on a day-to-day basis? The Apostle 
John put it this way: “Abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have 
confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.” 

 

Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
Here’s a cheerful ques on – but a good introduc on to our topic: Do you 
remember your first awareness of death? Was it a beloved pet or a roadside 
event or a loved one? How was that for you?  

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: READ II Corinthians 5:1-10 and remember 

the main points from Sunday. In summary form, what was this week’s 
sermon about?   

 

2. So, our topic this week is death as a theological topic. How is that different 
(sort of) from talking about the more personal and emo onal elements – as 
important as those are? Do you find it easy or difficult to separate the two?  

 
 

3. In our text, Paul refers to our physical body with three metaphors – a tent, a 
residence, and a building. How do you see these terms used in verse 1? How 
are they different from one another?  
 
 

 
4. Verse 4 reminds us that life in these temporary bodies involves “groaning” 

of all sorts. When you hear that term, what comes to your mind? When do 
you “groan” the most?  

 
 

 
5. Verses 3- 4 uses the interes ng analogy of “being unclothed” – that is, none 

of us typically desires separa on from our body, and certainly not to be 
some kind of a disembodied spirit or a ghost; rather, Paul is eager for a 
resurrec on body like Christ’s. As you read Luke 24:36-43, what aspect of a  
resurrected body like Christ’s do you find most appealing or interes ng?  

 
 
 


