
Sermon Notes – August 9th, 2026 
Review 
 This summer we’re preaching through II Thessalonians, Paul’s 

second letter to a church built on Faith, Hope, and Love (I Thess. 
1:3). This letter encourages the Thessalonian church as they 
continue to experience persecution and opposition. 

 Last week with Pastor Jay, we remembered the message of I 
Thessalonians and began our short journey through this letter. 
We saw that the “normal” Christian life is not an easy one – it is 
filled with persecutions and afflictions. However, among those 
hardships are where we see God at work in the world. 

Today’s Texts: II Thess. 1:5-12 
Today’s text continues the thought Paul began in 1:3-4. The 
persecutions and afflictions that the Thessalonians face are not only 
expected, but indeed, the display of their faith in the midst of these 
trials is evidence of the work of God’s righteous judgement. Paul 
then turns the eyes of the Thessalonians towards the end goal: the 
final day of justice & rest. These light momentary afflictions will one 
day give way to the eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison 
(II Cor. 4:17).  
 

Considered Worthy of the Kingdom (5) 
 While suffering is normal, it is not suffering that is the mark of 

God’s righteous judgement – rather, it is __________ in the face 
of suffering that is the sign of true character, and that is what 
makes one worthy of the kingdom  

 God often sends or allows for tests and trials to reveal the heart 
of people, revealing the quality of their character and faith as 
He forms them into a people of His possession. (cf. Gen. 22:1-2; 
Ex. 20:20; Job 1:6-12; Luke 22:28-30) 

 This one verse introduces us to the Bible’s robust theology of 
suffering. 

o Suffering is not always a divine ________________. 
o Suffering often has a reason (even if we do not know or 

cannot see the reason). 
o But make no mistake – suffering is not easy. We need 

encouragement and hope. 
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The Coming Day of Justice & Rest (6-10) 
 God’s presence is the source of divine Justice and divine Rest. He is in the 

middle of it all, tending to both the afflicted and the rebels, giving to each 
what is deserved. 

 God’s ____________ is not blind. He sees all and all shall be accounted for 
and repaid on that great & final Day. It is for this reason that Paul assured 
the Roman church – “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 
(Romans 12:19b) 

 Spurgeon wrote regarding this passage in his commentary on II 
Thessalonians: “If you can get even a partial glimpse of the glory that is to 
follow your trouble; if you can see Christ suffering with you, and realize your 
union with Him; if the blessed Spirit, who pledges Himself to be with all the 
Lord’s people, shall be with you, you will find it no hard thing to rest in this 
way.” 

 While we should not be surprised by “persecutions & afflictions,” we should 
also take heart that it will not always and ____________ be that way. There 
is a coming Day of Justice & Rest! 

 

Made Worthy of His Calling (11-12) 
 In light of this coming Day, Paul tells the Thessalonian church how he is 

praying for them. This prayer mirrors what Paul writes to the Corinthians in 
1 Cor. 9:24. 

 The contents of this prayer contain Paul’s desire for the Thessalonians to be 
made worthy as well as the vehicle for how that will happen: by the grace of 
God and of the Lord Jesus Christ – that grace which comes only from the 
___________.  

 

Responding to God’s Word 
 Be aware: Hell is a real place! When all is said and done, we are either under 

God’s grace and mercy or we are not. There is a perfect Judge to whom we 
must answer. 

 However – the Gospel is so much more than fire insurance. It is relief for the 
afflicted, glory as we are joined with Christ, and a new kingdom to which we 
belong! 

  

Worship Next Sunday: August 16th, 2026 
“Ever Worry About Being Left Behind?” 
(II Thessalonians 2:1-12) Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ faith ▪ punishment ▪ justice ▪ forever ▪ Gospel  


