
Preparing for next week’s sermon (Looking Ahead) 
Keep in mind that our goal in the Looking Ahead secƟon is NOT to walk away from 
Community Group with all the answers! Rather, our goal is to leave with lots of 
quesƟons. Hopefully the following “exercises” will enable us to leave asking the 
right quesƟons, i.e. quesƟons that are based on a thorough observaƟon of the text. 

5. Read Romans 10:12-21 (ESV) together as a group. ConƟnue marking Israel as you 
did in #1. Mark also Jew and the pronouns they and them.     

6. Read Romans 10:14-15 again and noƟce the chain of quesƟons.   
 The acƟviƟes in these verses are presented in reverse order. In the blanks 

below, list the acƟviƟes in the order in which they need to happen to produce 
the end result of calling on the name of the Lord. 
 ____________________  ____________________ ____________________ 

     ______________________________    call on the name of the Lord 

 Assuming that all of these quesƟons are rhetorical quesƟons, what answer does 
Paul seem to expect? Do all the quesƟons have the same answer? 

 
7. Read Romans 10:16-17 again and noƟce the but at the beginning of v.16.   

 What exactly is true of the Jews? ______________________________________ 

 What is not true? __________________________________________________ 

8. Read Romans 10:18-21 again and noƟce the but at the beginning of v.21.   
 What two groups of people are being contrasted? 
   _________________________________   _________________________________ 

 List below the phrases Paul uses to describe the first group. 
   _________________________________    ________________________________ 

   _________________________________    ________________________________ 

 How does Paul describe the second group? 
 

Time to PRAY (Or do this at the beginning of your group Ɵme)  
Share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group & PRAY for them! 

  

 

 

Worship Next Sunday: April 19th, 2026 
“The Urgency of the Gospel Call” 

(Romans 10:14-21) Pastor MaƩ Richey 
Answer Key: ▪ personal ▪ many ▪ main point ▪ enƟre Law ▪ excepƟon ▪ riches 

Sermon Notes – April 12th, 2026 
Review 
 We return today to our study of Romans with the theme of, “By 

God’s Grace…For God’s Glory.”  
 MarƟn Luther said about Romans, “This epistle is really the 

chief part of the New Testament and the very purest gospel…” 
John Calvin wrote, “If we have gained a true understanding of 
this epistle, we have an open door to all the most profound 
treasures of Scripture.”  

 Back on March 15th we began the journey into Romans 9-11, 
calling this secƟon “a much needed and deeply theological 
exposiƟon of the sovereign purposes of God in redempƟon.” 
Clearly this text includes topics that keep people up at night!  

Today’s Text: Romans 10:1-13 
Today’s text conƟnues Paul’s dialog about the place of Israel in 
salvaƟon history, especially in the ages-old pursuit of righteousness. 
In this text we again see Paul’s angst about the lostness of his own 
people, and we are brought face-to-face again with the simplicity 
and beauty of the true biblical gospel.  

We Must Know What The Gospel ISN’T (1-4) 

 Remember Paul’s heart as he expressed it back in 9:1-3? 
SomeƟmes theological debates get sterile, polarizing, or 
divisive. For Paul, this discussion is deeply __________ (1).  

 We live in a proudly pluralisƟc and diverse world that is deeply 
divided. We must never forget that there is a “biblical diversity” 
as well to which Paul was deeply commiƩed (RevelaƟon 5:9-10; 
21:24-25). 

 BUT we do not love people well if we suggest to them that the 
gospel of Jesus Christ is just one possible way among ______ for 
them to get to God’s heaven. Religious zeal without truth leaves 
people LOST (2-3). Do you believe this?  

 Why would people “seek to establish their own righteousness”? 
 Christ is the “end/goal/_____________” of the Law, resulƟng in 

righteousness “to everyone who believes” (see last week’s 
Community Group notes).  
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We Must Know What The Gospel IS (5-13) 

 Paul refers his Jewish readers back to Deuteronomy 30:11-20 and then 
interprets that text in light of the coming of Jesus!   

 Don’t miss the sobering but clearly implied reality about pursuing 
righteousness by keeping the Law: “Just keep the ____________ all the time 
without ___________…and you’ll be fine.” But keep James 2:10 in mind!  In 
other words, it’s an impossible goal, not an actual method of receiving 
righteousness.  

 So, what IS the gospel? Let’s be clear…  
o “Confess with your mouth, Jesus is Lord” (think: Roman context) 
o “Believe in your heart that God raised Jesus from the dead” (what 

all is included in this?) 
 Paul then describes the response of God to saving faith, and he takes three 

verses to hammer his point home:  
o “Everyone who believes…” 
o God “bestows His _______ on all who call upon Him” (Cf. Eph 2:7) 
o “Everyone…who calls on the name of the Lord…will be saved.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Responding To God’s Word 

 There is no room in this equaƟon for merely “going through the moƟons” of 
raising your hand or going forward or signing a pledge card. What the God 
of heaven is looking for is “Saving Faith.”  

 Let’s go back to where we began: Missionary William Carey had a heart like 
Paul’s heart, a “missionary heart.” Being a “missions-minded church” or a 
“missions-minded ChrisƟan” is a very nice and wonderful thing, but it is far 
too easy just to hire other people to do the work for you and to keep your 
own hands clean. True gospel compassion means costly acƟon.  

 For whom do you pray that they may be saved? (10:1) 
 Communion Texts: Romans 10:21 and 10:12.  

Community Group Notes 

Geƫng Started 
Have you ever paid for something on someone’s behalf because you knew they 
really couldn’t afford it and then had them try to reimburse you?  How did it feel?  
What did you learn from the experience?  Conversely, have you ever insisted on 
paying for something when it was offered to you as a giŌ?  How did that turn out? 

Looking Back and Taking it Home (Review) 
1. Read Romans 9:30 - 10:4 (ESV) together as a group.  Mark Israel in some 
disƟncƟve way as well as the pronouns they and them where they refer to Israel.  
Consider some or all of the following quesƟons: 

 Why are the Jews in the posiƟon they are in? What did they do right?  
 
 What do you noƟce about Paul’s aƫtude toward his fellow Jews? Is he angry, 

concerned, judgmental, compassionate, hopeful…? 
 
 What can you learn from Paul’s example in regard to people you know who 

haven’t responded to the gospel? 
 
2. Read Philippians 3:4-11 and consider the following quesƟons: 
 How is this passage similar to Romans 10:1-4?   

 

 What does it look like to have zeal or to be zealous? What might it look like 
today for someone to have zeal but not according to knowledge? 

 

3. Read Romans 10:5-8 (ESV) and consider the following quesƟons:  
 What does Paul mean when he says the person who does the commandments 

shall live by them? Is doing the commandments a good thing or a bad thing?  
 

 What does Paul mean when he says the word is near you? How does his quote 
from Deuteronomy 30:11-14 support his claim?   

 

4. Read Romans 10:9-11 (ESV) and consider the following quesƟons: 
 What does it mean to confess that Jesus is Lord? 
 

 Are these verses saying that if you don’t make a public profession of faith, you 
aren’t really saved? Can you believe without confessing? Can you confess 
without believing? 


