7. Answer the following questions about John using exact words from the text.

¢ How does John identify himself?

e Where is John?
¢ Why is he there?

¢ When do these events take place?

¢ Under whose influence does John witness these events?

8. Now that we’ve observed the facts about John from the text, use your
imagination to fill in the gaps. What would you imagine that John is thinking and
feeling in the days and weeks leading up to this moment?

9. Consider the phrase like a son of man in v.13.
¢ What does this phrase tell you about the identity of the one in the midst of the
lampstands? See Daniel 7:13-14 and John 3:13-14, 5:27, 8:28 for hints.

¢ Why do you think John uses the word like? Do you think he has any doubt about
the identity of the one in the midst of the lampstands?

10. Revelation is often seen as cryptic because of its use of symbols. However, many
of the symbols are explained right in the text. In v.20, John tells us exactly what the
stars and lampstands are intended to symbolize. What he does NOT tell us is why
stars and the lampstands are appropriate symbols. To figure this out, we have to use
our imagination and also do a little digging in the rest of the Bible.

¢ Why would a lampstand be an appropriate symbol for a church? (See Exodus
35:10-14, Exodus 25:37, Isaiah 49:6 and Matthew 5:14-16)

¢ Why would a star be an appropriate symbol for a messenger of a church? (See
Jeremiah 31:35, Daniel 12:3, and Matthew 2:9)

Time to PRAY (Or do this at the beginning of your group time)
Share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group & PRAY for them!

¢
¢
¢

Worship Next Sunday: October 4, 2026
“The Glory Of The Risen Christ”
(Revelation 1:9-20) Pastor Jay Mosser

Answer Key: » comfort = observer = silent = listen * among = need = kings = grief

Sermon Notes — September 27, 2026

Review

= “The Revelation of Jesus” is the final book in the Bible. It was
recorded by the Apostle John while he was exiled on a small
island called, “Patmos,” in the Mediterranean Sea (1:9).

= The theme for our study will be “The Lord our God the Almighty
reigns” (19:6), a phrase we love so much in the “Hallelujah
Chorus” of Handel’s “Messiah.”

= The book of Revelation has three genres of literature in it. It has
rightly been called “an apocalyptic prophecy in epistolary form.”
Each genre of literature has unique characteristics.
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= One writer describes Revelation in this helpful way: “God wants
us to know about what is coming, not to satisfy our curiosity or
puzzle us about specific timing, but so that we would obey Him
and be transformed by that knowledge” (Fanning, 89).
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Today’s Text: Revelation 1:1-8

Today’s text serves as a much-needed prologue and it sets the stage
for all that follows — the divine and human authors are identified,
we learn of the immediate recipients, and the overall topic is
revealed — “He is coming with the clouds.”

God Is Omnipotent, Omniscient, AND Trustworthy
(1-3, 8)

= Thereis great

inherent in this text: There is a God in
heaven who holds all our tomorrows in His trustworthy hands.
As this final book of the Bible opens, God is presented as the
only One who can reveal what alone is His — knowledge of the
future (but not as an ; rather, as the architect of it.
Cf. Daniel 4:2-3; 17b, 25, 32, 34-35).

= This is the same God as in Genesis 1:1 and Psalm 33:6-9, the
Almighty One who spoke the worlds into existence. He has not
been throughout human history, and He is not silent
about the future of humanity and the universe. Cf. Ex 3:14

= The path of this revelation is God the Father, to Jesus Christ, to
His angel, to John, then to the churches & to the people of God.



= Typical first-century information like this would involve a faithful human
messenger reading the letter to others who are gathered to

= “The time is near” — the emphasis seems to be on the certainty of the
coming events rather than a specific chronology.

God Has A Message For His People; This Too Is Grace (4a)

= The seven churches were actual churches in Asia Minor, located in a

horseshoe-type arrangement, the way a human traveler might go.
= As we will soon see, the churches represent various spiritual conditions,
such that every church can find itself portrayed in one or more of the

descriptions. In 1:13, Jesus Christ is pictured as walking the
churches...seeing, supervising, caring, correcting, and loving.

= In the messages to the seven churches, we will hear the repeated phrase,
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”

God Condescends To His Needy & Much-Loved People (4b-7)

= Do you feel the “gap” in verse 4? The eternal God is reaching down toward
His people, offering blessing and peace, addressing our greatest

= The “seven spirits” — drawing on either Isaiah 11:2 or Zechariah 4 (or both).

Either way, the emphasis is on completeness or fulness or perfection.

= In 5a we see Jesus described with three phrases: “The faithful witness, the

firstborn...the ruler of on earth” (Cf. Psalm 89:20-29; Daniel 4).

= Vss. 5b-6 is a miracle of grace and a fitting response from God'’s people;
even as we receive a blessing from God, so God’s people extend a blessing
back to God for His redeeming love and His gracious gifts. Do you see the
language change to “us”?

= Verse 7 is looking ahead to 19:11ff. Unlike Jesus’ first coming to a humble
manger in Bethlehem, His second coming will be visible & public, and it will

result in much for the enemies of God who still will not repent.

Responding In Faith & Obedience

= lsaiah’s prophecy begins with a call to God’s people to listen (1:2-3). So
again, here in Revelation, God speaks and He calls us to listen!

= Our deep need for humility: We do not come to God as to an equal. When
Jesus came to earth (Philippians 2), He came WAY down.

Community Group Notes

Getting Started

Think of a book that you’ve read that was made into a movie. Assuming that the
movie was a fairly good representation of the book, which medium did you like best
and why? Are books and movies equally effective in telling a story or does one have
an advantage over the other?

Looking Back and Taking it Home (Review)

1. Read Revelation 1:1-8 (ESV) together as a group. As you read, look for words or
phrases that tell when something happened or when it is going to happen. Mark
these phrases in some distinctive way.

2. Consider the word soon in v.1 and the word near in v. 6. It’s now been almost
2000 yrs since John wrote the book of Revelation. How could God claim that the
things in this book were going to happen soon? Was He mistaken? Or have they
already happened and we missed them? Or have we maybe misunderstood what is
meant by soon and near? As you discuss this, consider . . .

how the words soon and near are rendered in other translations

how the words soon and near are used in other places in the Bible:
Luke 18:4-8, Acts 12:7, 22:18, 25:4 (soon)
Rev 22:10, Mark 13:28-29, 1 Peter 4:7 (near)

o other passages addressing the timing of Christ’s return (for example Matthew
24:36-44 and 2 Peter 3:3-10)

anything you learned from the sermon last Sunday.

3. What does God mean when He says | am the Alpha and the Omega? What is He
telling John about Himself? Why would He introduce Himself in that way?

4. How is the wailing in v.7 the same or different than the mourning mentioned in
Zechariah 12:9-10? Who is doing the wailing / mourning in each passage? Is it
believers or nonbelievers? Jews or Gentiles?

5. What stands out to you from the sermon you heard on Sunday?

Preparing for next week’s sermon (Looking Ahead)

6. Read Revelation 1:9-20 and mark the phrases | saw or | heard (and other similar
phrases) in some distinctive way. Go back also and mark he saw in v.2. Thinking
back to the Getting Started question. Which version of the story is John giving us —
the book version? Or the movie version?



