Time phrases: words/phrases telling when/how long something is happening.
These can be very specific (e.g. six days) or they can be quite general (e.g. then).

’ ’

’ ’

Locations: words/phrases that tell where something is happening). These can also
be very specific (e.g. Mount Sinai) or very general (e.g. near).

’ ’

’ ’

6. Look back over the groups of verses below. Note the main character(s) in the
shaded area. In the blanks that follow, indicate what they did.

Exodus 24:1-2

Exodus 24:3-8 : ,

Exodus 24:9-11

Exodus 24:12-18 : ,

’

’

’

7. Think back to the “Getting Started” question. Is there any similarity between the

ceremony described in Exodus 24 and wedding ceremonies that you have
participated in or witnessed?

Time to PRAY (Or do this at the beginning of your group time)
Share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group & PRAY for them!
¢

*

*

Worship Next Sunday: April 27, 2025

“A People For God’s Own Possession”
(Exodus 24:1-18) Pastor Jay Mosser

Answer Key: = change = substitute = darkest = thievery = believe = fluffy clouds

Sermon Notes — April 20, 2025

Why Easter Matters

By all normal standards of recording and evaluating historical
events, the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is one of the
best attested events in history. Remarkably, Jesus foretells both His
death and His resurrection (Mark 8:31; 10:34). The Apostle Paul
sees the resurrection as essential to Jesus’ identity (Romans 1:4)
and even goes so far as to say that if Jesus wasn’t actually raised
from the dead, all of Christianity is worthless (I Corinthians 15:17-
19). Easter is why Christians stubbornly hold on to hope, believing
that life has purpose, ultimate meaning, and eternal value.

Today’s Texts: John 20:1-9: Revelation 5:11-14

= Both the Gospel of John and the book of Revelation were
written by the Apostle John, one of Jesus’ closest friends.

= The Gospel of John is one of the four books in the Bible that tell
the story of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. Revelation is the
last book in the Bible, and it gives us a look into the future, even
into heaven itself.

“Behold, The Lamb Of God, Who Takes Away Sin”

(Exodus 12; John’s Gospel)
= The Bible tells one BIG, unfolding story of redemption. Some
parts of the story stay the same (like what God is like), and
other parts as the story develops (like worship on
Sunday). You need to know this!
= The idea of the lamb as a sacrifice for sin—a -
goes way back to Genesis 4 and Exodus 12.
= The Gospel of John has many well-known texts about Jesus:
o 1:29 - “Behold, the Lamb of God...”
o 3:16 - “For God so loved the world...”
o 10:11 - “l am the good Shepherd. The good Shepherd
lays down His life for the sheep.”
o 14:6 - “l am the way, the truth, and the life...”
= John 19:30-42 records the death & burial of Jesus. It was the
most devastating event in the lives of His friends. It was the
day of their lives — the day the Lamb was slain.
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John 20:1-9

“Now on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early,
while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the
tomb. So, she ran and told Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom
Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we
do not know where they have laid Him.’ So, Peter went out with the other
disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. Both of them were running
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. And
stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. Then
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen
cloths lying there, and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying
with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple,
who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as
yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise from the dead.”

The Shocking Events Of Easter Morning: An Empty Grave!

= The first witnesses — still in the darkness —are women.

The first report isn’t resurrection, but .

The grave clothes are still there; what thief unwraps a body?

John says that he is the first to “see and " in the resurrection.
Jesus will later say to a doubting disciple, “Do not disbelieve, but believe.”

ud Ul

Jesus, The Lamb Who Was Slain, Will Be Worshiped! Forever!

(Revelation 5:11-14)

= The Bible describes the presence of God as a very real place, not a dream-
like existence or floating on
ghost-like creatures. No, a very real place, better than you can imagine.

= In God’s presence, Jesus is the object of worship — the conquering Lion, the
Lamb that was slain, who ransomed people by His blood shed on the cross.
The events of Holy Week will be celebrated forever...only BIGGER!

= Those who trust Christ as their Savior from sin are part of the Church —and
one day there will be a BIG party for the Lamb...and the Church (19:6-9).

or hanging out with other

Responding in Faith and Obedience

The plain message of the Bible is that Jesus, the Lamb of God, paid the penalty
for your sin on the cross, and conquered death by rising from the dead. This is
the heart of what the Bible calls “the gospel”
book. John wants his readers to believe it. Do you?

and it is the main point of John's

Community Group Notes
Getting Started

Think back over all the wedding ceremonies you have participated in or attended —
from the simplest to the most elaborate. Which elements of the ceremony/ event
are essential (i.e. it wouldn’t really be a wedding without them)? Which are
common but not essential? Which are purely icing on the cake?

Looking Back and Taking it Home (Review)
1. Re-read the Easter account in John 20:1-9 and review your notes from Sunday’s
sermon. What did you hear on Sunday from John’s Gospel?

2. Re-read Revelation 5:1-14 and think back to Palm Sunday, Good Friday, and
Easter when we visited this text. What stands out to you most from this great text
about the conquering Lion and the Lamb who was slain?

3. What features of John 20:1-9 — or other gospel accounts — stand out to you the
most as “marks of authenticity” or “reasons to believe” in the accuracy of the
accounts?

4. Sometimes at worship events we feel a variety of emotions due to our life
circumstances, or a theme presented, or songs that are sung. What emotions do
you think will be present in the crowd as the events of Revelation 5 unfold?

Reminder: As we look ahead to the passage that will be preached next Sunday, the goal is to become
familiar with exactly what the text says. Refrain from trying to apply the text to your life, just yet. That
will come later. First, we need to get the facts under our belts. The process of acquiring facts can seem
tedious, but the rewards are great. If we get a head start on this, we will be much more likely to hear
and be able to apply what God wants to say to us on Sunday.

Preparing for next week’s sermon (Looking Ahead)
5. Read Exodus 24:1-18 as a group. As you read, look for time phrases and
locations. Mark them in some distinctive way and list what you find.




