
5.  Some mes we minimize the part about doing right in the sight of people. 
A er all, who cares what people think? But wait…what things should we 
care about and what are the things we should not care about regarding 
what people think about us?  

 
 
 
6. Talk for a bit about the importance of transparency & accountability in a 

local church. How much do you know about the financial prac ces at your 
church? What things do you assume, and what do you actually know?  

 
 
 

Thinking Deeper & Taking It Home  
In what ways do you seek to be wise in your giving and in all of your financial 
prac ces? What steps do you take?  

Have you ever taken a class that teaches biblical financial principles? If we 
offered one, would you a end?   

 

 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. Here’s a place to list specific prayer needs:  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
Communion Worship Next Sunday: April 2, 2023 

Holy Week Series: “When Hope & Despair Collide” 
Palm Sunday: “Op mism: A Prelude To A Party”  

(Luke 19:1-48) Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ worried ▪ shocked ▪ maturity ▪ robbery ▪ trusted ▪ false ▪ reputa on 

Sermon Notes – March 26, 2023 
Review 
 II Corinthians begins by remembering God as “The Father of 

mercies and the God of all comfort.” In chapter five, Paul 
addresses the reality of death. We noted in our study that 
“Death, for the believer in Jesus, is the beginning of life” and “A 
robust theology of death produces courage.” You can find this 
sermon on our website (1/29/23). 

 In chapter 7 we hear a call to biblical repentance, not merely 
“feeling sorry,” but “godly grief” that is evidenced by true 
change, new desires, and sustained obedience.  

 Last Sunday we began a three-part series in II Corinthians 8 & 9 
that addresses money. Key words are “Giving Freely…Giving 
Wisely…Giving Cheerfully.”  

Today’s Text: II Corinthians 8:16-24 
Money is a big topic these days – bank failures, stock market 
instability, and plenty of fear of a recession. How much money do 
you need for the future? Well, MORE! As always, God’s Word 
addresses our approach to money as a heart issue first – What do 
you love? What is your source of security? Do you own your money 
& possessions, or do they own you? Today’s text addresses issues of 
wisdom in the use of our money.  

First, God’s Grace In Titus! (8:16-17) 
 Remember Titus, the young leader who Paul sent to Corinth and 

who took a long time to return – enough to make Paul 
__________? (Cf. 2:12-13; 7:5-7; + I Cor. 16:10-12). Well, he 
actually wants to go back to Corinth. Don’t miss Paul’s 
amazement!  

 There’s a major lesson embedded here: God did not ordain 
angels to be the primary messengers of the gospel, but humans 
…ordinary, weak, fallible people, just like you & me. (Cf. Acts 
15:36-41; James 3:2). There’s no reason to be _________ when 
humans do what humans do, like disagree or say something 
wrong. Even Christian __________ does not mean perfection. 

G
iving W

isely A
s A

n Act O
f Stew

ardship  
II Corinthians 8:16-24  

 Pastor Jay M
osser 

 
Pastor Jay M

osser 



Financial Wisdom Calls For Human Accountability (8:18-19, 22-24)  
 Without electronic transfers or certified bank checks, first century financial 

gifts typically involved bags of good, old-fashioned money! What could 
possibly go wrong with that?  

 Real dangers of such cash transfers involved __________ (remember the 
setting in the story of the Good Samaritan?) and, of course, simple 
carelessness, or internal mismanagement of funds. Remember Judas? (John 
12:6) 

 Paul provides for both safety and accountability by carefully selecting a 
trusted group to carry the funds.  

 A similar event involving accountability is related in Ezra 1:7-11 when the 
Jewish exiles returned to their homeland. Valuable items were carefully 
counted, recorded, and transferred by a _________ person.  

Financial Wisdom Calls For Transparency & Blameless Practices 
(8:20-21) 

 Paul explains his plan and his motive: “so that no one should blame us 
about this generous gift.” He saw the dangers, even of _______ accusations 
and took public steps to avoid them.   

 Christian ministry should aim at what is honorable in God’s sight, AND what 
is honorable in public view. Yes, our ___________ does matter! (Cf. Acts 
6:3; I Timothy 3:7; I Peter 2:12) Remember Daniel? (Daniel 6:5) 

 

Responding to God’s Word in Worship & Obedience 
 Churches and other Christian charities should have solid, accountable, and 

transparent business practices in place, and church attendees should know 
how money is handled at whatever church they attend.  

 God’s people should look for and support ministries with good financial 
practices, transparency, and accountability – to the best of our ability. This 
involves due diligence for ALL of our gifts of charity.  

 Remember the basics: Don’t send cash. Do appropriate research before 
giving to “urgent needs” – especially if they call you on the phone.   

 Remember II Corinthians 8:9? All of this is part of true gospel ministry! 
Never forget what Jesus did when He left the glory of heaven, took on 
humanity, died in our place on Calvary’s cross, rose from the dead, and 
ascended to heaven!  

Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
Do you plant a garden? Flowers or vegetables? How do you decide what to 
plant? And if you don’t plant anything, why not?  
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: READ II Corinthians 8:16-24 and 

remember the main points from Sunday. In summary form, what was this 
week’s sermon about?   

 

 

2. Remember the part in the text about Titus, the young leader who is now 
eager to return to Corinth, to Paul’s great amazement. Apparently, 
something good happened when Titus was at Corinth. The “human 
element” looms large in the text. Why do you think that God entrusted the 
gospel to weak, fallible, fickle, ordinary people who get it wrong pre y 
o en? Why not just send a bunch of angelic messengers like in Luke 2?  

 
 

 

3. Paul sends the gi  of money with a small group for accountability. What 
specifically does he say about each of the guys he is sending and why are 
those things important? (18-19 & 22-24) 

 
 
 
 
4. Talk about verses 20-21. What is Paul concerned about? What are his goals 

in how he is handling this significant cash gi ? What can be gained and what 
can be lost?   
 
 
 

 


