PRAISE The Lord For His Firm Foundation (3-5; Il Timothy 2:19 Sermon Notes — August 30th 2026
7
Hebrews 6:19)

= “The Lord is faithful” — in this context, His is evidenced by Review
these two things (note the contrast: “not all have faith...But the Lord is = The letters of Paul to the first-century believers in Thessalonica
faithful”— are overwhelmingly positive and both are loaded with hope-
o “He will establish you” filled references to Christ’s return.
o “He will be your guard against the evil one” = Rather than focusing so much on the present “persecutions &
= “We have confidence in the Lord about you...” — What a great way to put afflictions,” Paul longs for believers to focus on eternal values
this! May we learn to say this to people and about people as well! and the ultimate progress of the gospel.
= Finally, a marvelous benediction to this section...“May the Lord direct your — Last week with Pastor Matt we saw God’s ultimate plan for
hearts to the love of God and to the of Christ.” followers of Jesus is that we will inherit “the glory of our Lord

Jesus Christ” (as in John 17:24 — read it!).

Today’s Text: || Thessalonians 3:1-5

Even today, followers of Jesus are in an intense battle to “set our
minds on things above” as Paul commands in Colossians 3:3-4. Even
with a life full of difficulties and persecutions for Christ, Paul knew
that a focus on eternal things is critical for a joy-filled Christian life.
His prayer in today’s text makes this evident.

PRAY For The Effectiveness Of The Gospel (1)

= Some underlying values:
o Paul believes that prayer , otherwise this text
makes no sense.
o Paul sees the ministry of prayer as a -
“You pray for me, and I'll pray for you” (1:11-12).
= Paul’s word choice personifies God’s Word as a swift runnerin a
foot race. images are common in Pauline literature.
= What does it look like when people respond to God’s Word?
o | Thessalonians 1:6-10 (Missions story from India)
o | Thessalonians 2:13-16
o Il Thessalonians 1:3-4

Responding in Faith and Obedience

= The topic of prayer shows up several times in these two letters, both
regarding prayers of thanks and prayers of intercession or request. Both
types of prayers are essential in the lives of believers.

= If we could truly wrap our minds about both the love of God and the
steadfastness of Christ, our lives would be changed! How much does God
love us? How steadfast is Christ?

= Do you see how this text drips with the present benefits of the gospel? The
security of the believer is profound! Because of Jesus’ atoning death on the
cross and His resurrection from the dead, we who know Him are deeply and
firmly secure in His gracious hand. He holds onto us! He keeps us!

Cf. 1 John 2:1-2 PRAY Against Hindrances To Gospel Progress (2)

Communion Worship Next Sunday: September 6, 2026 = Thisis far more than_ Pray f°'f— = which is not a bad
“Discipline Is Not A Dirty Word” prayer, but it can quickly go sideways. (“Come, Weary Saints”)

. = For Paul, hindrances to the gospel often came in the form of
(I Thessalonians 3:6-18) Pastor Ben McCardell o . ” L, .
wicked and evil men.” But that isn’t the only way hindrances
Answer Key: = matters = partnership = Athletic = safety = faithfulness = steadfastness . L ”
come. In every generation & culture, “hindrances” abound.
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